ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
26th February, 2003

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
4.03 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup - in the Chair


Councillors Broughton, Cullen, Eglin, A.K. Holt, Judge, Payne, Salmon and Wilkinson

Councillor Hunt also attended at the invitation of the Chairman with regard to the items detailed in Minutes 100 and 101

93.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Smyth.

94.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th January, 2003, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

95.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 84(c) - Rail Investment Strategy - Visit to Train Stations

Peter Kidd reported that Members had visited the following train stations with Roy Chapman from the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Authority on 14th February, 2003:-

· Salford Central

· Moorside

· Swinton

· Salford Crescent

· Walkden

Peter Kidd also indicated that (a) it was proposed that a visit be carried out to the remaining train stations in Salford in the near future and (b) Roy Chapman had agreed that details of the proposals for modern facilities at stations could be circulated to members of the Scrutiny Committee.

Reference was made to the need for the relevant agencies to co-ordinate their actions to solve the current problems at certain stations.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

(b)
Minute 84(a) - Flooding in the City of Salford
Peter Kidd gave a presentation on the current situation with regard to flooding in the City which contained details of the areas which were being investigated and the action proposed.

Concerns were expressed with regard to (a) Hurstfield Road, Worsley, as it was considered that the action proposed would not completely solve the problem in the area, however, United Utilities had indicated that they would investigate the concerns raised, (b) the pollution in the stream at Abbots Fold Road, (c) Heathfield Road, Walkden, as the water table had risen considerably and (d) the closure of Newearth Road, Walkden, for the installation of a flooding chamber and the discussions being held with United Utilities in relation to the funding of a mini bus to travel around the area while the road was closed.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.

(2) THAT Peter Kidd contact Nigel Openshaw with regard to the concerns in relation to the pollution in the stream at Abbots Fold Road.

96.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY WORKPLAN

Peter Kidd submitted (a) an updated workplan for the Environmental Scrutiny Committee which contained details of forthcoming reports to be considered at future meetings, (b) the City Council’s Forward Plan of Key Decisions which were proposed to be made during the four month period commencing on 3rd February, 2003, and (c) an action sheet arising from the meeting of the Committee held on 20th January, 2003.


Peter Kidd indicated that (a) a response was still awaited from the Director of Development Services in relation to the transfer of the Drainage Team and (b) the queries raised at the meeting of the Budget Committee held on 4th February, 2003, in relation to (i) the cost and revenue income derived from the operation of the Bulk Refuse Collection Service and the cost associated with fly tipping, (ii) tripping claims and (iii) access for disabled people to Council owned properties across the City, would be investigated and a report would be submitted at a future meeting.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the workplan, forward plan and action sheet be noted.




(2) THAT the Director of Development Services be requested to provide a response in relation to the transfer of the Drainage Team at the next meeting of the Committee.

97.
REALITY CHECKS - FEEDBACK

Peter Kidd gave a presentation containing details of the themes arising from the reality checks carried out by members of the Committee, the main points of which were as follows:-

· Graffiti 

· Grass Cutting

· Highways

· The Built Environment

· Derelict Land and Litter


Peter Kidd indicated that action on the issues raised would be pursued by the Scrutiny Support Team and the situation would continue to be monitored.


The Chairman indicated that it would be beneficial for representatives of appropriate agencies to attend future meetings of the Scrutiny Committee to discuss the areas highlighted during the reality checks.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.




(2) THAT representatives from appropriate agencies be invited to attend future meetings of the Scrutiny Committee to provide an update on the issues raised.

98.
BEST VALUE REVIEWS OF BUILDING CONTROL AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL - IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Development Services submitted a report containing details of progress in relation to the implementation stage of the Best Value Reviews of Building Control and Development Control with specific reference to the targets achieved against the range of performance indicators, together with progress in implementing improvements.


Reference was made to (a) the need to ensure that planning applications were available on the web site, (b) a suggestion that if a further review of planning decisions was carried out, Members of the Scrutiny Committee be invited to attend and (c) whether it was considered that the best value approach had been useful.


Dave Jolley reported that the best value approach had improved the direction of the service as it was felt that they were contributing more to the needs of the residents of Salford.  


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the progress being made in implementing the best value reviews be noted.




(2) THAT Members of the Scrutiny Committee be involved in the next review of planning decisions made by the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

99.
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS : RESULTS FOR APRIL TO DECEMBER, 2002

The Director of Development Services submitted a report containing details of the interim progress regarding the nationally set Best Value Performance Indicators and Key Local Performance Indicators for the period April to December, 2002.


Reference was made to (a) the number of children killed/seriously injured and whether investigations were carried out as to the main causes, (b) the need to extend road safety training to high schools, (c) the need to educate those who use two wheeled motor vehicles as this would assist in reducing the number of accidents and (d) concerns regarding the increase in the number of street lights not working.


Graham Oldfield indicated that the information in relation to the number of children killed/ seriously injured was provided by Greater Manchester Police and evidence had indicated that the situation was improving and road safety training was provided at schools in an attempt to alert children to the dangers.


Paul Mallinder indicated that the increase in the percentage of street lights not working had caused concern and it was proposed that a detailed report be submitted at a future meeting of the Committee.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT a report containing details of the investigations carried out in relation to the percentage of street lights not working be submitted at the next meeting of the Committee.

100.
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS : RESULTS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER 2002/03

The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report containing details of the progress to date, on those Best Value Performance Indicators and Local Performance Indicators which could be monitored on a quarterly basis.


Reference was made to (a) the inspections carried out by Encam and (b) concerns regarding the increase in litter being dumped behind utility boxes and in hedges/bushes.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.




(2) THAT copies of the photographic evidence used by Encam be submitted at a future meeting of the Scrutiny Committee.

101.
LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE AGREEMENT - ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE

The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report containing details of the operation of a Local Public Service Agreement in relation to the City of Salford, with 


specific reference to the targets set by the Environmental Services Directorate in relation to the recycling of domestic waste emanating from high rise blocks.


Wayne Priestley indicated that (a) in relation to the voluntary agreement, consultation was being carried out with either the caretaker of the flats or representatives of local tenant groups and (b) in response to the query regarding the new prosecution arrangements in relation to dog fouling, the introduction of the Dog (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and the increase in enforcement measures which commenced in October, 2002, enabled the implementation of on the spot fines.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
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