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(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
	ITEM NO.


_____________________________________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR ENVIRONMENT

_____________________________________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT

ON 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

TITLE: IMPROVEMENTS – GATEWAY TO GREENSPACES ( LITTLE HULTON LOOPLINE)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

That the quotation of £ 50 000 - received from Groundwork for the Gateways to Greenspaces project be accepted

_____________________________________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: (available for public inspection)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:

The 2007/8 Salford West Regeneration

COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:




2.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:


Provided by the Management Accountant for the 






Environment Directorate. Confirmation received 







that a balance of £50 000.  

3.
ICT STEERING GROUP IMPLICATIONS
Provided by: n/a

PROPERTY (if applicable): n/a

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): n/a

_____________________________________________________________________________________

CONTACT OFFICER:
Alan Rowley. Tel: 909 6500 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) 

Little Hulton

_____________________________________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Budget Monitoring

Community Strategy

Cultural Strategy

Environmental Strategy

Equalities

Health

Planning Strategy

Procurement Policies

Regeneration

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

The linear walkway is a key off road transport link and a valuable recreational and wildlife asset running through the heart of the Little Hulton and Walkden area.

It provides opportunities for walking and cycling away from busy roads, enabling children to walk to school safely, people to enjoy the benefits of walking in a green environment and see the wildlife on their doorstep, children to learn to ride their bikes, transport links to work, and a valuable resource for biodiversity.

Recent improvements have been carried out through SSCF funding and Capital Transport Funds to significantly improve the surface and key access points onto the walkway.

For many local people however their access is informal points at the end of a cul du sac and many of these are overgrown and unattractive. There are a number of points where motorbikes can access the route which causes conflict with other users and disrupts local residents’ lives. Signage onto the walkway is poor and local community ownership of the route is low.

This project intends to target 8 entrance points which need improvements. This project will work with the local residents and schools on cleaning up these areas and improving access control onto the walkway improve access for bicycles, pushchairs, and wheelchairs where appropriate. Designing small scale arts projects to promote the walkway and make the areas more welcoming. Appropriate planting of wild plants along the walkway will also be integrated into the project to promote and enhance the biodiversity of the area.

To encourage use of the walkway and promote its links as an off route transport link and health resource a programme of led cycle rides will be organised with bicycle maintenance workshops and bicycle building sessions with local young people.

Local publicity will encourage wider use of this resource and promote the opportunities it affords as well as building local community involvement to try and tackle issues of littering and antisocial behaviour, and where appropriate links with the environmental crime team will try to tackle larger scale problems.

A regular volunteer programme will be set up and a ‘friends of group’ to look at long term sustainability of the project.

The improvements will be maintained within the existing revenue budget for the maintenance of the loopline and support for the friends group and volunteers will be from Salford Ranger Team.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

