REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

TO COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2002

OFFICER DELEGATION IN RESPECT OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1.0 Purpose of the Report

1.1
The purpose of this report is to obtain the views of members of the community committee to increasing the amount of planning applications decided by Planning Officers.

2.0
Introduction
2.1 It is necessary to increase officer decision-making on planning applications in order to:

· Increase the speed of processing of planning applications, and

· Achieve a government target which states that 90% of planning applications should be decided by officers. Currently 60% to 70% of applications are decided in this way and the remainder are determined by the members of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

3.0
Current Officer Delegation

3.1
The current scheme generally provides that the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel determines planning applications in respect of:- 

· Major development (10 or more dwellings).

· Development with a floor space greater than 1000sq metres.

· Minerals and waste development 

· Where any member of the council requests an application is referred to the panel

· Where an objection is received 

· Where approval or refusal would conflict with a previous council decision.

· Applications by or on behalf of the City Council or for development on council owned land.

· Applications where an associated panel resolution is required 

· Applications referred to secretary of state.

3.3 Decisions on most other applications are delegated to officers. The current level of delegation of  between 60% and 70% is insufficient and is low compared to most other metropolitan councils where 80% and more is being achieved by a number of authorities.

4.0 Review of the Scheme of Delegation

4.1
The current scheme has been reviewed and I have outlined a number of proposals to increase the level of officer decision-making. The proposals are as follows:

Proposal 1 – Increase the size of development when officers can make the decision 10 dwellings to 50 dwellings and from 1000 square metres to 2500 square metres. Provided the decision would accord with Planning Policy and no objections have been received.

Proposal 2 – Delegate decisions on planning applications for minerals and waste development only where the proposal relates to existing activity, the proposal accords with planning policy and no objections have been received.

Proposal 3 – Delegate the decision to officers in respect of all household and minor development such as house extensions, where the decision would be in line with Planning Policy unless objections are received from the occupiers of more than 5 dwellings.

Proposal 4 – Extend  decision-making to officers to determine all City Council development and development on land under the ownership of the City Council unless an objection is received.

5.0 Comments

5.1
The current arrangements for making decisions on planning applications ensure that when a local resident objects to a planning application, that person is invited to the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel and can explain their objections to the members. Whilst the changes to the arrangements outlined above mean that this facility would not be available in the cases outlined, a member of the City Council can request that a particular planning application should be considered by the Panel. In which case the local residents who had objected to a proposed development would be invited to the meeting of the Panel and will be able to address the members.

6.0 Conclusions

6.1
The aim of this review is to identify areas for revisions to the scheme of delegation to secure further officer decision-making without harming the success the City Council has achieved in community engagement in the planning application decision-making process. The proposals aim to achieve a balance between increasing officer delegation in decision-making where this would be consistent with policy and retaining the transparency and involvement of local people in decision-making.


M Sykes

Director of Development Services
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