ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Monton House Hotel,
116-118 Monton Road,
Eccles.

26th January, 2010

Meeting commenced:
1.00 p.m.
"
ended:
3.05 p.m.
PRESENT:
J. Matthews (Westwood Park Community Association) - in the Chair

Councillors Davies, Jolley, Morris, Potter and Tope
J. Evans - Salford Forum for Older People

G. Hearn - Park Residents’ Association 

B. Holmes - Eccles Mothers’ Union

D. Lamb - Alder Park Tenants’ and Residents’ Association 

P. Thompson - Brookhouse Community Association 

A. Shahid - Bangladeshi Association 

J. Wheelton - Salford Disabled Motorists 

D. Booth - Tindall Street Allotment Group 


OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES:




J. Cullen - Say No to Green Lane Incinerator 




B. Marshall 
} FRECCLES




E. Charnley 
}




B. Carter - Barton Resident 




K. Ratcliffe - Monton Resident




R. Iball - Tindall Street Allotment Group




R. Carvath - Prospective Independent Parliamentary Candidate 







for Salford and Eccles  




J. Faulkner - Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association 




Councillor Lindley - Walkden South Ward Councillor




R. Fox - Eccles Resident 




V. Kelly - Prospective Liberal Democrat Candidate


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




M. Reeves - Eccles Area Co-ordinator




M. Relph - Customer and Support Services Directorate 




H. Lawrenson 
} Eccles Neighbourhood Team




A. Parker

}




J. Gorse - Greater Manchester Police 




P. Twigg 
} Urban Vision




S. Lee

}




P. O’Hare
}




M. Carey
} Sustainable Regeneration Directorate 




P. Gill

}




D. Rudlin - URBED




J. Tyson - Salford Ranger Team 

69.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Paula Boshell, Councillor David Lancaster, Councillor Jane Murphy, Joyce Phillips (Patricroft Ladies Bowling Club), Bruce Thompson (Ellesmere Park Residents’ Association), Steven Baines (Friends of Winton Park), Elizabeth Charnley (FRECCLES), Jim Rayner (Eccles Festival Committee), Anne Faulkner (Eccles Park Joint Bowling Association), Diana Tyldesley (Salford Royal Hospital), Julie Blagden (Eccles Neighbourhood Manager) and Jennie Turner (Eccles Health Improvement Team).
70.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 24th November, 2009, were agreed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman.

71.
ECCLES STREETSCENE PLAN

(Previous Minute 57 - 24th November, 2009)


The Committee received a presentation from Perry Twigg, with regard to an audit which had been undertaken on existing streetscene furniture and signage in Eccles Town Centre.  Details were submitted on the following key action points, which had been identified following a consultation exercise undertaken after the last meeting of the Committee:-

· The Market Cross

· Signage and way finding 

· Railway Station 

· Heritage Quarter 

· Alleys and grot Spots 

· Albert Street Junction with Wellington Road 

· Gateway Improvements 

· Albert Street Arrival 

· Vicar’s Walk 

· Liverpool Road 

· Bentcliffe Way

· Regent Street

· Overall improvements (maintenance)


It was also reported that the maintenance around each of the projects was an issue which needed to be addressed.

Perry Twigg and Maura Carey commented that, it would not be possible to undertake all of the projects, but rather take a piece meal approach, and work towards what could be achieved as, and when, resources became available.


Mark Reeves said he would ensure that the Environment Directorate would provide any support they could, to ensure the implementation of the projects.


John Matthews commented that at this stage, the fine detail of the projects had yet to be determined, and the Committees approval was only sought in principle.  He added that the detail of each project would fall upon the appropriate task group of the Community Committee to develop, and anyone interested was encouraged to get involved with this process.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the list of projects as detailed above, and in that priority order, with regard to improvements to Eccles Town Centre, as and when appropriate funding becomes available.

72.
HIGHWAYS INVESTMENT WORKS

The Managing Director of Urban Vision submitted a report indicating that an early objective on the formation of Urban Vision, was to improve the condition of highways within Salford.  As a result of this, the City Council approved the investment of £22M into roads and footways across the City over a five year period.  


