HOUSING LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
25th August, 2000


Meeting commenced:
9.15 a.m.

"
ended:
11.32 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillors Warmisham and Mrs. Burgoyne

OFFICERS:
Harry Seaton - Director of Housing Services

Roger Taylor - Assistant Director of Housing Services

John Wooderson - Housing Services Directorate

Keith Pearson - Housing Services Directorate

Peter Openshaw - Development Services Directorate

Steve Worthington - Corporate Services

133.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 11th August, 2000, were agreed as a correct record.

With regard to Minute 127(b) - sale of Council owned dwellings, it was reported that the right to buy proposal application number 32727 in relation to 225 Birch Road, had been withdrawn.

134.
ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY
Details were submitted on the following matters, which were dealt with under delegated authority and where the action indicated below was approved, following consultation with the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for the Housing Services function:-

(a)
40 Hulton District Centre
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT approval be given to surrender of lease for 40 Hulton District Centre, Little Hulton, from a date to be agreed.

Current lease details:

Term:

1 year certain from 10th April, 2000

Lessee:
Mrs. D. Green, trading as New Millennium Cards and Gifts

Rental:
£3,000 per annum exclusive

Use:

Greeting cards, stationery and associated giftware

(2)
THAT approval be given to the granting of a new lease for 24 Hulton District Centre, Little Hulton, from a date to be agreed.

Proposed lease details:

Term:

1 year certain from a date to be agreed

Lessee:
Mrs. D. Green, trading as New Millennium Cards and Gifts

Rental:
£3,000 per annum exclusive

Use:

Greeting cards, stationery and associated giftware

(b)
Telecommunications Development Proposals and Rent Income
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the various housing properties currently being used for telecommunication development and the level of rental income they produce for potential re-investment be noted.

(2)
THAT Members approve the following terms agreed with Atlantic Telecom for their new proposals.

Term:

12 years from a date to be agreed

Rental: 
£8,600 per annum, exclusive of VAT

Rent Review:
The rent to be subject to three yearly reviews, upwards only

Costs:
The Lessee to contribute £1,400 towards the Council’s costs

(c)
12 The Gardens, Ellesmere Park
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to lease renewal on shop premises at 12 The Gardens, Ellesmere Park, Eccles:-

Current lease details:

Term:

3 years from 29th September, 1997

Lessee:
Paul Harold Higginson

Rental:
£2,250 per annum

Use:

Newsagents, tobacconist, sale of cold lunch snacks, fancy goods, patent medicines

Proposed lease details:

Term:

3 years from 29th September, 2000

Lessee:
Paul Harold Higginson

Rental:
£2,500 per annum

Use:

Newsagents, tobacconist, sale of cold lunch snacks, fancy goods, patent medicines

(d)
Telecommunications Site - Cheshill Court, Higher Broughton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to increase the rent for telecommunications equipment located on the rooftop of Cheshill Court.

Current lease details:

Term:

20 years with effect from 20th July, 2000

Lessee:
One 2 One Personal Communications Limited (formerly Mercury)

Rental;
£6,000 per annum

Use:

Site for telecommunications equipment

(e)
29 Carina Place, Lower Broughton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the disposal of garden land at 29 Carina Place, Lower Broughton as part of an Estate Action Improvement Scheme.

(f)
77 Laburnum Street, Langworthy
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given for the acquisition of 77 Laburnum Street, Langworthy, Salford to Mrs. O. Lewis, 94 Fieldhead Avenue, Bury at a price of £3,750.

(g)
28 Vincent Street, Higher Broughton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 28 Vincent Street, Higher Broughton, Salford, to Hiretoken Limited, 5 Delauneys Road, Crumpsall, at a price of £8,000.

(h)
12 Hampshire Street, Higher Broughton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 12 Hampshire Street, Higher Broughton, Salford to Mr. and Mrs. R. Livesey, 12 Hampshire Street, Higher Broughton, Salford, at a price of £18,500.  (Negotiations have been completed on the basis that the City Council was to bear the vendors legal costs.  The vendor was eligible to a home loss payment of £1,850 and disturbance compensation had been agreed at £2,000.  The Council was to pay the vendor’s surveyors fees.   Vacant possession would be given on completion).

(i)
Barton Grange, Peel Green Road, Eccles
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the disposal of surplus land fronting Barton Grange, Peel Green Road, Eccles, as follows:-

Purchaser:

Mrs. Kelly

Purchase Price:
£7,000

User:


Garden extension

Costs:

Purchaser to bear City Council’s legal and surveyors fees

Terms:

1.
The purchaser to erect and maintain all boundary fencing.

2.
The purchaser not to erect any permanent structure on the land

3.
The purchaser not to carry on any trade or business on land

4.
The purchaser to be responsible for obtaining any necessary planning consents.

(j)
7 Basten Drive, Salford 7
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the surrender of the shop lease at 7 Basten Drive, Salford 7, from Mr. Killackey, with effect from 30th September, 2000.

