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1.0
        PURPOSE OF REPORT
1.1
To inform the scrutiny Committee of the standard methodology used to obtain the Best Value performance Indicator No.178, present the results of the 2001 / 2002 survey. 

2.0
        RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1
That Scrutiny Committee note the report.


3.0
        BACKGROUND
3.1

As you are aware you requested at your meeting of 19 November 2001 that a report on Best Value Performance Indicator (BVPI) be prepared and presented.

3.2

In December 2000 the Government published new and revised BVPI’s in line with its programme to modernise Local Government. The Rights of Way Performance Indicators (P6a and P6b) have been produced since 1998, in line with the Audit Commission’s requirement. This has now been replaced by BVPI No. 178, which combines (P6a and P6b) into one indicator. The new indicator is a measure of the ‘ease of use’ of the Authority’s network and is described in full below. The BVPI will be used to look at year on year trends and to compare performance between Highway Authorities.
4.0          REPORT 


4.1
         BVPI No.178 in full reads:


Indicator: – The percentage of total length of footpaths and other rights of way which were easy to use by members of the public.


Definition – The indicator is the total length of rights of way, which were easy to use, as a percentage of the total length of all rights of way. Rights of way appear on the definitive map of public rights of way for the Highway Authority area and are numbered. 

4.2
‘Easy to use’ means - signposted or waymarked where they leave the road in accordance with the Authority’s duty under s.27 of the Countryside Act 1968 and to the extent necessary to allow users to follow the path (a public right of way wholly within a built up area and with a hard surface provided along its complete length and with a clearly defined route may be excluded from measurement); free from unlawful obstructions and other interference, (including overhanging vegetation) to the public’s right of passage; surface and lawful barriers (e.g. stiles, gates) in good repair and to a standard necessary to enable the public to use the way without undue inconvenience.

4.3
Under the definition of the indicator the Government states that surveys to assess ease of use should use the methodology developed by the CSS and the Countryside Agency as the benchmark standard. This is based on a minimum 25 km random selection of the paths shown on the Definitive Map.

4.4
The standard methodology requires for the survey to be conducted 12.5 km in May and 12.5 km in November. Due to the outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease Local Authorities have been advised by the DETR to carry out the whole survey during November 2001. My Public Rights of Way Officer carried out the survey between the 13th and 29th November 2001.


4.5

The result of the survey for the 2001 / 2002 period was a 50%pass. (See appendix 1 attached)


4.6
There are a number of unlawful obstructions on public rights of way within Salford that cause the path to fail. Many of these are longstanding problems, which can take an enormous amount of officer time and money to resolve. In this survey for example there were 6 of the 54 paths surveyed, where the line of the footpath is obstructed and requires either removal of the obstruction or diversion of the line of the path. Whereas 28 of the 54 paths surveyed failed the indicator solely due to the fact that the path was not signed and waymarked adequately.

4.7
If these paths had been signed and waymarked adequately the result of the survey would have been 88.89%.


4.8
In the past my Public Rights of Way Officer has concentrated time and resources on maintenance of the network, removal of obstructions and clearance of vegetation. However, in order to substantially improve the performance indicator result for future years, signs and waymarkers could be erected where necessary, if the necessary resources were to be made available.

4.9
On this particular survey 29 signs and 10 waymarkers would need to be erected. This was a survey of 20.62% survey of the public rights of way network and therefore, pro rata approximately 140 signs and 49 waymarkers will be required. 

4.10
It is estimated that it would cost approximately £21K to provide and install the above number of signs and waymarkers for the whole of the network and this work will be carried out in 2002/3 with costs being met from the Highways Maintenance revenue budget.

5.
          CONCLUSION
5.1
The work to be carried out in 2002/3 to sign and waymark all the City’s paths will enable the Council to meet its performance indicator targets.

MALCOLM SYKES

Director of Development Services

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES PLEASE CONTACT
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

BVPI No. 178 Autumn Survey and Summary Sheet.

R. J. Paulson
0161 793 3781
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