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REPORT OF 
THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITY SAFETY
TO LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT 
ON THURSDAY, 1ST MARCH, 2012
TITLE:
BEDFORD FIELDS WOODLAND PLANTING
RECOMMENDATION:

That Lead Member for Environment, in accordance with Paragraph 2.7 of Section 2, of the Scheme of Delegation, approves;

· The planting of trees to form small woodland copses on Bedford Fields 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

As part of the planning conditions relating to the construction of Leigh Guided Bus-way, Transport for Greater Manchester are required to plant two new trees in the locality for every tree removed. The sites identified for these trees to be planted is Bedford Fields in Walkden and James Brindley Primary school.
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)
Leigh-Salford-Manchester busway
Planning Consent:  5/9/2002

Traffic Regulation Order:  17/2/12  
KEY DECISION:
NO
1. DETAILS:
1.1 The Leigh-Salford-Manchester (LSM) Busway Programme is a new high quality public transport service linking Wigan and Leigh with Tyldesley, Ellenbrook, Salford and Manchester.  The scheme is a key element within the Greater Manchester Transport Fund.  The implementation of LSM services is proposed for winter 2014.   Preparatory work on the ‘guided’ element of the busway route began in summer 2010.  In early 2012 there will be a programme of site clearance works along the 7km corridor from East Bond Street in Leigh to Newearth Road in Ellenbrook.
1.2 As part of the planning conditions Urban Vision has been asked to look at a tree replacement strategy for the loss of trees within the Salford City Council section of the LSM Busway namely in the vicinity of Newearth Road and to identify potential sites that could accept future tree planting.  No exact figure for the loss of trees has been provided, but it has been estimated as 500, some of which are self-seeded.  The Council Planning Policy is for two trees to be planted for every one tree lost.  It is the aim of Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) that the replacement tree planting will commence in February/March 2012.
1.3 Urban Vision looked at various potential sites for this replacement planting, both on Council owned land and land owned by Peel Holdings.  The trees needed to be located close to the area of loss and only one site was considered suitable.
1.4 This site is Bedford Fields, a large open space with naturalistic planting owned by the Environment and Community Safety Directorate.   This site can easily accommodate the proposed replacement trees.  
1.5 The proposed scheme is to create small woodland copses on the field to increase both the attractiveness of the area and extend the woodland habitat potential.  Small feathered trees and whips of native species will be planted, complementing the existing trees on the site.  Small trees have been chosen as they have to ability to establish substantially quicker than larger ones.  The total number of trees to be planted is 1015, which will satisfy the planning condition as agreed by the Planning case officer.
1.6 Ward members and local residents were consulted on the tree planting scheme, the former by email and the latter via leaflet drop.  One resident requested that the there were less trees near the entrance to the field from Bedford Road and more in the centre of the site.  This request was acceptable and the plan has been amended to suit. 

1.7 10 fruit trees are also to be planted within the grounds of James Brindley Primary School

2. FINANCIAL
2.1 The planting works and establishment / maintenance period would be funded by TfGM.  The total estimated cost is £46, 000 of which £41,000 is for the works and £5,000 for the establishment costs. 
2.2  The establishment period will be for five years during which time there will be woodland management operations including thinning works and final removal of stakes and tree ties.    All work carried out in this period is designed so that the woodland will be well established and no further regular maintenance will be needed.
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Planning Policy 
Greenspace Strategy

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND IMPLICATIONS:-  
This scheme does not have an impact on the basis of age, disability, gender, race / ethnicity, religion / belief or sexual orientation
This proposal does not require that a Community Impact Assessment is completed.
ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
TfGM will fund this scheme from the Greater Manchester Transport Fund and Department for Transport
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
The replacement planting forms part of the planning conditions for the construction of the Leigh Guided Busway and these conditions must be fulfilled before the end of the planting season (March 2012) prior to the commencement of the busway construction.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
TfGM will fund these works from the Greater Manchester Transport Fund including a maintenance period to allow the trees to establish.  No grounds maintenance is currently carried out on this site and once the establishment period is over the trees will not require any routine maintenance.
OTHER DIRECTORATES CONSULTED: 
Urban Vision – Landscape Design Group
CONTACT OFFICER: Alex Dowse TEL. NO. 925 1165


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Walkden South
RECOMMENDATION:

That Lead Member for Environment, in accordance with Paragraph 2.7 of Section 2, of the Scheme of Delegation, approves;
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Salford City Council - Record of Decision

I Councillor R Mashiter Lead Member for Environment, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on me by Paragraph 3.3  of Section 2  of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council do hereby 

Approve the 
1) 
The proposed tree planting to Bedford Fields, Walkden
The Reasons are:
As part of the planning conditions relating to the construction of Leigh Guided Bus-way, Transport for Greater Manchester are required to plant two new trees in the locality for every tree removed.  Bedford Fields in Walkden was identified as the site where these trees could be planted.  This will improve the existing open space.

Assessment of Risk: Low 

The source of funding is:   
TfGM - from the Greater Manchester Transport Fund and DfT
Legal Advice obtained  N/A
Financial Advice obtained  N/A
The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:
UV002986-L-BF-001 
Contact Officer:
Alex Dowse

Tel No 925 1165
PTO

	*
This matter is also subject to consideration by the Lead Member for Customer and Support Services and, accordingly, has been referred to that Lead Member / Director for a decision.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is not subject to consideration by another Lead Member/Director
	(

	*
This document records a key decision, but the matter was not included in the Council's Forward Plan and it has been dealt with under the emergency procedure.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
This decision is urgent and is not subject to call-in, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Decision Making Procedure Rules
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	*
The appropriate Scrutiny Committee to call-in the decision is the Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee.
	


Key:
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………………………

Date ………………………………………………………. 

FOR COMMITTEE SERVICES USE ONLY

*
This decision was published on .
*
This decision will come in force on #  unless it is called-in in accordance with the Decision Making Process Rules.

Key:

#    Insert date five days after decision notice is to be published.

