HOUSING LEAD MEMBERS' BRIEFING
19th January, 2001

Meeting commenced:
9.05 a.m.
"
ended:
11.20 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors John Warmisham and Val Burgoyne

OFFICERS:
Harry Seaton - Director of Housing Services 




John Townsend - Deputy Director of Housing Services 




Bob Osborne - Assistant Director of Housing Services 




Roger Taylor - Assistant Director of Housing Services 




Keith Pearson - Assistant Director of Housing Services 




Nigel Sedman - Housing Services Directorate 




Tony Brown - Development Services Directorate 




Mike Collier - Development Services Directorate 




Peter Openshaw - Development Services Directorate 




Mike Relph - Corporate Services Directorate  fillin "other names" 
210.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January, 2001, were agreed as a correct record.

211.
ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Details were submitted on the following matters which were dealt with under delegated authority where the action of the Director of Housing Services indicated below, was approved following consultation with the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for the Housing Services Function:-


(a)
1 Algernon Road, Walkden

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the increase in rental from £5.00 to £28.00 per annum for the garage plot located at 1 Algernon Road, Walkden.


(b)
3 Algernon Road, Walkden

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the increase in rental from £5.00 to £28.00 per annum for the garage plot located at 3 Algernon Road, Walkden.


(c)
12 Algernon Road, Walkden

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the increase in rental from £5.00 to £28.00 per annum for the garage plot located at 12 Algernon Road, Walkden.


(d)
Pre-Paint Repairs - Rainscough Brow

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of this matter be withdrawn pending a survey to determine whether the proposed pre-paint repair and painting programme is cost effective; and arrangements being made for Councillors John Warmisham and Val Burgoyne to visit the site concerned.


(e)
Langworthy and Seedley Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of the following properties so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Langworthy and Seedley Initiative:-

	Property
	Purchase Price

	69 Fir Street
	£9,000

	34 Laburnum Street
	£5,000

	32 Nansen Street
	£8,500

	91 Nansen Street
	£7,000

	46 Fir Street
	£3,000

	68 West Towers, 32 Reservoir Street and 70 Alpha Street
	£17,000

	62 Langton Street
	£8,500

	19 Jubilee Street
	£2,500

	8 Reservoir Street
	£7,500

	28 Spring Gardens, 22 Royal Street, 54 Shawcross Street and 34 Keswick Grove
	£30,000

	20 Nansen Street
	£7,500

	8 Knutsford Street
	£9,500

	65 Fir Street
	£4,500

	6 Osborne Street
	£7,500

	55 Laburnum Street
	£4,000

	2 Southern Street
	£8,500

	72 Reservoir Street
	£7,000

	61 Nansen Street
	£2,400

	32, 34, 37, 39, 41 and 64 Southern Street
	£34,874.41

	31 Alder Street and 58 Laburnum Street
	£13,500

	Various properties within the Oasis Portfolio 
	£2,000



(f)
4 Thorn Court, Salford 6

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the letting of the shop premises located at 4 Thorn Court, Salford 6, on the following terms and conditions:-


Term 

: Annual Tenancy


Lessee 
: Mr. R. Saleem


Rental 
: £2,775 per annum (with two month rent free period to allow fitting out   of units)


Use 

: Off Licence, Grocer and Green Grocer


(g)
Heating Maintenance Contract


(Previous Minute 209 - 5th January, 2001)


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the assignment of the solid fuel to gas conversion contract from TEAMS (Northern) Limited to the West Lancashire Heating Company Limited.


(h)
Group Repair Scheme - Alley Way Improvement in Pink Area 1 of



the Seedley and Langworthy Improvement Area

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to a partnering arrangement between Manchester Methodists Housing Group and Salford City Council as a first step towards compliance with the Egan Report. 




(2) THAT approval be given to contractual arrangements between the City Council and D.J. Hughes to carry out Group Repair Works and work to boundary walls as well as a parallel civil engineering works contract with Bethall Construction, subject to this exemption to Standing Orders be reported to Cabinet for information.

212.
FENCING PROGRAMME AND POLICY 2001/02

The Director of Housing Services submitted a consultation document to be presented to the Area Housing Committees considering proposed types of fencing to be used for the fencing programme from 2001/02 onwards.


