HOUSING LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
3rd November, 2009

Meeting commenced:
9.15 a.m.
"
ended:
9.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Peter Connor - in the Chair

Bob Osborne - Deputy Director of Sustainable Regeneration
Sarah Clayton - Head of Strategy and Enabling 
David Galvin - Assistant Director Housing Connections Partnership

Paul Longshaw - PFI Project Director 

John Wooderson - Head of Service, Housing Investment 

Mike Relph - Senior Committee Administrator

30.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Pat Ryan and Paul Walker.
31.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 20th October, 2009, were agreed as a correct record.

32.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Reports were submitted on the following matters, and dealt with as indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s Scheme of Delegation.  


(a)
Salford for Places Change Project, Brindleheath Road

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the transfer of funds to the Salvation Army Housing Association, via an agreement under Section 22 of the Housing Act 1996, for the delivery of a replacement hostel for single homeless men in the City, as part of the longstanding strategic homeless and supporting people priority.

(b)
Phase 2 Strategic Cross Tenure Review of Sheltered Housing in Salford - 



East Salford Pilot

RESOLVED:
THAT the work undertaken, as part of the East Salford Strategic Cross Tenure Review of Sheltered Housing, be noted, and the resulting recommendations, be endorsed.

33.
REFORM OF COUNCIL HOUSING FINANCE - CONSULTATION

The Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report detailing the joint response from the City Council and Salix Homes to the Communities and Local Government Consultation Paper for proposals to replace the existing housing revenue account subsidy system.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report, and the response submitted on behalf of the City Council and Salix Homes, be noted.

34.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item detailed in Minute 35 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraphs 3 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

35.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Reports were submitted on the following matters, and dealt with as indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s Scheme of Delegation.


(a)
53 Kara Street, Salford

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the instigation of legal proceedings against the owner of 53 Kara Street, Salford, on the grounds of failure to obtain a Landlord Licence under Section 95(1) of the Housing Act 2004, together with failure to comply with the requirements of a notice served under Section 235 of the same Act.




(2) THAT approval be given to the making of an application to the Residential Property Tribunal for a Rent Repayment Order, with regard to the Local Housing Allowance Payments in relation to 53 Kara Street, Salford.


(b)
214 Langworthy Street, Salford

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the instigation of legal proceedings against the owner of 214 Langworthy Street, Salford, for failure to obtain either a Landlord Licence under Section 95(1) of the Housing Act 2004, or a temporary exemption under Section 86 of that Act.



(2) THAT approval be given to the making of an application to the Residential Property Tribunal for a Rent Repayment Order with regard to the Local Housing Allowance Payments in relation to 214 Langworthy Street, Salford.


(c)
Land at Gerald Road, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT approval, subject to a detailed bid to the Homes and Communities Agency for affordable housing funding being successful, the City Council contribute up to £98,000 as gap funding for the reduction in scale of the scheme at Gerald Road, Salford, following the removal of the Albion Green site from the development proposals.


(Councillor Peter Connor had been agreeing this item requested that a meeting be arranged with him and local residents to discuss the long-term maintenance of the Albion Green Garden site.)

(d)
422 Great Cheetham Street East, Broughton

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration entering into negotiations with the owner of 422 Great Cheetham Street East, Broughton, to acquire the property by agreement, in order to secure its refurbishment, and subsequent reoccupation.



(2) THAT the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration progress a Compulsory Purchase Order under Part 2 Section 17(1)(b) of the Housing Act 1985, in the event it is not possible to acquire the property by agreement.




(3) THAT the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration, on acquiring the property, submit a further report providing recommendations for its future renovation and reoccupation, based on the current economic situation and housing market conditions.


(e)
Former Brass Handles Public House, Edgehill Close, Pendleton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of the former Brass Handles Public House, Edgehill Close, Pendleton; and the Strategic Director for Customer and Support Services be instructed to complete the necessary legal formalities.  

(f) Wider Ordsall Development Framework - Land at Houlton Street


(This decision also required the approval of the Lead Member for Planning)


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the proposed rescheduling of receipts, in respect of the development of land at Houlton Street, Ordsall, as part of the wider Ordsall Development Framework; and authority be given to the City Council entering into a legal agreement to reflect the revised phasing of payments. 
R:\status\working\admin\omin\hlmm031109.doc

