ENVIRONMENTAL, HOUSING AND PLANNING SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

ACTION SHEET FROM THE MEETING ON 20 DECEMBER, 2004

In attendance: 

Councillors: Cllr Salmon (Acting chair), Broughton, Cooke, Howard, Humphreys, Hunt, B Lea, B Murphy, Smyth
Officers: 
Russell Bernstein, Linda Sharples, Alan Rowley, Wayne Priestley, Allison Partington
Apologies:
Cllr Lightup (Chair)
ITEM
COMMENT
ACTION REQUIRED
RESPONSIBLE

MEMBER / OFFICER
TIMESCALE

1 Apologies for Absence

2 Action sheet from previous meeting

Draft Park Strategy

Presented by Alan Rowley and Wayne Priestley

Planning

Presented by Allison Partington

Meeting with the Utilities and Environment Agency

Any other business


    It was discussed that the committee need to agree how members intend to scrutinise NPHL. It was discussed that one councillor on the committee is also a member of the parent board.

Car Parking – One member raised the issue of parking throughout the city as to why there are charges in some areas.

A presentation was given by officers covering the draft parks strategy.

A lot of public consultation is taking place which will be mainly within the community committees.  Members felt the strategy was good and should be adopted by council.

The UDP is being replaced by a series of documents. A new document the LDS – local development scheme will be produced annually. There needs to be a strong evidence base for the plans and sustainability appraisal, along with consultation on which the Government are very keen. There will be no future enquiries but examinations into the soundness of the plan will be made. Scrutiny need to very much involved in examining the evidence base and the consultation undertaken.

It was suggested that a total of 2 statutory plans would need to be brought to scrutiny along with 17 supplementary plans that would all require substantial scrutiny. The local development scheme is to go to cabinet by the 28 feb after going to the lead member.

Members raised the following issues

· Do we know how other providers are dealing with the changes

· Can documents come to scrutiny the same time as cabinet

· How will cross cutting issues be dealt with

· Will scrutiny receive relevant training

· Reports should be slim line/strategic documents

The new planning system commenced at the end of September, 2004.

Discussion took place around some of the issues that members would like to raise with the agencies at the meeting in January, 2005

Fire hydrants members to be updated on this issue

Forward Plan – it was felt that more information was required in order for this to be useful.
Clarification of this position to be discussed with Alan Eastwood

Members to be updated on the current policy in respect of parking within the city

· Varied charging for parking in the city

· Are there specific times when problems arise

· Machines not giving change

Recommendations to be made by scrutiny to cabinet that they should look at funding of the parks strategy and would like to be informed of any decisions taken.

Members requested a report outlining the following

· what is expected of scrutiny,

·  along with outlining various options, based on other providers. Addressing the views of the executive on the proposals

· What training will be provided. 

It is important that members have sufficient time to read relevant documents. 

Russell and Linda to meet with Allison to discuss further

Members to forward questions or issues they would like raising to the scrutiny support officer. In order to enable the agencies to be informed prior to the meeting.
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Chair
Councillor Roger Lightup


Assistant Director of Scrutiny
Russell Bernstein
0161 793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Linda Sharples
0161 793 3324

Date of next meeting: 17th January, 2005 the briefing will commence at 1.00pm  for members only with the meeting commencing at 1.30pm

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. Linda Sharples, Environment, Housing and planning Scrutiny Support Officer. linda.sharples@salford.gov.uk
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