REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES

TO THE 

SALFORD LOCAL ADMISSIONS FORUM

24th FEBRUARY, 2003

AND TO THE CABINET

5th MARCH, 2003

FUTURE OF THE SALFORD LOCAL ADMISSIONS FORUM

1.1
In 1999 H.M. Government recommended that local authorities should establish an inter-disciplinary Forum to offer advice to the LEA on issues arising from proposed admission arrangements.  Salford City Council responded to this request in a positive manner and established the Salford Local Admissions Forum with members drawn from headteachers, School Governors, the faith communities etc.  Other Authorities did not follow the recommendation and, as a possible consequence, H.M. Government have now made compulsory the establishment of a Forum.

1.2
Whilst the new requirement does not alter substantially the role of the Forum it does make changes to the terms of reference and is more prescriptive as to the groups which should be represented.  For example in the past headteachers and school Governors were represented on the Forum; it is now required that these represent a particular type of school and/or type of Governor (such as Parent-Governors). Rather than attempt to revise the current Forum to fit-in with the new requirements it would be simpler to start over with a new Forum.

2.
Recommendations
2.1
The Forum is asked to note the proposed actions and authorise the Director of Corporate Services to advise all Members that the Forum will no longer meet in its current form and thank them for their services.

2.2
The Cabinet is recommended to:-

(a)
Agree to replace the existing Salford Local Admissions Forum with a new Forum with the following membership:-

· Group A : The LEA – Three Members.

· Group B : Anglican Diocesan of Manchester – One Member.

· Group C : Roman Catholic Diocese of Salford – One Member.

· Group D : The Jewish Faith – One Member.

· Group E : Community and Voluntary Controlled Schoos – Two Members


being either a headteacher of a governor

· Group F : Voluntary Aided Schools – Two Members being either a


headteacher or a governor.

· Group G : Parent Governor Representative – One Member.

· Group H : Early Years Partnership – One Member.

· Group I : Special Educational Needs – One Member.

· Group J : Others – One Member to be appointed by the Cabinet on the


recommendation of the Members of Groups A – I.

(b)
Authorise the Directors of Corporate Services/Education and Leisure to seek nominations for persons to represent Groups B to I and authorise the latter Director to make appointments from the nominees.

(c)
Either select three Elected Members to form Group A or authorise the Lead Member for Education to do so.

(d)
Agree to the Directors of Corporate Services and of Education and Leisure preparing terms of reference for approval by the Forum subject to the inclusion of the following to specify that the Forum will:-

· Consider how well existing and proposed admission arrangements serve the interests of children and parents in the City of Salford;

· Promote agreement on admissions issues;

· Consider the comprehensiveness and accessibility of the admission literature and information for parents, produced by each admission authority within the City of Salford;

· Consider the effectiveness of Salford’s proposed co-ordinated admission arrangements;

· Consider the means by which admissions processes might be improved and how actual admissions relate to the admission numbers published;

· Monitor the admission of children who arrive in the City of Salford outside a normal admissions round with a view to promoting arrangements for the fair distribution of such children among local schools, taking account of any preference expressed in accordance with arrangements made under section 86(1) School Standards and Framework Act 1998; and

· Promote the arrangements for children with special educational needs; looked after children (as defined in the Children Act, 1989) and children who have been excluded from school.
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