RESOLVED:
THAT the document be noted and referred to Area Housing Committees for consultation.

213.
SUMMIT ON LANDLORD LICENSING

Bob Osborne submitted a report outlining suggested arrangements for a City Council hosted summit with regard to the introduction of a Landlord Licensing Scheme.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted; and that Bob Osborne be requested to make the necessary arrangements for the proposed Landlord Licensing Summit and report accordingly to a future Lead Member Briefing.

214.
THE PROPERTY SHOP - 43 HANKINSON WAY

The Director of Housing Services submitted details with regard to the design, cost and purpose of the proposed Property Shop to be located at 45 Hankinson Way.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted; and that approval in principle be given to the design and cost of the project, and the Director of Development Services be requested to enter into negotiations for the lease for the premises.

215.
HOUSING SERVICES RESTRUCTURING - IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS

John Townsend reported that full details with regard to the implementation arrangements for the Housing Services Directorate Restructuring Programme were still being drawn together, however, a report would be submitted at the next Lead Member Briefing.

216.
242 WEASTE LANE, SALFORD 5

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report detailing his proposed action to be taken under delegated powers with regard to instigating  the necessary procedures to secure either the enforced sale of the property located at 242 Weaste Lane, Salford 5, and/or further legal proceedings for non compliance with repair notice, subject to the advice from the Head of Law and Administration and any further representations made by the owners of the property.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the proposed action by the Director of Housing Services be noted.




(2) THAT Ward Councillors be informed of the proposed actions of the Director of Housing Services as detailed above.

217.
CONTRACT FOR  THE SUPPLY OF SOFTWARE, HARDWARE, IMPLEMENTATION AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES FOR THE INTEGRATED HOUSING MANAGEMENT COMPUTER SYSTEM

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report informing Members of the progress made with regard to the project to procure software, hardware, implementation and maintenance services for the new integrated housing management computer system.  In addition, the report contained details of the planned dates for the implementation of the major modules of the system together with the anticipated cost and savings.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

218.
COUNCIL OF MORTGAGE LENDERS

Bob Osborne reported that arrangements had been made for an “Away Day” for a number of Local Authorities and appropriate outside agencies together with representatives of the Council of Mortgage Lenders, with the purpose of drawing up proposals for a review of the latter’s policy with regard to mortgages for properties in low demand areas.

219.
ARMS LENGTH COMPANY

The Director of Housing Services submitted a draft response to HACAS, Chapman Hendy thanking them for the presentation they had given to the Cabinet and other Members of the Council on Tuesday, 16th January, 2001.  The response also included a suggested action plan with regard to the introduction of an arms length model within the City of Salford, and issues which needed to be taken into consideration.  Councillor Warmisham commented that the introduction of such a model required detailed consideration before any final decision was made.


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the response to HACAS, Chapman Hendy as now submitted.

220.
HEATING POLICY - LONGBOW COURT

Keith Pearson reported that a complaint had been received with regard to the heating within Longbow Court, claiming that on a particular night the temperature in one flat had fallen to -30C.  He added that on investigation records had shown that the temperature for Longbow Court, on the night concerned, had not fallen below 23.40C and it was therefore possible that there was a localised problem with the heating in the flat of the complainant, and investigations would be made accordingly.

221.
PRESS RELEASES

Bob Osborne submitted details of the programme of press releases for the period January to March, 2001.


RESOLVED:
THAT the programme be noted.

222.
STOCK VALUATIONS

Tony Brown gave a presentation on the new computer based stock valuations programme, the contents of which were noted.

223.
DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT TEAM

Councillor Warmisham said it was important that both he and Councillor Val Burgoyne met with Members of the Housing Departmental Management Team.  The Director of Housing Services replied that he would make arrangements for such a meeting as soon as possible.

224.
HOUSING SERVICES DIRECTORATE WEB PAGES

Councillor Warmisham asked what progress had been made with regard to the production of Housing Services Directorate pages for the City of Salford’s website.  Bob Osborne replied that work on this was ongoing, however, there was a need for the Corporate Services Directorate to confirm the “house” style for the City Council’s website.
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