HOUSING LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
6th April, 2010

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
adjourned:
9.45 a.m
"
re-convened:

10:55 a.m.
“
ended:
12:25 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Peter Connor - in the Chair

Councillor Pat Ryan 


Paul Walker - Strategic Director, Sustainable Regeneration


David Galvin - Assistant Director, Housing Futures

Sarah Clayton - Head of Strategy and Enabling 


Paul Longshaw - Programme Director, Pendleton


John Wooderson - Head of Urban Renewal


Mike Wright - Head of Housing Choice


Chris Gleave - Principal Officer, Market Support


Christine Duffin - Neighbourhood Champion, Salix Homes


Sean Doyle - Investment Delivery Manager, Salix Homes


Emma Robinson – Project Officer, Salix Homes


Steven Simm - Capital Build Projects Officer 

Mike Relph - Senior Democratic Services Officer

78.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the briefing held on16th March, 2010, were agreed as a correct record. 

79.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Reports were submitted on the following matters, which were dealt with as indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s Scheme of Delegation.


(a)
Hassop Avenue, Lower Kersal Estate, Phase 5 Environmental Improvements

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to the appointment of P. Casey (Land Reclamation) Limited, as one of City Council’s partner contractors undertaking the Lower Kersal Phase 5 (Hassop Avenue) Environmental Improvements

(In agreeing this item Councillor Peter Connor requested that the private home owner residents be fully consulted on the proposals and expressed concerns as to why this had not already taken place. He also requested that the future elements of the Lower Kersal Environmental Improvements Scheme be implemented as soon as possible, and in the meantime, local residents be advised of progress and the likely timescales involved.)


(b)
London Street Estate, Phase 2 Environmental Improvements

RESOLVED:  (1)  THAT  approval be given to the appointment of P. Casey (Land Reclamation) Limited, as one of the City Council’s partner contractors, to undertake the London Street Environmental Improvements Phase 2 which includes the following 73 properties:-
· 2 to 66 Mark Avenue

· 1 to 7 Penrod Place

· 2 to 42 Cromwell Road 

· 2 to 20 London Street




(2)  THAT authority be given to an exemption to the City Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy in relation to block improvement schemes, to allow work to be carried out to privately owned properties that fall outside its scope.




(3) THAT approval be given to a start on site in August 2010, provided the target costs, do not exceed the approved budget costs of £480,000.


(c)
Wellington Street West Area Block Improvement Scheme

RESOLVED:
   (1) THAT approval be given to the proposed Block Improvement Scheme for the Wellington Street West area, including works as an exception to the policy, together with the appointments of G.J Seddon Construction Limited, as one of the Council’s partner contractors, to carry out the above scheme which has a cost of £1.6 million, and is to be funded through the Housing Market Renewal Programme 2010/11.




(2)  THAT approval be sought from the Leader of the City Council to agree that this decision is a matter of urgency, and therefore should not be subject to the normal call-in procedures.

80.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items, as detailed in Minute 81 below, on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 6 of Schedule 12a to the Act .

81.
DECISIONS TAKEN ON THE DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Report first submitted on the following matters, which were dealt with indicated by Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs the City Council Scheme of Delegation.

(a)
Procurement of Handy Person Service 2011/14

RESOLVED:
THAT this matter be deferred pending the submission of a further report to ensure the recommendations are accurate in terms of the procurement process, and funding issues have been clarified.

(b)
10 Southbourne Street, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT this matter be deferred pending further investigations being made as to whether a family member, or other person, has been appointed to act on behalf of the current owner of the property concerned, before proceeding further, at which time a further report be submitted to the Lead Member.


(c)
3 High Street, Worsley

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the instigation of legal proceedings against  the owner of 3 High Street, Worsley for offences relating to the non compliance with improvement notices issued under Sections 11 and 12 of the Housing Act 2004.


(d)
400 & 402 Lower Broughton Road, Salford

(It was reported that this item had not been included in the current forward plan, and as a result the approval of the Chair of the Neighbourhood Scrutiny Committee had been obtained to enable it to be considered as a matter of urgency.)


RESOLVED:
    (1)
THAT approval be given to the Strategic Director of Sustainable Regeneration to enter into negotiations with the owner(s) of 400 & 402 Lower Broughton Road, Salford, to enquire the property by agreement and in order to secure their refurbishment and subsequent reoccupation.

                                    (2)   THAT if negotiations are not successful in acquiring either property by agreement, the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration be authorised to proceed with a Compulsory Purchase Order under Part 2 Section 17(1)(b) of Housing Act 1985 

                         (3) THAT the Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration, on acquiring either, or both, properties, submit a further report to Lead Member for Housing with recommendations for future action regarding the renovation and subsequent reoccupation of the property(s) based on prevailing economic situation and the housing market conditions at that time.
82.
CREATING A NEW PENDLETON OVERVIEW 2009/10

RESOLVED:
THAT the presentation on this matter be deferred until a future briefing.

83.
SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION DIRECTORATE – FINANCIAL ASSESSMENT

Councillor Peter Connor asked whether it would be possible for him to be provided with regular financial assessments of the Sustainable Regeneration Directorate, specifically in terms of delivering housing services.

RESOLVED:
THAT
a regular financial overview be presented to future briefings on a quarterly basis.
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