ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
18th February, 2002

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
5.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors A.K. Holt, T. Holt, Judge, B.P. Murphy, Payne, Salmon



and Ben Wallsworth
 M.B.E.


The following Members also attended at the invitation of the Chairman with regard to the items detailed in the Minute respectively indicated
Councillors S. Miller and Warner (Minutes 85 and 87)

Councillor Lancaster and Smyth (Minutes 88, 89 and 90)

Councillors Hunt and Warmisham (Minutes 91 and 92)

81.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Salmon be elected as the Chairman of the meeting.

Councillor Salmon - in the Chair

82.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Hincks and Lightup.

83.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meetings held on (a) 21st January, 2002, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record subject to the inclusion of the name of Councillor Payne in the attendance list and (b) 5th February, 2002, were approved as a correct record.

84.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY WORKPLAN
Mr. R. Bernstein submitted an updated workplan for the Environmental Scrutiny Committee which contained details of forthcoming reports to be considered at future meetings.

The Directors of Development Services, Environmental Services, Housing Services and Personnel and Performance submitted a joint report containing details of a proposed work programme, which had been produced following discussions with each directorate, and the areas suggested were all key pieces of work which would be undertaken within each directorate during the course of the next financial year.

Discussions were held with regard to the suggested themes for visits with specific reference to (a) the Commonwealth Games, (b) cleanliness of the city and (c) the effect Best Value had on City Council buildings.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the workplan be noted.



(2) THAT the following items be included in the workplan:-

· The Service Plans - Report on Progress, November, 2002.

· Performance Indicators.



(3) THAT the following topics be included as the suggested themes for visits:-

· Environmental Services Directorate - Cleanliness of the City.

· Development Services Directorate - Effect of Best Value on City Council Buildings.

· Housing Services Directorate - Neighbourhood Renewal Areas.



(4) THAT any issues relating to the Commonwealth Games be referred to the Deputy Leader.

85.
PLANNING AND BUILDING CONTROL FUNDAMENTAL BEST VALUE REVIEW
The Director of Development Services submitted a report containing details of the Fundamental Best Value Review of Planning and Building Control which was proceeding in line with the work programme, and in respect of the more developed areas i.e. Development and Building Control these would be at the draft report stage by April, 2002.

Mr. C. Green indicated that there was a need to clarify the key stages of the review.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT a report be submitted at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee identifying the key stages of the review.

86.
PRESENTATION BY ACCESS OFFICER

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that this item had been deferred and the presentation would be submitted at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee.

87.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTORATE - PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
The Director of Development Services submitted a report containing details of the third quarter (2001/2002) performance for those key development service-based indicators contained within the 2001/02 Best Value Performance Plan, together with any additional indicators which were reported by exception (where performance was causing concern and was not on target).

Reference was made to (a) those indicators which identified the performance as satisfactory but still below target and the need to provide an explanation, (b) the need to improve the performance identified by the indicator relating to the number of road accident casualties per 100,000 population killed/seriously injured, (c) the need for more detailed information with regard to the number of road accident casualties per 100,000 population in relation to two wheel motor vehicle users with specific reference to the age of the vehicle users, area, and type of vehicle and (d) the need to alter the wording contained in the barriers to improvement in relation to the percentage of applications advertised as departures from the statutory plan (UDP).

Mr. P. Mallinder indicated that the Local Transport Plan did include schemes which aimed to reduce the number of accidents casualties per 100,000 population killed/ seriously injured.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Best Value Performance Indicators for the Development Services Directorate be noted.



(2) THAT Mr. P. Mallinder investigate whether the details regarding the age of vehicle users, the area and the type of vehicle, in relation to the performance indicator for the number of road accident casualties involving two wheel motor vehicle users could be obtained.



(3) THAT a list of the five planning applications which were advertised as a departure from the statutory plan be submitted at the next meeting of the Scrutiny Committee.



(4) THAT in relation to the performance indicator for the percentage of applications advertised as departures from the statutory plan, the need to alter the wording contained within the barriers to improvement be investigated.

88.
LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PATHFINDER PROGRAMME (RAILWAY LAND)


- JOINT PRESENTATION BY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE


AND RAILTRACK

Mr. W. Priestley of the Environmental Services Directorate and Mr. P. Baxter and Mr. B. Clarke of Railtrack gave a presentation on the Local Environmental Quality Pathfinder Programme, the main points of which were as follows:-

· Local Environmental Quality Pathfinder Programme.

