ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
16th December, 2002

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
4.20 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup - in the Chair

Councillors Cullen, Eglin, A.K. Holt, Judge, B.P. Murphy, Payne, Salmon and Smyth
The following Members also attended at the invitation of the Chairman with regard to the items detailed in the Minutes respectively indicated - Councillor Warmisham - Minute 78, Councillor Hunt – Minutes 79 and 80 

75.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th November, 2002, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

76.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 65 - Flooding in the City of Salford
Peter Kidd reported that a reply had now been received from United Utilities containing details of the areas which were currently being investigated and the proposed action.

Councillor Audrey Judge reported that flooding had occurred along the row of shops opposite the Ellesmere Public House, Walkden Road, Walkden.

Peter Kidd also indicated that in relation to the flooding at Hilton Lane information was still awaited from the Director of Education and Leisure.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the comments in relation to the row of shops opposite the Ellesmere Public House be investigated.



(3) THAT a copy of the correspondence from United Utilities be forwarded to Councillors Boyd, Garrido and Jolley.



(4) THAT the appropriate Community Committees be informed on the proposed action.




(5) THAT the situation continue to be monitored.



(6) THAT the Director of Education and Leisure be requested to submit a report on the flooding at Hilton Lane at the next meeting of this Committee.


(b)
Minute 66 - Environmental Scrutiny Workplan - Sewer Baiting
Peter Kidd reported that in relation to the concerns expressed regarding the increase of reported rat infestations and the associated health risks, information had now been received from United Utilities confirming that they would pay for the costs of sewer baiting in the area and discussions had been held with the Deputy Director of Environmental Services who was satisfied with the progress made.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the Deputy Director of Environmental Services submit a report at the meeting of the Committee to be held in January, 2003.

(c)
Minute 67 - Rail Investment Strategy - Visit to Train Stations
Peter Kidd reported that following discussions with Roy Chapman of the GMPTE, (a) it had been agreed to postpone the visits to train stations until the New Year as detailed assessments of the various stations would then be available and (b) the proposed dates for the visits were 14th 16th and 17th January, 2003.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT Peter Kidd liaise with those Members who had expressed an interest in visiting the train stations with regard to suitable dates.

(d)
Minute 69 - Best Value Review of Property Phase 1 and Phase 2, Implementation Progress Report - Homeworking

Peter Kidd reported that (a) Steve Durbar was progressing the position statement in relation to homeworking which would be submitted at the meeting of the Committee to be held in January, 2003, and (b) Salford Direct currently had four employees working from home.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.


(e)
Minute 70 - Local Agenda 21
Peter Kidd reported that (a) at the meeting of Cabinet held on 13th October, 2002, it had been resolved that the Environmental Services Officer Working Party be re-established which would look at Local Agenda 21, (b) it had been suggested that the Officer Working Group should have a political lead and be given a clear focus, therefore, there was a need to identify key targets, (c) Salford Partnership had recently established a 

Living Environment Forum and (d) it had been agreed that any targets set should be those over which the City Council had direct control.

Russell Bernstein suggested that Peter Kidd could be the link between the Environmental Services Officer Working Party and the Environmental Services Scrutiny Committee.

The Chairman commented that re-convening the Working Party would be welcomed and any political lead should come from the Lead Member or Cabinet.

RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

77.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY WORKPLAN
Peter Kidd submitted (a) an updated workplan for the Environmental Scrutiny Committee which contained details of forthcoming reports to be considered at future meetings, (b) the City Council's Forward Plan of key decisions which were proposed to be made during the four month period commencing on 2nd December, 2002, and (c) an action sheet arising from the meeting of the Committee held on 18th November, 2002.

RESOLVED:
THAT the workplan, Forward Plan and action sheet be noted.

78.
HOUSING STRATEGY STATEMENT 2001/2005

Bob Osborne reported on the Housing Strategy Statement 2001/2005.

Reference was made to (a) the Comprehensive Performance Assessment report and the performance of the Housing Strategy Statement 2001/2005 and the need for this Scrutiny Committee to contribute in the future monitoring of the strategy and the remedial action required for improvement (b) the action plan within the report, as it did not contain details of a proposed timetable for key outcomes or who was responsible for various actions, (c) the conclusion and summary detailed in the report which referred to major changes in the Housing Strategy and whether the Comprehensive Performance Assessment had taken this into account, (d) the Regulatory Reform Order, (e) the Housing Market Renewal Fund, and (f) the situation regarding the shops on Liverpool Road, Eccles.