Steven Lee also attended the meeting and highlighted the following information specific to Eccles contained in the report:-

· Footway, carriageway and micro asphalt works already delivered 

· Future works - proposed micro asphalt schemes 

· Outstanding highway investment schemes 

· Carriageway reconstruction 

· Footway reconstruction 


Councillor David Jolley referred to the outstanding carriageway reconstruction highway investment scheme on Trafford Road, and commented that, the location indicated on the plan submitted with the report, was incorrect.  Steven Lee said he would investigate this, and ensure it was amended accordingly.


Reference was also made to the damage caused to highways as a result of the recent bad weather.  Steven Lee replied that, this was a significant problem, and additional works would have to be undertaken outside the already agreed improvement programme, the funding for which would need to be addressed through the City Council’s budgeting process.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the list of proposed micro asphalt schemes, and potential reserve schemes, as detailed in paragraph 3.1 of the report now submitted.




(2) THAT approval be given to the proposed carriageway and footway reconstruction highway investment schemes detailed in paragraph 3.2 of the report now submitted.




(3) THAT the following sites be added to the list of potential future schemes to be included within the future schemes in the Eccles Community Committee area, to be met from highway investment programme:-

· Brookhouse Avenue 

· Boddington Road 

· Mirfield Drive 

· Monton Road (shopping area, damage caused by cars parking on pavements)

· Barton Lane (pavement improvements)
73.
HIGHWAYS INVESTMENT PROGRAMME - DEVOLVED BUDGET

Jim Wheelton referred to the £10,000 devolved budget allocated to the Community Committee for highway schemes.  He said that the funding for 2009/10 needed to be spent before 31st March, 2010, otherwise it would be returned to the City Councils central budget.  He sought the approval of the Committee to give delegated authority to the Environmental Task Group to determine projects specifically in relation to pothole repairs.  

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the Environmental Task Group being given delegated authority to determine the distribution of any monies remaining in the devolved highways budget 2009/10 allocated to the Eccles community Committee.

74.
ECCLES BUDGET SUB-GROUP

The Committee received details of the current budget statements 2009/10, in respect of the devolved budgets.  In addition, details were submitted at the meeting of the Eccles Budget Sub-Group held on 15th January, 2009, which recommended the actions indicated, with regard to the following applications for grant from the devolved budget allocated to the Community Committee:-

	
	Applicant 
	Purpose
	Amount Requested
	Recommendation

	(i)
	Salford Men’s Action Group
	Towards project costs 
	£234.40
	£120 approved

	(ii)
	FRECCLES
	Improvements to Eccles Railway Station frontage
	£20,000
	£10,000 from 2009/10 budget and £10,000 from 2010/11 budget, subject to agreement being reached with regard to the refurbishment to the booking office and possible other funding being identified

	(iii)
	The City of Salford Volleyball Club
	Towards venue hire 
	£465.75 (second instalment of total grant of £931.50 approved in March, 2009, and subject to 12 month review)
	£465.75 approved 

	(iv)
	Salford Action for Autism 
	Purchase of publications and DVDs
	£244.44
	Deferred pending the submission of further information 

	(v)
	City of Salford Swimming Club 
	Purchase of starting blocks 
	£388.85 
	£388.85 approved

(to be met from the SPAA Fund)

	(vi)
	Oakwood Youth Club 
	Towards food and sport project costs 
	£460
	£460 approved (to be met, £352.60 from the SPAA Fund and £107.40 from the Community Health and Wellbeing Fund)

	(vii)
	Salfordian Trust 
	Purchase of dishwasher 
	£500 
	£500 approved 

	(viii)
	Salford Totem Pole 
	Towards restoration costs 
	£1,000
	Deferred pending the submission of further information 

	(ix)
	Cromwell House Users Group 
	Towards funding of gardening project
	£1,094.73
	£1,094.73 approved (to be met, £864.60 from the SPAA fund and £230.13 from the Community Health and Wellbeing fund)

