Environmental Scrutiny Committee Work programme

March, 2004

Topic
Action
Contact 

May, 2004



United Utilities
Representatives from the Utilities to be invited back to Scrutiny to discuss issues raised and progress on new ways of working together and the proposed business plan, this will be a final opportunity for the Council to comment on the plan.
Nigel Powell

Linda Sharples

Work programme
Members to review what they feel has worked well within the programme and identify how this is to be taken forward.
Russell Bernstein

Recycling Report
The report from the event on the 28th April is to be considered by members regarding how the issues raised are taken forward.
Linda Sharples

June, 2004



Setting the work programme
Members to look at the issues outstanding for the forthcoming work programme, along with those that have been raised by Directorates and plan the future work programme. 

Conservation – Members to agree how they would like to look at this issue in September and does the committee want to invite other interest parties to the meeting.
Linda Sharples

September, 2004



Conservation

Tree Protection Orders
There is currently an issue with areas that are classed as conservation areas due to a lack of budgets for maintenance. Research by scrutiny into this issue and identifying best practice from other authorities would help establish the way forward.

A meeting could be arranged to invite representative of interested parties, along with another authority who has been scored as Excellent or Good to establish how they are dealing with this issue. This could also tie in with Housing in terms of open spaces and the urban and open space strategy. 

There has been some criticism of how the authority deals with this issue in respect of highways and tree protection orders.
Bill Taylor

Linda Sharples

Richard Wynne

Outstanding issues – Priorities to be agreed by the committee when setting the work programme for the year.

Housing Inspection Report
This is to come back to scrutiny with an invite to members of the parent board to discuss how the issues highlighted are taken forward and monitored by scrutiny over the forthcoming year

Issues raised to date by officers:

· Supporting People Strategy – Salford is going to be struggling to hit national targets. The Assistant Director feels that scrutiny involvement would be beneficial

· Loans/Grants – Grants are now being replaced with loans for home improvements. This is going to be a contentious issue and scrutiny involvement as to how this should be taken forward, along with identifying best practice would be useful to officers.
Gary Rearden

Reality Checks
Do members want to continue with this way of working and carry out further reality checks next year, discussion to take place.

Cllr Pennington raised linear walkways due to issues such as lack of upkeep, litter, home owners extending gardens onto them. He would like this issue looked at if reality checks are undertaken.
Linda Sharples

Pollution
The committee would like to look at the issues such as pollution in respect of the proposed widening of the M60.

Air quality, as an issue has also been referred from the Health and Social Care Committee by Cllr Perkins in relation to monitoring the air quality in Salford.
Linda Sharples

Development Services

Rethinking Construction
New ways of working with partners will be put into place from June of next year. Once this has been in place then members could assess the effectiveness of the new ways of working
Bill Taylor

Mike Collier

Linda Sharples

Environmental Services

Grounds Maintenance Best Value Review
Monitoring of the Best Value Improvement Plan which would be available between May and June.

(May 2004)
Dave Tinker 

Linda Sharples

Street Scene
This is a cross directorate issue and could also be a way of involving members of the public in future.
Dave Tinker

Neighbourhood Management
This model is currently being implemented and it would be worthwhile for scrutiny to assess the effectiveness of this.
Dave Tinker

The Parks for People Strategy
The draft paper in respect of Parks is to come to scrutiny, probably in May or June, 2004.
Dave Tinker

Sustainability
Development services are concerned that sustainability is an issue that the Local Authority needs to be considering when designing new buildings. However, there is an issue of budget costs as including environmental aspects into a building can initially cost more but result in long term savings. At the moment there is not any council policy in respect of sustainability issues for new buildings, the Directorate would like Scrutiny to highlight this issue. It is suggested that 1) a presentation is given on the school in Chester which has included various environmental and sustainable elements in the design. 2)This issue is to highlighted with cabinet 3)Directorates invited to a meeting to explaining what they are doing in terms of sustainability.
Mike Collier

Dropped Crossings and Private Gulley Blockages
This has been referred from Budget Committee. Members to asked to consider these issues due to budget restraints, a report will be referred to the lead member initially outlining the possible impact of service changes which will then be forwarded to this committee.
Bill Taylor

Train Stations
Roy Chapman to be invited to a future meeting to discuss progress in terms of issues raised at the meeting in March and for members to visit a station which is undergoing refurbishment. Members would also like to invite First North West to a future meeting.
Roy Chapman

Environment Agency
To be invited to a future meeting to establish progress in terms of issues raised at the meeting in December.
Annette Pinner

Local Agenda 21
This was picked up by the CPA and not quite sure as to how this is developing in Salford – to be discussed at lead members briefing.
Cllr Lightup

Chair
Roger Lightup


Assistant Director
Russell Bernstein
793 3530

Scrutiny Support Officer
Linda Sharples
793 3324

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 21st June. 1.00pm Civic Centre
Council recess from 22nd July to 18 August 2004
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