Bob Osborne reported that (i) there were two key documents which were produced by the Housing Services Directorate, the Housing Strategy and the Housing Business Plan, (ii) on the basis of the mechanistic scoring system used, the Housing Strategy document did not meet the criteria set by H.M. Government, (iii) the action plan did not contain sufficient detail and this needed to be rectified, (iv) it was proposed that in January, 2003, the lengthy list of criteria established by H.M. Government would be re-visited and a document would be produced in July, 2003, which would contribute to 

improving the City Council's assessment, (v) it was felt that the guidance provided in relation to producing the Housing Strategy document was not strong enough, (vi) the Housing Services Directorate had been subject to the introduction of four pieces of legislation, the Housing MRF, the Regulatory Reform Order, Supporting People and the Homelessness Act, as well as the establishment of the new company New Prospect Housing Limited, therefore this inflicted on the capacity to produce the Housing Strategy document, (vii) the Housing Strategy document had to follow ten criteria set by H.M. Government and be no more than 30 pages long, Councils were expected to consult stakeholders and communities but due to staffing resources this was limited, however it was hoped that Community Committees would be consulted in March/April, 2003, (viii) the Regulatory Reform Order involved implementing and maintaining private sector housing and the Housing Services Directorate had to publish a protocol on such proposals and it was hoped to consult Community Committees on the document in the New Year, (ix) the Housing Market Renewal Fund detailed how the City Council proposed to repair deprived areas and (x) it was proposed that the shops on Liverpool Road, Eccles be demolished and the future of the area was to be discussed as part of a regeneration scheme.

Councillor John Warmisham indicated that the staff within the Housing Strategy Section should be complimented on the services provided as substantial improvements had been made in Salford over the years and it was felt that the Comprehensive Performance Assessment was too mechanistic and did not take into account how  Council's operate.

Councillor Andy Salmon indicated that at a public meeting regarding the Primary School Review, residents strongly expressed their opinions in relation to the closure of schools and it was felt that people generally were satisfied with the regeneration of the area, however, it was felt that the Education and Leisure Directorate had not taken into account related issues during the Review.

The Chairman indicated that there was a need to think about other initiatives which would affect Housing Strategies such as education, and it was suggested that more attention be paid to the detail required within the action plan. 

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT officers within the Housing Services Directorate liaise with the Scrutiny Support Team in relation to the information required within the action plan and what action could be taken to assist the production of the future document.



(3) THAT a reference be made to the Lifelong Learning Scrutiny Committee with regard to the comments that the Housing Strategy involved other initiatives such as education.

79.
GREEN APPLE AWARD
Wayne Priestley gave a presentation on the Green Apple Award, the main points of which were as follows:-

· Green Apple Award - Cemeteries, Places for the Living.

· A Brief History of Cemeteries.

· Problems.

· Actions.

* Key Areas Identified.

* Improved Chapels.

* Improved Maintenance of Green Spaces and Pathways.

* Improved General Aesthetic Appeal of Cemeteries.

* Address Headstone Safety.

* Introduce Wildlife and Wild Flowers.

* Develop Potential for Greater Use by the Public.

* Regain Respect for Cemeteries.

· Increase Budget for Infrastructure Improvement.

· Consultation Exercise - Friends of the Cemeteries.

· Action Plan Developed.

· £400,000 Investment.

· Weaste Cemetery Awarded Grade 2 Status by English Heritage.

· Key to Success - Holistic Approach to Environmental Upgrade of Cemeteries.

· Despite Successes, Felt Needed to Cater for Other Demands.

· Case Study - All Souls R.C. School "Peace Project".

· Project Produced in Manchester Evening News.

· Further Requests for Similar Events.

· Promote Value of Cemeteries to Schools as Local History Resource.

· Addressing Issues of Vandalism.

· Success.

* Charter Mark Award.

* Green Apple Award.

· Future Plans.

Reference was made to (a) the number of improvements made, (b) closed church yards and whether other religions were included in proposals, for example the former Jewish Cemetery on Brindleheath Road, (c) transport links and whether these could be investigated, (d) whether other schools had shown an interest in participating in projects and (e) a suggestion made by Friends of Cemeteries to enforce rules regarding the cutting of grass and grave ornamentation.

Wayne Priestley indicated that (i) the Environmental Services Directorate were currently embarking on a Best Value Review, (ii) attempts were being made to consult those areas with different religious beliefs, however, this had proved difficult, (iii) 

transport links could be investigated, (iv) the Directorate had been approached by a number of schools expressing an interest in taking part in the projects and (v) an action plan had been produced recently with Friends of Cemeteries. 

RESOLVED:
THAT Wayne Priestley be thanked for an informative presentation.

80.
ENCAMS SURVEY OF THE SALFORD STREET SCENE
The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report containing details of the Encams Survey Results on the Cleanliness of the Environment, 2002.

Wayne Priestley reported that the results of the survey did show that cleanliness levels were improving across the City, both from the independent measurement taken by Encams and from the views of respondents to the 200 plus survey.

Reference was made to (a) the derelict petrol station at Worsley Road, Swinton, (b) the East Lancs Road opposite Moorside School, (c) the Valley Estate, as it was felt that the provision of skips had been reduced as they were being misused, (d) concerns regarding the difficulties experienced by the Environmental Services Directorate in tracing owners of sites where rubbish had been dumped, (e) dog fouling and (f) whether an action plan had been established for 2003.

Wayne Priestley indicated that (i) those sites which were not considered clean should be identified by the Environmental Co-ordinators, (ii) the Directorate issued one community skip per day and they were usually removed on the same day, (iii) new legislation was to be introduced which would enable the introduction of ‘on the spot’ fines for dog fouling and (iv) the Scrutiny Committee had been consulted on two parts of the survey and it was proposed that a further report would be submitted in January, 2003.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

81.
SEASONAL GREETINGS

The Chairman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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