                                                               ITEM NO:

JOINT REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, HOUSING SERVICES AND PERSONNEL AND PERFORMANCE.

TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE ON 18TH FEBRUARY 2002.

SUBJECT: WORK PROGRAMME 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Members’ views on the contents of this report are sought.

CONTACT OFFICER: Russell Bernstein (793-3530)

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

1. BACKGROUND

1.1. Attached as appendix A to this report is a suggested work programme, which has been produced following discussions with each Directorate. The areas suggested are all key pieces of work, which will be undertaken within each Directorate during the course of the next financial year.  

1.2. To complement the work programme suggested in appendix A, Members are asked to consider the appropriateness of undertaking site visits to assist them undertake their role on this Scrutiny Committee.

2. SUGGESTED THEMES FOR VISITS

2.1. Following discussions with each Directorate the following are some ideas, which Members may wish to consider as themes for, visits. For clarity these themes are broken down by each individual Directorate.

2.2. Environmental Services 

Themes for immediate consideration could include;

· Household kerbside collection to final process;

· Cemeteries and Crematorium issues;
· Air Quality monitoring pollution control;
· Adding Colour in advance of the Commonwealth Games;
· United Utilities – water treatment and sewage.
          Other themes, which could be programmed for next

          year (2003) include;

· Visit to Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority plant in Bolton;

· A tour of the City Parks to inform the Parks Strategy. 

2.3. Housing Services

Themes for consideration include;

· Houses in Multiple Occupation Schemes in Claremont, Weaste, Eccles and Broughton;

· Broughton Neighbourhood Renewal Area;

· Seedley and Langworthy Neighbourhood Renewal Area;

· Claremont and Weaste mini-Neighbourhood Renewal Areas;

· Current Housing Association schemes;

· Kersal and Charlestown planned schemes.

2.4.    Development Services

         Themes for consideration include;

· Visits to buildings, perceived good and bad following consultation;

· Visits to buildings with access problems

· A poor performing Best Value Performance Indicator on the Highway e.g. potholes on non principal highway;

· A traffic-calming project to reduce accidents.

3. SUMMARY

3.1. The themes for visits suggested in this report cover a wide range of topics that fall within the remit of this Scrutiny Committee. Members will need to decide how to undertake any agreed visits taking into account that some of the suggestions outlined could take a full day.

3.2. It may be that Members feel one visit on a quarterly basis on a day when the Scrutiny Committee is not due to meet is an approach that may provide the most benefits.
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