ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY SAFETY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
1st July, 2002

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.35 p.m. fillin "end time" 

PRESENT:
Councillor Ullman - in the Chair


Councillors Broughton, Hincks, Jolley, King and Slater
Councillors Mrs. Lea and Hinds also attended at the invitation of the Committee

12.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Owen, Upton, Wilson and Witkowski.

13.
MINUTES

Submitted the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10th June, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes be approved and adopted.

14.
UPDATE ON WORK TO PROMOTE THE CITY

The Lead Member for Communications, Councillor Mrs. Lea, submitted a report on the work being undertaken to promote the City of Salford.  The report indicated that the Council had been pursuing a consistent approach to promoting Salford as a great place to live, work, play, visit, study and invest, and summarised key developments and the Tourism Action Plan.


Councillor Mrs. Lea, in introducing the report, made reference in more detail to the work so far undertaken and now required to be developed and to action the strategy to take forward communications, tourism and the promotion of the City.


Members discussed the report and areas covered by Councillor Mrs. Lea in detail with reference being made to -

· Salford’s close proximity to Manchester and the need to pursue joint projects and initiatives to benefit both areas;

· the importance of a ‘coherent communication strategy’ for the City with a corporate approach;

· the recent success of the television series ‘A Life of Grime’;

· the development of a training programme for front-line staff;

· the need to work with partners and the local media to  secure positive reporting and press coverage;

· the Tourism Action Plan and Strategy; and

· the availability of accommodation for visitors to the City.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report and action taken be welcomed.



(2) THAT Councillor Mrs. Lea be thanked for attending the meeting, presenting her report and addressing Members comments/questions.



(3) THAT the thanks of this Committee be conveyed to the Director of Environmental Services and his staff on the projection of the City’s workforce in a ‘Life of Grime’.



(4) THAT the Tourism Strategy be included in the workplan and submitted to this Committee.



(5) THAT the Committee be provided with regular updates on the progress being made with promoting the City.



(6) THAT regular progress reports on the implementation of Tourism Action Plan be submitted.

15.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT - POSITION STATEMENT

The Committee considered a statement of Salford’s commitment to Community Engagement, the main aim of which was to strengthen democracy and promote cohesion, improve services and empower communities.


The statement outlined the focus of the Best Value Review and how it was proposed to engage with geographical communities and communities of interest.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the position statement be noted.




(2) THAT the membership of the Scrutiny Panel, established to oversee the progress of the review, and the involvement of that Panel, be clarified at the next meeting.

16.
BEST VALUE REVIEW - SECTION 17 OF THE CRIME AND DISORDER ACT

RESOLVED:
THAT this item be deferred for consideration at the meeting of the Committee to be held in September, 2002; and that consideration be also given at that meeting to crime and clear-up rates for crimes committed.

17.
DRAFT CHIEF EXECUTIVE DIRECTORATE PART 1 SERVICE PLAN -


2001/2002

The Chief Executive and Leader of the Council submitted the draft Directorate Part 1 Service Plan for 2001/2002, listing key objectives and achievements/comments for that period.


Members discussed the Plan with reference being made to -

· customer access points and the overall responsibility for these;

· the Government White Paper on Regional Government and its potential implications;

· the opportunities to be offered by the new Housing Market Renewal Fund;

· ensuring high quality job opportunities for the people of Salford; and

· performance management and how this links into the scrutiny function.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted; and Councillor Hinds be thanked for attending the meeting and addressing Members’ comments/questions.



(2) THAT reports be submitted to this Committee on (a) the Government White Paper on Regional Government, and (b) the Housing Market Renewal Fund.

18.
SALFORD PLEDGE 5 - STRONGER COMMUNITIES

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of this item be deferred.

19.
FORWARD PLAN

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a list of key decisions which were proposed to be made during the period of four months commencing on 5th June, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Corporate Services be requested to review the format of the Plan. 

20.
WORKPLAN

A copy of the current workplan for the Scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the workplan be noted.

21.
ACTION SHEET

A copy of the current Action Sheet for the Scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Action Sheet be noted.

22.
SPECIAL MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT a special meeting be held on Monday, 19th August, 2002, for the purpose of visiting sites of relevance to the Committee within the City; and that a proposed itinerary and reasons for the visits to be made be forwarded to all Members.
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