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1. Background

At the last meeting members will recall that a scrutiny commission was established to examine the issue of Regeneration of the City based on the following themes: -

(1) What are the key factors, which will stabilise and attract the City population?

(2) How does Salford compare to other Local Authorities in regeneration?

(3) How does the City balance the needs of its current population with those of prospective residents?

(4) How have we previously managed areas of major change and what has worked?

2. Membership and Process
Correspondence was sent to every member of the City Council to ascertain their interest in taking part in the work of the commission, the following members have expressed an interest.

Economic and Community Safety Scrutiny Committee members

Councillor Slater

Councillor Broughton

Councillor Howard

Councillor Ullman

Other Members

Councillor Potter

Councillor B. Murphy

Councillor Heywood

Councillor Salmon

Councillor Jones

Councillor Antrobus – as a potential witness in his role as lead member for development services.

Committee are asked to give consideration to the membership of the commission.

3. The way forward

Initial discussions have taken place between the Principal Scrutiny Support Officer and senior officers in the Strategy and Regeneration Division to consider the appropriate way forward for supporting the commission and setting appropriate timescales.

SCOPE OF THE INVESTIGATION

Arrangements are being made to convene a first meeting of the commission at which appropriate officers will be invited to present baseline information on the issues of regeneration across the City and members will be asked to consider: -

· Is external input required?

· What information already exists?

· How will we involve the public?

· Which other members should be involved?

· What baseline research is required?

· Where and when will evidence be taken?

· How will evidence be taken?

· Will expert witnesses be required?

· Which external experts or organisations will be required?

· Which aspects of the issue should be focussed on?

· How will the group publicise its work?

Once members have agreed the scope a project plan will be produced for the work with timescales.

Some suggestions have already been put forward as to individuals that the commission could take evidence from during the course of its deliberations including: -

· Felicity Goody.

· Professor Michael Harlowe – Vice Chancellor at Salford University.

· Professor Brian Robson – Manchester University.

· Mr. Jim Ramsbottom – Castlefield Estates.

· CLES.

· The Local Partnership.

An addendum to this report will be provided to the Economic and Community Safety Scrutiny Committee at the meeting-updating members on the progress and outline of the first meeting including the date.
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