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Environment, Housing and Planning Scrutiny Committee

Monday, 23 March, 2005. Action Sheet

Members: Cllrs Lewis, Howard, Humphreys, Hunt, B Lea, B Murphy and Cllr Salmon (Vice Chair)

Invitees and Officers: Roy Chapman (GMPTE), Dave Jolley (Building and Development Control Manager), Joe Martin (Conservation Officer)

Apologies: Cllr Broughton, Lightup, Hulmes and Cook

Item

Responsible Member

Officer
Discussion


Action 

Required By
Timescale

Presentation by GMPTE Roy Chapman
The officer gave the presentation on the rail strategy for Salford. The following issues were raised in the presentation:

· The condition of some sites along the railway lines as you enter Salford does not always give a good impression of the City

· Investment will be going into Salford Crescent to improve the station, however in the short term the lighting and security will be addressed

· Walkden station is one of the hot spots for crime and this is being dealt with as a pilot station, as to how to deal with this issue. Approximately 18 months for improvements to take place

· Patricroft needs to be looked at within the wider strategy

· Salford Central Station improvements will be completed Jan – March 2007

One of the issues that GMPTE need to bear in mind when improving stations in Salford is the ongoing development and plans of the surrounding area. It is important that GMPTE liase with officers from planning and highways to be informed of proposed developments for Salford. The next area GMPTE is looking at for the development of the stations is Swinton.

Therefore it is important that there are good communications between GMPTE and the Planning Department. A meeting took place last year but it is important that one takes place soon to discuss future developments for the Swinton area.

Dave Jolley stated it would be helpful to have a copy of the strategic development plan for each station, as this would help the Council with future planning. The plan will be available from the end of this year or early next year. 

Scrutiny to monitor the relationship with the Council and GMPTE. Roy Chapman to attend a future scrutiny meeting early next year to present the final development plan.

Security on train stations

Members felt it would be useful to know what is actually happening in terms of security. However, this is an issue more appropriate to be dealt with by the crime and disorder sub group of the Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committee. The scrutiny support officer to inform this committee of information received in respect of this.
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Ongoing

June, 2005

To be agreed

Tree Protection Orders

Dave Jolley
The officer explained the process in terms of Tree Protection Orders, along with how this is communicated to the public. The following issues were raised

· Planning applications do over ride TPO’s if granted but the application process is very thorough, especially in terms of the impact on trees

· Prosecutions have been rare

· The new full time post of an officer working with Tree Protection Orders will improve the service

· Some information regarding Tree Protection Orders is available on the website and leaflets. However there is a need to improve this for the general public



Conservation Areas

Joe Martin
The officer gave a presentation outlining the current conservation areas in Salford and the process that is in place within the authority.



Any other business
Housing Options Appraisal – Members to inform the scrutiny support officer of any additional issues they would like to raise prior to the meeting in respect of Housing Options Appraisal. The following questions were raised that members would like addressed at the meeting in April, 2005

· What is the methodology behind the options, and how has each one been decided for individual areas and what criteria has been used

· PFI – how will this be managed

· If only a small section of the community have voted or been involved then how has the decision been made

· Members would like an overview of the above in respect of each ward
Members

Linda Sharples

Kevin Scarlett
6th April, 2005


Sewerage




The pipes in Boothstown had burst resulting in sewerage on footpaths and roads. Cllr Howard has taken this up with United Utilities. This issue to be brought back to scrutiny if the problem is not resolved.
Cllr Howard

John Halsall
May 2005


























Chair
Councillor Roger Lightup


Assistant Director of Scrutiny
Russell Bernstein
0161 793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Linda Sharples
0161 793 3324

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. Linda Sharples, Environment, Housing and planning Scrutiny Support Officer. linda.sharples@salford.gov.uk
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