ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
15th April, 2002

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
3.44 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Lightup - in the Chair

Councillors A.K. Holt, Johnson, B.P. Murphy, Payne and Salmon
Councillor Hunt also attended at the invitation of the Chairman with regard to the items detailed in Minutes 109 and 110

104.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Hincks and Judge.

105.
COUNCILLOR ERNIE JOHNSON
The Chairman reported that this would be the last meeting Councillor Ernie Johnson would attend before his retirement.


RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that Councillor Ernie Johnson was thanked for his contribution to the Committee and was wished a long and happy retirement.

106.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 18th March, 2002, were signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

107.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Minute 95 - Welcome to Representatives from Lancashire County Council
The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from Councillor Jean Yates on behalf of the Leader of Lancashire County Council thanking the Members of the Committee for its invitation to the last meeting.


RESOLVED:
THAT the letter be noted.


(b)
Minute 98(a) - Local Environmental Policy Pathfinder Programme (Railway Land) - Joint Presentation by Environmental Services Directorate and Railtrack

Mr. R. Bernstein reported that a response had been received from Railtrack however further information had been requested.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

108.
ENVIRONMENTAL SCRUTINY WORKPLAN
Mr. R. Bernstein submitted an updated workplan for the Environmental Scrutiny Committee which contained details of forthcoming reports to be considered at future meetings.

Mr. R. Bernstein indicated that if a report which was scheduled to be considered at a meeting was not submitted a note should be included on the agenda explaining why.

The Director of Strategy and Regeneration reported that the District Audit report on Homeswaps would need to be considered at a future meeting of this Committee.

Councillor Salmon referred to the City Council's cycling policy and requested that this information be circulated to all Members of the Committee.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the workplan be noted.



(2) THAT the agenda for the Committee for May/June, 2002, be re-scheduled and that the appropriate items for each meeting be confirmed with the Chairman.



(3) THAT Mr. P. Kidd contact Councillor Salmon with details of progress on the City Council’s cycling policy.



(4) THAT the District Audit's report on Homeswaps be considered at a future meeting of this Committee.

109.
NEW POWERS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR REGENERATION
Mr. J. Wooderson of the Housing Services Directorate gave a presentation on the  new powers for private sector regeneration with specific reference to:

· Housing Renewal, the Regulatory Reform Order.

· The Problem.

· Purpose of Reform.

· The Order - Enabling.

· Type of Assistance.

· Grants or Loans: PIU Report.

· The Proposals - Protections.

· The Order: Timing.

· Guidance.

· The Challenge.

· Areas to be Considered.

* Corporate.

* Local.

* Partners Which Must be Involved.

* Setting Priorities.

* Financial Prioritisation.

* The Need to Have a Policy.

* Form of Action.

· Areas to Be Reviewed.

· Publishing Our Policy.

· What should the published policy contain?

· What Were the Options?

· Need to Balance Proactive/Reactive.

· The Approach.

· Loan Administration.

· Area Based Renewal.

· Relocation.

· Choice of Options.

· The Need to Research.

· Reactive Policy.

· Intervention Policy.

· Advice Provided by Government.

· Policy Development.

Reference was made to (a) how the overall policy would be used in terms of bringing in additional funding, (b) whether the policy was flexible to meet not just national priorities but also the needs of the City Council, (c) when the policy would need to be in place and (d) the market renewal bid.

Mr. J. Wooderson reported that the Regulatory Reform Order removed restrictions on how resources were spent, and a policy would need to be drafted by December, 2002.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.




(2) THAT a summary paper on the market renewal bid be e-mailed to all Members of the Committee.

110.
HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION ACT 1995 - PROGRESS REPORT

Mr. A. Alao of the Housing Services Directorate submitted a report containing details of the fifth progress report (2001) in relation to the Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 for the period 1st April, 2000 to 31st March, 2001.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

111.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF HOME TO SCHOOL AND SOCIAL CARE TRANSPORT
Mr. J. Giblin of the Chief Executive Directorate submitted a report informing Members of the Committee that despite having experienced information gathering delays in relation to the Best Value Review of Home to School and Social Care Transport it was considered by the Review Team that the review would be on target for June, 2002.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

112.
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF PROPERTY PHASE 1, UPDATE
Mr. R. Bernstein referred to a note submitted by Mr. S. Durbar of the Development Services Directorate indicating that it would be more beneficial to the Committee to provide a report at the meeting to be held in May, rather than April, as performance information was currently being updated.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the information be noted.



(2) THAT the Best Value Review of Property Phase 1 be considered at the Scrutiny Committee to be held in May, 2002.

113.
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTORATE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS -


TWO WHEELED MOTOR VEHICLE USERS - MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS


IN SALFORD
Mr. S. Lee of the Development Services Directorate submitted a report containing details of the motorcycle accidents in Salford, with specific reference to:-

· The National Overview.

· The Greater Manchester Picture.

· Casualties in Greater Manchester 1996-2001.

· Location of Accidents in the City.

· Causation Factors in Accidents.

· Age Profile of Riders.

· Age Profile and Gender.

· Rider Casualties by Type of Vehicle.

· Age Profiles of Riders by Vehicle Type.

· Awareness Campaigns.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

114.
PRESENTATION BY THE ACCESS OFFICER
Ms. J. Irving, Chief Executive (Personnel and Performance), gave a presentation on Creating an Inclusive Society in the City of Salford, with specific reference to:-

· Disability Discrimination Act 1995.

· Access Strategy - Issues.

· Access Strategy - Property.

* Improve the built environment.

· Access to Information.

· Funding Strategy.

· Current and Future Issues.

· The Way Forward.

Reference was made to (a) the lack of disabled facilities at train stations, (b) who was entitled to take part in the training sessions and (c) the budget for making improvements to Council buildings.

Ms. J. Irving reported that training sessions were available to all staff and Councillors within the City Council, and other methods of raising awareness were currently being investigated.
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