
ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

DISCUSSION NOTE

END USER INVOLVEMENT 

IN 

THE ARCHITECTURAL AND LANDSCAPE DESIGN PROCESS

Introduction


· The Service designs and manages building and landscaping projects for all Directorates of the City Council.  

· Focus on the Community Plan’s priorities, as reflected in the seven themes of the Plan.

· An important element of the Community Plan is “creating and maintaining strong, safe, healthy and sustainable communities where all citizens can participate to the fullest extent in decisions which affect their communities”.  

· This discussion note addresses an important aspect of that particular element: user involvement in the design process.

Current End User Involvement

Non-residential schemes 

· We involve the head teacher or facility manager in the briefing process and at key stages in the development of the design.  Examples are:

· Springwood Primary School

· The Albion High School

· The Beacon Resource Centre

· School extensions generally, including the SPACE Projects.

· We have involved school children / the local community in the design process, particularly where community art has been involved, for example:

· St Philips Primary School Railings (Islington, Central Salford)

· Islington Park

· Peel Park, Little Hulton

· Clarendon Park, Pendleton

· Ordsall Park

· Peel Park, Salford

· Beacon Resource Centre (involved the young people of Charlestown)

· Development of Blackleach Country Park was undertaken in close cooperation with the Friends of Blackleach Country Park.

Residential schemes

· We work with the Housing Service to involve the residents in the proposals and the design development. 

· We took advantage of an opportunity to involve the community in the design of communal features at Tiger Moth Square, Irlam.

· Seedley and Langworthy – Public participation exercise with Community Artists.

Potential for Further Involvement

There is undoubtedly scope to extend the level of involvement in a way that will:

· help to reduce crime and disorder

· raise education and skill levels

· increase the involvement of local people and communities in shaping the future of the City

· improve the environment

To this end there would be merit in researching examples of good practice in other authorities.
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