HOUSING LEAD MEMBERS' BRIEFING
8th April, 2004

Meeting commenced:
9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
9.40 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Peter Connor - in the Chair


Councillor Neville Clarke


Charles Green - Director of Strategy and Regeneration



Bob Osborne - Head of Housing



Kevin Scarlett - Assistant Director (Housing Strategy and 




Market Renewal) 


Jean Rollinson - Assistant Director (Housing Support and Communication)


Ade Alao - Acting Private Sector Housing Manager



Mike Relph - Corporate Services Directorate 


 fillin "other names" 
109.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 25th March, 2004, were agreed as a correct record.

110.
HOUSING CAPITAL PROGRAMME MONITORING

The Head of Housing Services provided a brief update with regard to the Housing Capital Programme, in which he indicated that there was a need for the Lead Member to be provided with a report giving an overview of progress against projects in this year’s programme.  Councillor Peter Connor agreed that he needed to be appraised of this issue, in addition to updates being submitted at each briefing.

111.
SUPPORTING PEOPLE

The Head of Housing reported that the ODPM had recently granted the City Council beacon status in respect of its supporting people services.  Councillor Peter Connor paid tribute to Jean Rollinson and all other staff who had been involved for their hard work, which had lead to the City Council being awarded this status.

112.
DECISION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Details were submitted on the following matters which were dealt with as indicated by the Lead Member for Housing Services, exercised under powers conferred on him by the appropriate paragraph(s) of the Scheme of Delegation:-


(a)
1-32 Minden Street, 1-32 Dettingen Street (0dd Numbers Only), 



Duchy Road, Duchy

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the declaration of a clearance area being the most satisfactory course of action for dealing with the unsatisfactory housing conditions of the properties located at 1-32 Minden Street, 1-32 Dettingen Street and 1-39 Duchy Road (odd numbers only).




(2) THAT the Head of Housing be authorised to undertake the statutory consultation required prior to the declaration of a clearance area under the provisions of section 289 of the Housing Act 1985 and to report back at the earliest opportunity.




(3) THAT the Head of Housing be authorised to work out detailed redevelopment proposals for the cleared sites, in partnership with Space New Living Limited and other parties and report back thereon at the earliest opportunity, subject to full consultation with local residents and local Ward Councillors being fully updated on progress, on a regular basis.




(4) THAT the Director of Development Services negotiate the acquisition of the empty properties in the area by agreement, in advance of the formal clearance area declaration and compulsory purchase order.


(b)
Weaste Renewal Area Block Improvement to Phase 2

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the tender of Blakeley Tonge Partnership Limited, amounting to £398,440 to undertake the work associated with the Weaste Renewal Area Block Improvement to Phase 2.


(c)
Right to Buy Applications

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of various council owned dwellings to tenants in accordance with the right to buy legislation.


(d)
Purchase within Higher Broughton Regeneration Area 

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 67-69 Bradshaw Street North, Higher Broughton, at a total cost of £58,000, together with the making of home loss payments in respect of those properties amounting to £5,800, so as to enable the implementation of proposals of the Higher Broughton Regeneration Area.


(e)
3 Wellington Street East, Higher Broughton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 3 Wellington Street East, Higher Broughton, from the Irwell Valley Housing Association at the valuation agreed by the District Valuer, and the Director of Corporate Services be authorised to complete the necessary legal formalities.


(f)
Former Kingsley Court, Aylesbury Close, Salford

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the acquisition of the former site of Kingsley Court, Aylesbury Close, Salford, subject to the previously agreed terms and conditions and that the Director of Corporate Services be instructed to complete the necessary legal formalities.




(2) THAT the relevant procedures be followed so as to ensure that the unpaid balance of the Land Charge amounting to £20,000 be written-off and removed from the register.


(g)
2 Watson Street, Eccles

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of a tender amounting to £56,000 for the purchase of 2 Watson Street, Eccles, which has been declared surplus to requirements.


(h)
3 Pemberton Street, Little Hulton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the tender amounting to £51,000 for the purchase of 3 Pemberton Street, Little Hulton, which has been declared surplus to requirements.


(i)
Proposed City of Salford (Higher Broughton Regeneration Area No. 1)



Compulsory Purchase Order 2003

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to 14-26 Wellington Street East and 41 and 43 Tully Street being excluded from the proposed City of Salford (Higher Broughton Regeneration Area No. 1) Compulsory Purchase Order 2003.




(2) THAT approval be given to the City Council bearing any abortive professional fees incurred by the claimant, and the Director of Corporate Services be authorised to take any necessary action with regards to this matter.

113.
ODPM CONSULTATION DOCUMENT - FORTHCOMING HOUSING ACT PROPOSED ENFORCEMENT POWERS

The Head of Housing Services submitted a report indicating that the consultation document had recently been received from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) on the proposed enforcement powers to be contained in the forthcoming Housing Act, which was anticipated to be introduced in 2005.  The report indicated with the advent of the new and enhanced legislative powers of the proposed act it was considered timely that a review be made of the powers that have been delegated to officers, which in turn facilitate actions to ensure compliance with the requirement for minimum standards in the housing stock.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the action of the Head of Housing in responding to the consultation document from the ODPM on the proposed enforcement powers to be contained in the forthcoming Housing Act be noted.




(2) THAT in consultation with the Head of Housing, the Director of Corporate Services be requested to review the existing Scheme of Delegation relating to the use of relevant enforcement powers in light of the proposed changes in legislation as detailed in the consultation document detailed in (1) above.

114.
NPHL MANAGEMENT FEE

The Head of Housing reported that a full update with regard to this issue would be presented at the next briefing to be held on 22nd April, 2004.

115.
GOOD NEWS ITEMS

RESOLVED:
THAT a standard item be placed on all future agendas to provide the opportunity to determine those positive ‘good news’ items which need to be the subject of a press release.
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