ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY SAFETY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
2nd December, 2002

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.15 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Ullman - in the Chair

Councillors Fernandez, Hincks, Jolley, King, Upton, Wilson


and Witkowski


Councillors Lancaster and Hinds also attended at the invitation of the


Chairman

43.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Broughton, Owen and Slater.

44.
MINUTES

Submitted the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 4th November, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT, subject to the name of Councillor Upton being included in the list of those Members present, the minutes be approved and adopted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

45.
ACTION SHEET


A copy of the current Action Sheet for the Scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Action Sheet be noted.

46.
CCTV STRATEGY AND INITIATIVES

The Lead Member for Community Safety, Councillor Lancaster, introduced a report on the Salford CCTV Strategy.  He indicated that the report was intended to raise awareness of the main issues being considered within the development of the Salford CCTV Strategy and summarised the actions taken to-date to support this work.


The report set out information in relation to the following:-

· Historical developments (summary)

· Developing the strategy

· Completing the audit of CCTV systems

· Developing an incremental approach

· Rationalisation of management

· Rationalisation of maintenance contracts

· Leasing and purchasing camera systems

· Transmission and infrastructure

· Effective links to response services

· Responding to legislation

G. Dickson and S. Hunter, Crime and Community Safety Unit, together with Councillor Lancaster, reported further in respect of the items listed and discussed the development of CCTV Strategy with Members of the Scrutiny Committee.

Reference was made by Members, in scrutinising the work which was ongoing, to -

· the purpose of CCTV systems;

· how the systems were being operated and the differences that existed;

· the future options available; 

· central monitoring facilities;

· proposals for partnership with private businesses;

· the need for a co-ordinated approach throughout the city; and

· the work looking at the impact of the overall reduction on crime of CCTV systems and the need for feedback in assessing this service

RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the report and action being taken to-date be noted.



(2)
THAT the audit of the systems currently being undertaken in respect of the CCTV systems in place be noted.



(3)
THAT arrangements be made for Members of the Scrutiny Committee to be invited to take part in the visit to the Manchester system when this is arranged.



(4)
THAT a progress report be brought back to the Committee in three months’ time.

47.
HOME OFFICE PRESS RELEASES


(a)
Home Secretary’s recent Speech on Youth Crime.


(b)
John Denham’s Speech with regard to new Police Powers to Combat Crime

Members of the Scrutiny Committee were provided with copies of two recently produced press releases from the Home Office dealing with (a) the Home Secretary’s recent speech on youth crime and (b) John Denham’s speech with regard to new police powers to combat crime. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the press releases be noted.

48.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

A report of the Community Engagement Best Value Review Team was submitted containing details of progress with the review.  


The report indicated that, since the last update to Committee in October, work had been undertaken in relation to -

· consultation with Community Committee Members;

· consultation with black and minority and ethnic communities;

· consultation with the Local Strategic Partnership;

· consultation with “Community Leaders” involved in the Salford Community Leadership Programme;

· the questionnaire sent to residents via the Salford people/Internet and Local Democracy Week; and

· a Development Day involving representatives from across the Authority.


Details of this work were included in the report, together with information relating to continuing work in a number of areas to develop the strategy.


Reference was also made to a Mid-Review Challenge Session, which was to be organised for January, 2003, and which would involve an examination of the work undertaken to-date and the direction of the review.


RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the report be noted.




(2)
THAT arrangements be made for all Members of the Scrutiny Committee to be invited to attend the Mid-Review Challenge Session to be held in January, 2003.

49.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

A report of the economic development section was submitted on the fundamental best value.


Councillor Hinds and Mr. S. Kitchen attended the meeting and presented the report together with a presentation on the review of progress referring, in particular, to the next step in the process which was the Mid Point Challenge.  They indicated that, since the review was last reported to the Scrutiny Committee, good progress had been made in including the completion of the service profile, challenge focus groups, commission of business survey and preparation of the draft improvement plan.  (The next step was the Mid Point Challenge to be held on 4th December, 2002 with the final Improvement Plan being prepared for the Scrutiny Committee meeting on 3rd February, 2003.)


RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the report be noted.




(2)
THAT the proposals for the Mid Point Challenge be noted.




(3)
THAT the next meeting of the this Committee be commenced at an earlier time, with a view to a lunch time session being held to consider the results of the Mid Point Challenge, and any issues arising prior to the main business commencing at 2.00 p.m.

50.
PFI SCHEME : BOLTON AND SALFORD MAGISTRATES’ COURTS

Councillor Lancaster and Mr. A. Eastwood introduced a report on the PFI scheme for the delivery of new magistrates’ courts in Bolton and Salford, and the progress in relation to the PFI scheme and to proposals for the concept of a Justice Centre.


RESOLVED:
THAT the current position be noted and welcomed; and that a further report be brought to the Scrutiny Committee in June, 2003.

51.
WORK PLAN

A copy of the current Work Plan for the Scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the Work Plan be noted.




(2)
THAT a revised Work Plan be submitted at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee.  

52.
FORWARD PLAN

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a list of key decisions which were proposed to be made during the period of four months commencing on 2nd December, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the list of key decisions be noted.
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