	(x)
	Tree Tops Counselling Service 
	Towards running costs 
	£3,544.96
	Deferred pending the submission of further information 

	(xi)
	Winton Wanderers 
	Towards provision of fencing at club premises 
	£3,558.98
	£3,558.98 approved 

	(xii)
	Friends of Patricroft Station 
	Towards footpath improvements at the station 
	£4,234
	Deferred pending the submission of further information 



	(xiii)
	Salford Community Leisure 
	Towards staging of annual sports programme 
	£14,212
	£14,212 approved 



(All grants to be met from the Eccles Community devolved budget, unless otherwise stated)

Jim Wheelton declared an interest in the application detailed in (vii) above, and did not take part in discussion, or vote thereon.  It was also noted that he, together with Councillor David Lancaster, had made a similar declaration at the meeting of the Eccles Budget Sub-Group held on 13th January, 2010.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations of the Eccles Budget Sub-Group held on 15th January, 2010, and summarised above, be endorsed.




(2) THAT the financial position statement 2009/10, in respect of the Eccles Community Committee devolved budgets, be noted.

75.
COMMUNITY SAFETY ISSUES

Inspector Jill Gorse provided statistics in relation to recorded crime within the Eccles Community Committee area, and which were summarised as follows:-

· Burglary of dwellings - general decrease
· Robberies - general increase 
· Theft of motor vehicles - general decrease with the exception of the Eccles Ward 
· Theft from motor vehicles - general decrease, although the car park of the former Golden Lion Pub, Barton Lane, had been identified as a particular focus for this type of crime
· Violent crime - slight increase in the Barton and Eccles Wards , with the figures for the Winton Ward remaining the same
· Anti-social behaviour - general decrease 

Jill Gorse also informed the Committee of a current initiative aimed at combating purse and handbag theft.  


It was also reported that police community support officers were undertaking a survey of the local community to asses their concerns and perceptions of crime in the area. Mark Charnley commented that, there had been a lack of feedback from previous surveys which had been undertaken.  Jill Gorse said this was recognised, and was why the current exercise was being undertaken by police community support officers face to face with members of the community.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

76.
BRIDGEWATER CANAL CORRIDOR MASTER PLAN

(Previous Minute 67 - 24th November, 2009)


The Committee received a presentation from David Rudlin, which provided an overview of the study and work undertaken so far with regard to the Bridgewater Canal Corridor Master Plan. The Committee were advised that the aim of the master plan was to realise the potential of the Bridgewater Canal Corridor by making it a world class tourist and heritage asset, which would be regarded as a major visitor destination, and a place where people came to learn, enjoy and participate in leisure activities.  


A number of Members said they welcomed the proposals, but asked what guarantees there were that they would be implemented.  Maura Carey replied that it had to be recognised that there was not funds available to implement all proposals, and recommendations, that had been initially identified, as a result the focus would be on those elements which were seen as commercially viable.  At the same time efforts would be made to identify other sources of funding such as the heritage lottery.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the presentation be noted; and general support be given to the findings and recommendations, of the initial study undertaken as part of the Bridgewater Canal Corridor Master Plan.

77.
ECCLES NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGERS UPDATE

Julie Blagden submitted a report providing an overview of her activities during the past two months, which focused on the following key issues:-

· Local partnership Delivery Group 
· Neighbourhood Partnership Board 
· Youths at Risk 
· Feedback from Task Groups
· Barton Fair Share
· Eccles Town Centre 
· Small Grants Awards 

RESOLVED: THAT the report be noted
78.
ECCLES COMMUNITY COMMITTEE TASK GROUPS

Details were submitted on the dates and venues, for the forthcoming meetings of the various Task Groups of the Community Committee.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

79.
FORGET-ME-NOT LIBRARY

Details were submitted on the Alzheimer’s Resource Centre and Forget-Me-Not Library, which provided support, and assistance, to both Alzheimer sufferers, and their carers.  It was reported that, the centre and the library were open every Tuesday from 10.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m., and were based in the Citizens Advice Bureau, 40 Church Street, Eccles.


RESOLVED: THAT the information be noted.
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