HOUSING, ENVIRONMENTAL AND PLANNING OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

18 OCTOBER 2004

ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM THE ABOVE COMMITTEE

Present: Councillors Smyth (Chair), Heywood, B. Murphy, Hunt, Cooke, Humhreys, Broughton, and Lindley.
Officers and invitees:  Russell Bernstein, Karen Lucas and Dave Tinker - Deputy Director Environmental Services.

ITEM
ACTION REQUIRED
RESPONSIBLE 

MEMBER / OFFICER
TIMESCALE

1.

Apologies for Absence.
Councillors Lightup and Salmon.

Accepted and agreed.



2.

Action Sheet from 20 September 2004.
Agreed.

Matters arising:

Recycling Sub Group – The first meeting has been organised for 24 November 2004. Thirteen Members/Officers have put their name forward.

Homelessness Sub Group – A date has not yet been organised. There are presently seven Members/Officers interested in joining the sub group.



3.

Environmental Services - Service Plan.

Dave Tinker.
Dave Tinker provided a summary of the Service Plan highlighting various aspects of the report:

· How Environmental Services link to all seven pledges and how their key objectives and targets are designed to measure achievement of the aims set out in the Councils various plans

· Each service area has a business plan that supports the service plan.

· Significant progress has been made with pledge seven ‘enhancing life’, which is Environmental Services key pledge. 

· Environmental Services will shortly be taking over the licensing function, much of which will be linked to an I.T system. More information will be known next year.

· Sickness within some of the Direct Services area is being looked at as a priority as there are major problems; figures are above the national average. 

· NVQ opportunities will now be available to staff within Grounds Maintenance.

· Following the strategic review of governance Environmental Services will have a structure review, which will include City Wide Services transfeing over to Environmental Services sometime next year. 

· Environmental Services are working in partnership with the police on a joint venture to combat the litter problems throughout the city.

Councillor Smyth thanked Dave Tinker for a very readable and presentable Service Plan.



4.

Parks for People Strategy.

Verbal update from Dave Tinker.
A formal presentation of the strategy will be provided at a later date. The second phase of consultation will take place in November/December 2004, with the aim to revise the strategy early 2005.

Salford has 34 parks, of which 27 need to be improved to meet standards and attract people to use them.

Compiling the strategy has involved an extensive consultation exercise utilising questionnaires.

Subject to finances Environmental Services are aiming to improve 2/3 parks each year (it cost £350,00 to improve Victoria Park for a green flag bid).

Members suggested that areas that contain houses without gardens should have priority for their park to be improved; Dave agreed to note this suggestion for consideration. 
Dave Tinker.
Date to be agreed.

5.

Housing.
The four Housing priorities to be considered by this Scrutiny Committee are:

· Housing Options Appraisal

· Equity Share.

· Supporting People.

· My Home, IN Salford.

The Scrutiny Committee on the 15 November 2004 has been devoted purely to Housing issues, whereupon more information will be provided on the four topics listed above.
Jean Rollinson/Kevin Scarlett/Bob Osborne.


15 November 2004.

6.

Work Programme.
The suggested work programme presented today, including the four Housing issues listed above have been accepted by Members of the Scrutiny Committee.



7.

Forward Plan.
It was agreed that particulars of proposed key decisions relevant to this Scrutiny Committee would be provided at future meetings rather than just headings.


Linda Sharples.
15 November 2004.

8.

Any other business.
Changes resulting from the strategic review of governance will have very little impact on this Scrutiny Committee. However, if Members identify any development/training requirements please inform Russell Bernstein or Linda Sharples.



Date of Next Meeting: 15 November 2004 at 1.30pm (Briefing for Members only at 1.00pm)

Chair
Councillor Roger Lightup


Assistant Director
Russell Bernstein
0161 793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Linda Sharples
0161 793 3324
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