· Ten Themed Groups.

· Criteria set out by Minister for LEQ Pathfinder Programme.

· Two Main Aims of Project.

· Input to Other Initiatives.

* Review of Legislation.

* A Voluntary Code of Best Environmental Practice for the Fast Food Industry.

· Other Business Related Projects - Railway Land.

· Project Agreement.

· Projects.

* Fly tipping - alongside railway embankments/M602.

* Fly tipping around Pendleton Station.

* Fly tipping adjacent to trackside, Brindleheath.

* Prevention of pigeon roosting - Walkden.

· Timetable.

Reference was made to (a) the need for improvements at Salford Central Station, (b) whether there was a development programme in relation to improving the appearance of railway stations, (c) the passageway alongside Brookhouse and Eccles Town Centre as the shrubbery was overgrown making access difficult, (d) the amount of rubbish at Park Road, Walkden, (e) whether railway stations could be closed when not in use, (f) the need to include in the terms of a lease of a railway station that train operators should keep stations to a satisfactory standard and (g) the need for agencies to meet on a regular basis.

Mr. B. Clarke indicated that Railtrack did own stations but with the exception of that at Piccadilly they were all leased to train operators, therefore, it was their responsibility to keep the premises to a satisfactory standard, however if specific details were provided, this could be investigated.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.




(2) THAT Mr. B. Clarke provide information to Mr. R. Bernstein with regard to the programme to upgrade stations in Salford.




(3) THAT Mr. C. Green approach the Directors of Railtrack and First North West to request regular meetings in the future.




(4) THAT an advertisement be placed in the Salford People containing details of the Local Environmental Policy Pathfinder Programme highlighting its aims and requesting co-operation from all agencies.




(5) THAT Mr. W. Priestley submit a progress report at a future meeting of the Scrutiny Committee once the action plan had been devised.

89.
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES DIRECTORATES PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING SUB TARGETS WITHIN PLEDGE 3 OF THE CITY OF SALFORD'S 6 PLEDGES - REPORT REFERRED FROM CABINET


The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report containing details of the progress made by the Environmental Services Directorate and the Community and Social Services Directorate in relation to achieving the aims of Pledge 3, one of the six pledges which had been established by the City Council to achieve its mission which was "To create the best possible quality of life for the people of Salford".


Councillor David Lancaster indicated that discussions were still ongoing with regard to recycling and a special meeting of Council had been arranged on 6th March, 2002, to discuss the matter. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

90.
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTORATE - PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report containing details of the third quarter (2001/02) performance for those key development service-based indicators contained within the 2001/02 Best Value Performance Plan, together with any additional indicators which were reported by exception (where performance was causing concern and was not on target).

RESOLVED:
THAT the Best Value Performance Indicators for the Environmental Services Directorate be noted.

91.
HOUSING SERVICES DIRECTORATE'S DRAFT SERVICE PLAN
The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which sought approval to the Scrutiny Committee focusing in future on the following four areas as part of the Housing Services Directorate's Service Plan:-

· The Council's Housing Strategy and Investment Plan.

· The Housing Revenue Account Business Plan.

· The Arms Length Management Organisation Delivery Plan.

· Private Sector Housing.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT in relation to the Housing Services Directorate's Service Plan the Scrutiny Committee in principle agree to focus on the areas suggested in the report.



(2) THAT timescales with regard to reporting progress on the four elements be included within the Environmental Scrutiny Workplan.

92.
HOUSING SERVICES DIRECTORATE - PERFORMANCE INDICATORS
The Director of Housing Services submitted a report containing details of the third quarter (2001/02) performance for those key development service-based indicators contained within the 2001/02 Best Value Performance Plan, together with any additional indicators which were reported by exception (where performance was causing concern and was not on target).

Councillor Liz Payne referred to the pilot repair project, which was currently operating in the Salford North area and the Director of Housing Services indicated that a progress report would be available within the next few months.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Best Value Performance Indicators for the Housing Services Directorate be noted.



(2) THAT a report containing details of the pilot repair project in Salford North be circulated to Members of the Scrutiny Committee.



(3) THAT a progress report on the pilot repair project be submitted at a future meeting of the Scrutiny Committee. 
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