HOUSING LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
20th September 2010

Meeting commenced:
 1.00 p.m.

“              ended:   1:45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Peter Connor - in the Chair

Councillor Charlie McIntyre

Paul Walker - Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration


David Galvin - Assistant Director, Housing Futures

John Wooderson - Head of Urban Renewal


Sarah Clayton - Head of Strategy and Enabling

Mike Wright - Head of Housing Choice


Les Laws - Principal Officer, Affordable Warmth


Mark Hart - Principal Officer, Policy and partnerships


Rob Turner - Team Leader, Housing Market Support


Gemma Chilton - Market Support Officer (Licensing)


Alison Hamnett - Director of Improvement and Customer Care, Salix Homes


Dave Norbury - Principal Surveyor, Urban Vision


Mike Relph - Senior Democratic Services Officer

20.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 


Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Paul Longshaw, Richard Wynne and Peter Openshaw.
21.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the briefing held on 2nd August, 2010, were agreed as a correct record.
22.
AFFORDABLE WARMTH PROGRAMME DELIVERY 2009/10

The Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report detailing the progress of achievements in delivering the Affordable Warmth Programme during the period 2009/10 and which supported the full strategic aims of the Affordable Warmth Strategy (2005).         

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted and that it be submitted to the appropriate Scrutiny Committee for information, together with the wider media promotion of the achievements detailed within it.
23.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

Reports were submitted on the following matters, which were dealt with and indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council scheme of delegation.

(a)
Compliance with Tenant Services Authority Regulatory Framework - Local Offers

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to Salix Homes adopting the commitments agreed with their customers as a local offer in accordance with the regulatory framework of the Tenant Services Authority (TSA).


(b)     Salford City Council Right of First Refusal Policy 2010

RESOLVED : THAT approval be given to the Right of First Refusal Policy which outlines the procedures that may influence the council’s decision in considering applications submitted under the Housing Act 2004 which require tenants, who have purchased their home under the Right to Buy legislation and wish to sell it within ten years, to offer it initially to the council, or another social landlord, for repurchase at full market value.

(c)     Selective Landlord Licensing – Charlestown and Lower Kersal

RESOLVED (1) THAT approval be given to the designation of a Selective Landlord Licensing Scheme, under Part 3 of the Housing Act 2004, in four hot spot areas of Charlestown and Lower Kersal. 



        (2) THAT approval be given to the fee structure and the use of a national charging fee structure for selective licensing.


        (3) THAT approval be given to the license conditions for the Charlestown and Lower Kersal Selective Licensing Scheme.


        (4) THAT the Strategic Director of Sustainable Regeneration be requested to review the current arrangements which exist between the City Council and Salford University in terms of liaison with students concerning their responsibilities as residents of the wider community.

24.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

RESOLVED:
THAT under Section100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item as detailed in Minute 25 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A to the Act.  

25.
 DECISION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

A report was submitted on the following matter which was dealt with and indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s scheme of delegation.


Park Lodge, Douglas Green, Salford

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to the acquisition of Park Lodge, Douglas Green, Salford subject to the provision and agreed terms and conditions in order to implement regeneration proposals within the New Deal for Communities area and the Strategic Director for Customer and Support Services be instructed to complete the necessary legal formalities.

26.
GREATER MANCHESTER HOUSING STRATEGY

The Strategic Director of Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report outlining the Greater Manchester Housing Strategy which had been developed following consultation with the relevant authorities and bodies within the sub region set out a programme of joint priorities for the next few years designed to compliment existing local housing strategies.

Councillor Peter Connor expressed concerns and sought assurances that the strategy would not be to the detriment of Salford.  Paul Walker said he would prepare a briefing note to help him consider all the associated risks and factors.  Councillor Connor indicated that, only if he was provided with assurances would he be in a position to recommend the City Council’s cabinet to endorse the strategy.


RESOLVED: THAT the Greater Manchester Housing Strategy be referred to the City Council’s Cabinet for consideration.
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