ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

ACTION SHEET ARISING FROM THE ABOVE COMMITTEE HELD ON 16th June.
In attendance: Councillors Lightup (Chair), B. Murphy, Broughton, Eglin, Smyth, Payne, B. Lea, McIntyre, Carson, Howard, Potter.



Officers, Russell Bernstein, Peter Kidd

	 ITEM
	COMMENT
	ACTION REQUIRED
	RESPONSIBLE

MEMBER / OFFICER
	TIMESCALE

	Previous meeting
	Consideration of previous minutes / Action sheet


	No issues identified.

Though Cllr Lea (to Housing) swapped with Cllr Payne (to Development) on performance sub groups


	
	

	Forward Plan
	Cllr Lea asked why we need detail on forward plan issues – to raise awareness and enable consideration as to whether further action is required

· Carlton footbridge – where is it?

· Contract for removal of Furniture and equipment? Cllr Smyth asked has the contract a recycling element

· Cllr Lea asked for further detail on the Duchy area facelift.

· Contract for Funeral Services Cllr Lea asked for further info for consideration


	Identify ward and pass info to Members 

Find out and advise Cllr Smyth

Pass info to Cllr Lea

Item appears on future workplan
	Peter Kidd

“

“
	Done

Done

Done

Future item for workplan

	Annual Review of Environmental Scrutiny 
	Issues raised by Members for future consideration – in no particular order

· Grass cutting - trees – weeds in footway

· Garden waste, composting bins, green boxes

· Funeral service  (municipal)

· Demolition of property – derelict sites (Manchester tidy site pilot) fly tipping, enforcement 

· Flooding 

· Street cleansing - street bin liners

· Agenda 21

· ALMO Performance 


	Some items fall under other larger subject areas e.g. BV reviews otherwise these items are to be scheduled into the workplan were possible 
	Peter Kidd
	Future item for Workplan



	Environmental Scrutiny - a discussion with Lead Members and Directors attended by

Cllrs. Lea and Hunt. Bruce Jassi and Wayne Priestly from Env. Svs.

Cllr. Antrobus and Bill Taylor from Dev. Svs. 

Cllr. Connor and Kevin Scarlett from Housing.
	· Councillor M Lea stressed the need to focus on a smaller number of issues which could be looked at in depth including :-

· Arboricultural Services

· Graffiti 

· Municipal funeral service

· Local Agenda 21 issues which would need to be a joint venture with Development Services

· Councillor Antrobus referred to a number of issues, progress of BV, cycling strategy, land reclamation, planning guidance, re thinking construction and the joint venture company. Development Services will provide a considered list of items for in depth investigation as soon as possible.

· Councillor Connor also referred to a number of areas which could be brought to the committee for informed, focussed debate Housing will provide a list of topic areas

There then followed a general discussion all three Directorates answered specific questions from Members on various issues such as trees in Worsley, drains on the Height, tenant transfers, property standards issues were clarified or referred for future discussions.
	Confirm timings over the year for workplan

Ensure list of items produced with approximate timings

Ensure list of items produced with approximate timings


	Peter Kidd

Bill Taylor / Peter Kidd

Kevin Scarlett / Peter Kidd
	July

July

July

	Policy Development
	· Following the above discussions a general point was raised about the consultation process for policy development
	The matter was to be raised at a future meeting of the Chairs Group highlighting the Terms of reference
	Russell Bernstein
	July Chairs

	Reports Of the Director of Development Services

	Best Value Reviews of Building Control and Development Control

Implementation progress presented by Dave Jolley
	· Generally progressing well changes to structure and IT have helped improve performance and customer care

· Look to include a Braille leaflet as well as multilingual options

· Measures to improve delegated planning permission target will be considered by cabinet in June
	Committee will be kept informed of progress and will receive as future report in line with the BV schedule
	Dave Jolley / Peter Kidd
	On going item to be scheduled in workplan



	The Unitary Development Plan a report presented by Chris Findley and David Evans
	· The detail of the draft plan will be discussed by a cabinet subgroup

· The second deposit is due in November timescale very tight a deal of work is required to ensure deadlines are met
	The issue will return to committee early in 2004

 
	Chris Findley / Peter Kidd


	Jan 2004

	Report on Third Party Highways Claims

Presented by Bill Taylor accompanied Cllr. Antrobus and John Spink
	· Breakdown of information re claims could be more informative

· Accidents plotted revealed no particular high risk area spread across City of Salford

· Need for investment in highways to improve standard which would reduce claims in future years after time lag joint venture company way forward

· Bitmac policy - in place will improve position

· A robust inspection regime improves defence – filled vacancy and strengthened clerical support.

· Using contacts in greater Manchester and Cheshire to learn and share good practice

· Need consistent approach with NPHL on unadopted roads

· Need to improve repudiation rates it was suggested a press article would reinforce message 
	An update to come to committee in 3 months time – with more detailed breakdown of claims - progress on repudiation rates – comparison from other authorities - comment from Housing perspective.
	Bill Taylor
	Sept / Oct

	


Scrutiny Support Officer Peter Kidd

793 3322 – peter.kidd@salford.gov.uk
Next meetings  

14th July 2003

ITEM 4








