
ITEM NO.


JOINT REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION AND THE       DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ON 17TH AUGUST, 2005

AND THE LEAD MEMBER FOR CULTURE AND SPORT


TITLE : DRAINAGE WORKS - BEECH FARM PLAYING FIELDS

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

Lead Member for Environmental Services:

1.1 That the scheme proposals and cost estimate be approved.

1.2 That the Director of Urban Vision be authorised to procure the works through one of the approved landscape contractor partners. 

Lead Member for Culture and Sport:

1.1 That the contents of the report are noted.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : Approval is being sought for the proposed drainage works and their estimated costs. Authority is being sought to procure the works through an approved contractor partner.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : 
(Available for public inspection )

Sketch Scheme layout drawing.

Funding award from Football Foundation

Planning Agreement 00/41482/FUL for land at Eccles College, Chatsworth Road, Eccles.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Football Foundation, Section 106 funding from Development of land at Eccles College and Environment Directorate (Parks & Countryside) revenue budget



COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by : Pauline Lewis

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by : Elaine Marks-Parker

PROPERTY (n/a):

HUMAN RESOURCES (n/a):



CLIENT CONSULTED:  Alan Rowley, Environmental Services




         Moorside Rangers FC




         Beechfield Utd. FC




         Friends Of Beech Farm


CONTACT OFFICER :   Alan Rowley
Tel: 0161 925 1003



        Jackie Walsh
Tel:0161 793 3676


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Swinton


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  Draft Urban Open Spaces Strategy. Swinton Community Action  





    Plan; Salford’s Cultural Strategy 2002-2006; Procurement Strategy.                             

DETAILS 

1.0 Background
Beech Farm Playing Fields is an extremely popular venue with young people engaging in football activities.  As many as 600 young people wish to use its facilities but unfortunately due to extremely poor drainage the pitches have been unavailable for use.  No amount of routine maintenance would eliminate the problem.  Only major capital investment in a new drainage system was going to ensure that the playing fields would once again be of real benefit to the communities they serve.  

In view of the importance of this site, a campaign to raise funds has been ongoing for a number of years and as a result funds are finally in place to substantially improve the capacity of these pitches.

2.0 Proposals

2.1

The proposed scheme includes a new land drainage system to the grass football 



pitches, to increase their availability for use during the playing season. This will 



also allow the number of pitches to be increased to 4 no. 11 a side and 9 no. mini 



soccer pitches. 

2.2

The proposals have been designed to incorporate a sustainable drainage
system, 



with water discharging into large soakaways (with the added protection of an  



overflow into an existing surface water sewer). 

2.3

Excavated material from the drainage trenches will be re-used on site to form low 



mounds (thus reducing the waste taken to landfill sites) and any trees taken out as a



result of the works replaced with new planting in a damp wildflower meadow in the



south-east corner of the site. 

2.4

It is proposed to allocate the work to one of the approved landscape contractor 

                   partners in accordance with the City Council’s Re-thinking Construction Partnering, 



which follows the Government’s guidelines to partner work as emphasised in the 



National Procurement Strategy and the City Council’s Procurement Strategy.

3.0 Financial Implications 

3.1    
It is proposed that the expenditure will be phased as follows:


       2005/6
         2006/7
        Total

Contract Works
    £174,500
        £55,500
    £230,000

Fees (including consultants reports)
      £38,008
          £1,000
      £39,008

Total
    £212,508
        £56,500
     £269,008

3.2 Funding Sources:

           Source
           Cost
     Comments       

Football Foundation
       £122,000


Section 106
       £130,000
A letter from the developer of the Eccles College site confirms that these monies (provided in accordance with the planning agreement) are used for this purpose.

Parks & Countryside Revenue
         £30,000


Total
       £282,000


4.0 Conclusion
4.1

Approval of the scheme will allow the local clubs that use the pitches to benefit from 



an improved playing surface and increased availability of the pitches in wet weather. 



The works will also increase the total number of pitches that can be utilised. 

Bruce Jassi





Bill Taylor

Director of Environmental Services


Managing Director of Urban Vision
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