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Motorcycle Accidents in Salford

National Overview

The increase in Motorcycle accidents has long been recognised as a national problem. In the latest edition of ‘Road Accidents in Great Britain 2000: The Casualty Report’ published by The Stationery Office. It is reported that “compared with 1999, deaths among Two Wheeled Powered Vehicles (TWPV) riders rose by 9 %, whilst serious injuries increased by 7 %.  Deaths and serious injuries also rose amongst pillion passengers.”  Nationally TWPV casualties have risen by 17 % since the 1994-1998 baseline and now account for 18 % of fatalities and 9 % of all casualties.

The Greater Manchester Picture

TWPV casualties in Greater Manchester have been on the rise over the last six years as shown in the following table:

TWPV casualties in Greater Manchester 1996-2001

Year                
   1996
    1997
   1998
   1999
   2000
   2001
3 year % change

Casualties
    512
     605
    562
    633
    854
    844
     + 23.57

TWPV Accidents and Casualties in Salford

In Salford over the last 3years there has been a 15 % rise in TWPV casualties. Last year (2001) in Salford riders and pillion passenger casualties accounted for 16% of the killed and seriously injured casualties and 6% of all casualties

TWPV Accidents and Casualties in Salford 1996-2001

Year
    1996
    1997
  1998
   1999
   2000
   2001
3 year % change

Accidents

Casualties
      52

      67
      68

      94
    72

    82
     76

     94
    100

    118 
     96

    113
    + 16.13

    + 15.23

Over the last 3 years there have been an average of 83 TWPV accidents per year resulting in an average of 98 casualties.  These 98 casualties include other road users such as car drivers and passengers and pedestrians involved in the accidents.

TWPV Casualty Types in Salford 1996-2001

Casualty Type
   1996
   1997
  1998
   1999
   2000
   2001
3 year % change

Rider

Pillion
      48

       4
     62

      9
    61

     4
     70

      4
     79

      9
     83

      7
    + 18.57

    + 23.53

Total
      52
     71
    65
     74
     88
     90
    + 18.94

Location of TWPV Accidents in the City

Investigation shows that there are no specific TWPV accident ‘hot spots’ in the city unlike the Shire Counties that have been able to identify areas of high motorcycle activity such as the Cat and 

Fiddle Road in Cheshire or around Rivington in Lancashire. The City Council only receive information on accidents that occur on the highway, not surprisingly, the majority of accident in Salford occur at junctions with 51 % happening at T or staggered junctions and 17 % at crossroads.  The largest area of increased accidents has been identified as being at roundabouts, where over the last 3 years accident have increased by 163%.  However it must be pointed out that roundabout accidents make up only 7 % of the total number of TWPV accidents.
Causation Factors in TWPV accidents
Over the last two years Greater Manchester Police have been recording causation factors in all accidents. The top five causation factors in TWPV accidents have been identified as being:



Looked but did not see



16%


Failure to judge other person’s path or speed 
13%



Lack of judgement of own path


7%



Inattention





6%


Behaviour careless/ thoughtless/reckless

5%

Age Profile of TWPV Riders

As can be seen from the following tables the largest increases in casualties in Salford are in the younger age groups and in the smaller vehicle types with a 72 % and 170% rise respectively. This is not reflected in statistics in the Shire counties where it appears to be an increase in older bikers riding larger bikes. It is the ‘Born again Bikers’ that appears to be the problem in country areas whilst within the City the rise is attributed to the increase in smaller commuter two wheel vehicles.

Age Profile and gender of TWPV rider casualties 

Rider age
Gender
  1997
  1998
  1999
  2000
   2001
3 year % change

 Under 20
  Male

Female
    10

     0
    15

     0
    14

     0
    18

     3
     27

      2
    + 72.34

  + 100.00

    20-29


  Male

Female
    22

     0
    17

     0
    19

     4
    21

     1
     14

      5
    - 26.32

   +200.00

  Over 29


  Male

Female
    29

     1
    29

     0
    33

     0
    36

     0
     35

      0
      + 7.14

   - 100.00

 Total
    62
    61
    70
    79 
     83
    + 18.57

Rider Casualties by Type of Vehicle

Type of Vehicle
   1997
   1998
   1999
   2000
  2001
3 year % change

Moped < 50cc
      7
      7
      9
     15
    28
  + 270.97

50cc to 125cc
      0
      2
     13
     31
    17
    + 10.87

Over 125cc
     55
     52
     48
     33
    38
     - 14.29

Total
     62
     61
     70
     79
    83
    + 18.57

Age Profiles of Riders by Vehicle Type

Mopeds<50cc
Gender
   1997
  1998
   1999
  2000
  2001
3 year % change

Under 20


  Male

Female
      2

      0
     2

     0
      5

      0
     5

     2
    17

     1    
    + 325.00

      + 50.00

20 – 29


  Male

Female
      1

      0
     2

     0
      2

      0
     3

     1
     3

     3
      + 28.57

    + 800.00

Over 29
  Male

Female
      3

      1
     3

     0
      2

      0
     4

     0
     4

     0
      + 33.33

           0.00

Total
      7
     7
      9
    15
    28
    + 170.97

Age Profiles of Riders by Vehicle Type
50cc – 125cc
Gender
   1997
  1998
   1999
    2000
   2001
3 year % change

Under 20
  Male

Female
0

0
1

0
6

0
10

1
5

1
       - 11.76

    + 200.00

20 – 29
  Male

Female
0

0
0

0
4

1
10

0
6

0
      + 28.75

     - 100.00

Over 29
  Male

Female
0

0
1

0
2

0
10

0
5

0
      + 15.38

           0.00

Total
0
2
13
31
17
      + 10.87

Over 125cc
Gender
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
3 year % change

Under 20


  Male

Female
8

0
12

0
3

0
3

0
5

0
- 16.67

     0.00

20 – 29


  Male

Female
21

0
15

0
13

0
8

0
5

2
  - 58.33

      + 100.00

Over 29


  Male

Female
26

0
25

0
29

0
21

1
26

0
 + 4.00

-100.00

Total
55
52
48
33
38
- 14.29

Awareness Campaigns

In April 2001 The North West Group of Local Authority Road Safety Officers (LARSOA) launched a Motorcycle awareness campaign under the Title “Bike Safe North West”.  This campaign was designed specifically to target the increasing rise in casualty rates for scooter riders, older riders (“Born again Bikers”) and the increasing trend in women rider accidents. 

The campaign message is “You are not Invincible!” be a better Biker:

1. Concentrate

2. Be Seen

3. Ride Defensively

4. Do Not Emulate Your Racing Hero

The Department of Transport Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) is currently preparing a TV commercial reminding drivers to be alert to motorcyclists and reminding motorcyclists to take care in reading the road and to ride defensively.  This is to be launched in May 2002.  Planning is now under way to produce support material for this campaign.

Conclusions

The increase in casualties from TWPV accidents is a cause for concern. However, it is not just a problem in Salford, but is replicated across Greater Manchester and the UK as a whole.

The reason for these increases is probably the growth in Motorcycle ownership and usage, thereby increasing the exposure to risk for riders on congested roads.

Other road accident casualties are falling and these reductions are due, in part, to physical measures introduced on highways to slow down or calm traffic. Such physical measures do not necessarily work for motorcycles, due to their inherent flexibility of movement.

The most effective way of reducing motorcycle accidents is by safety campaigns aimed at riders themselves and accompanied by others targeted at car and commercial vehicle drivers to raise their awareness of the problems encountered by motorcyclists. The City Council and its partners in Greater Manchester and the North West region do have campaign strategies designed to complement national initiatives on this difficult issue.


