ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY SAFETY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
10th February, 2003

Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
ended:
4.50 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Ullman - in the Chair


Councillors Broughton, Fernandez, Hincks, Jolley, Owen, Slater and Upton
Councillor Lancaster and Chief Superintendent B. Wroe also attended at the invitation of the Committee

61.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs. Morris, Wilson and Witkowski.

62.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

Submitted the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 6th January, 2003.


RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes be approved and adopted as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

63.
CRIME AND DISORDER

The Committee received the following reports in relation to Crime and Disorder submitted by Chief Superintendent B. Wroe, Councillor Lancaster and other Officers present.


(a)
Report of Chief Superintendent Wroe regarding Local Authority Scrutiny ‘Salford Division, covering performance and crime statistics in relation to overall crime, violent crime, robbery, burglary of dwellings, vehicle crime, juvenile nuisance, road traffic collisions and detection rates.


(b)
Report of the Lead Member for Community Safety Issues on the Crime and Disorder Strategy 2002-2005 - Implementation Plan Update, summarising progress and issues in relation to the implementation of the Plan.


(c)
Report of the Leader of the Council containing Action Plans for Local Public Service Agreement Targets 6, 9 and 10 as follows -

· Target 6 - to increase the number of people from disadvantaged groups and areas getting sustained jobs.

· Target 9 - to reduce vehicle crime by 36.5% by 2005.

· Target 10 - to reduce domestic burglary by 29% by 2005.

(d)
Report of the Lead Member for Community Safety Issues on Crime and Disorder Performance Indicators.

(e)
Report of the Lead Member for Community Safety Issues outlining the progress made in relation to achieving the aims of Pledge 4 (To create the best possible quality of life for the people of Salford)’.

In scrutinising the reports reference was made, in particular, by Members to - 

· drug and alcohol related crimes and the partnership research to be undertaken on this;

· the Drug Prevalence Study available in March, 2003;

· the proposal for the ‘Drug Action Team’ to become the ‘Drug and Alcohol Action Team’;

· action being taken to reduce robbery which was continuing;

· security for car parks; and

· reporting of crimes.

· roles of Neighbourhood Wardens and Police Community Support Officers.  (Members discussed the proposals for two new PCSO’s to be employed in each Committee area and stressed the importance of the need to work closely with Council Officers and Local Ward Councillors);

· Juvenile Nuisance and issues of sale of alcohol to underage persons, social problems and poor parenting skills which it was agreed to explore further at the next meeting when the report on the Youth Nuisance Strategy was considered and both Councillors Lancaster and Warmisham were able to be present;

· the Lobby of Parliament against the sale and use of fireworks referred to by Councillor Lancaster;

· detection rates and comparative data and on-going action being taken to increase these.  (Chief Superintendent Wroe referred to the overall rise in detection rates and praised the work of staff in his Division and expressed his appreciation of partnership working in helping to assist in achieving such improvements); and

· anti-social behaviour issues.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Chief Superintendent B. Wroe, Councillor Lancaster and Officers be thanked for attending the meeting, presenting reports and addressing Members’ questions and comments.



(2) THAT the positive overall performance, in relation to crime and clear-up rates, be welcomed; and that appropriate positive publicity be arranged.



(3) THAT the report on the results of the survey to be carried out on drug and alcohol related crimes be submitted, when available, to this Committee.



(4) THAT the Committee receive future reports in relation to (a) Neighbourhood Wardens, (b) Burglary Hate Crime and Other Initiatives, (c) Progress on PSA Targets, (d) Parenting Issues and (e) Youth Issues and Links to the Youth Strategy.

64.
SALFORD JUVENILE NUISANCE STRATEGY

RESOLVED:
THAT the progress report on the Salford Juvenile Nuisance Strategy be deferred for consideration at the next meeting.

65.
FORWARD PLAN

The Director of Corporate Services submitted a list of key decisions which were proposed to be made during the period of four months commencing on 3rd February, 2003.


RESOLVED:
THAT the following be included on the workplan:


(a)
Neighbourhood Management.


(b)
Neighbourhood Wardens - Future Areas for Deployment.


(c)
Central Salford Delivery Plan.

66.
WORKPLAN

A copy of the current workplan for the scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the workplan be noted.




(2) THAT the 'City Council as an Employer' report include the Health Authorities perspective.

67.
ACTION SHEET

A copy of the current action sheet for the Scrutiny Committee was submitted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the action sheet be noted.
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