(k)
27 Hulton District Centre, Little Hulton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the letting of shop premises known as 27 Hulton District Centre, Little Hulton.

Current lease details:

Term:

3 years from a date to be agreed

Lessee:
Substance Misuse Services

Rental:
£3,000 per annum exclusive of rates and other outgoings

Use:

Substance misuse advice centre, subject to obtaining planning consent for the proposed use

(l)
23 Brookhouse Avenue, Peel Green, Eccles
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the disposal of land to the owners of 23 Brookhouse Avenue.

Current lease details:

Term:

Licence agreement effective from 1st February, 1998 requiring three months’ notice of expiry

Lessee:
Mr. Herberts Walter Doe and Mrs. Annie Doe

Rental:
£25 per annum

Use:

Vehicular access to 23 Brookhouse Avenue, Peel Green, Eccles

(m)
Use of a Car Park by Greenheys Youth Club
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given for Greenheys Youth Club to use the car park (which is under the control of Housing Services) between Captainfold Road and Highfield Road, Little Hulton, in order that they can hold a car boot sale from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. or thereabouts on Sunday, 10th September or Sunday 17th September.

(n)
Great Cheetham Street East - Invitation of Tenders
RESOLVED:
THAT the decision to invite tenders for works along Great Cheetham Street East, as part of the tendering process previously authorised for Bevenden Square be approved.

(o)
Sale of Council Owned Dwellings
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of the Council owned dwellings at the prices indicated and as detailed in the report now submitted.

(p)
Seedley and Langworthy Headroom Scheme
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the proposed package of environmental improvements to the footpaths, school boundaries and street lighting along Langworthy Road, Liverpool Street and Seedley Park Road be approved.

(2)
THAT the submission of a pre-tender (full) application for funding to the North West Development Agency be approved.

(3)
THAT subject to the approval of the necessary funding from the North West Development Agency, that Highway Services be appointed as contractor to implement the works without further reference to Lead Member or Cabinet.

(4)
THAT the scheme, costings and funding arrangements are made known to the Corporate Services Lead Member.

(q)
The Future of Snowdrop Walk and Crocus Walk
RESOLVED:
THAT the demolition and clearance of bungalows at Snowdrop and Crocus Walk be approved in principle subject to prior consultation with Ward Councillors and further consultation with the appropriate individual tenants/residents.

(r)
14 Gainsborough Street, Higher Broughton
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the Director of Corporate Services be authorised to take the necessary steps to secure the repayments or the renovation grant paid in respect of the property at 14 Gainsborough Street, Salford, together with compound interest on the relevant amount as from the certified date, calculated at such reasonable rate as the local authority may determine as provided for under section 49, Housing Grants,  Construction and Regeneration Act 1996.

(2)
THAT a press release be issued if recovery action is taken, detailing a general warning that renovation grants must be used for the purposes for which they are granted.

(s)
Private Sector Disabled Facilities Grant
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the Cabinet be requested to consider variation of the existing scheme of delegated authority to accommodate the operational needs identified since the establishment of the Joint Disabled Adaptations Team and adoption of revised eligibility criteria for Disabled Facilities Grants (DFGs).

(2)
THAT the specific grant referred to be approved for DFG assistance up to a maximum of £35,000.

(t)
The Use of Compulsory Purchase Powers under Part II, Housing Act 1985
(As amended)
RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT the potential to make compulsory purchase orders (CPOs) against individual properties under the provisions of the 1985 Housing Act and the contribution that the use of these powers could make to the delivery of the housing strategy, be noted.

(2)
THAT officers be authorised to develop the necessary procedures and systems to facilitate the use of these powers in appropriate cases, including liaison with other directorates and external partner organisations.

(u)
Replacement of Heating and Hot Water Appliances - Ascot Court, Epsom

Mews, Haydock Mews, Thirsk Mews, New Market Mews
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to accept the tender for the replacement of heating and hot water appliances at Ascot Court, Epsom Mews, Haydock Mews, Thirsk Mews and New Market Mews in the name of Maclean and Nuttall, in the sum of £292,031.54 (the lowest tender as submitted from four tenderers).

(v)
Negotiating an Extension to an Existing Contract in Respect of the Installation of New Bathroom Suites in the Eccles and Irlam Management Areas
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the extension of existing Eccles and Irlam bathroom contract with DLP Services (Northern) Limited by an additional £143,250.00 to undertake Duchy Phase 1.

(w)
Extension to Responsive Repair Contracts for Inner City and Irlam
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the extension by twelve months to City Building Services for the Inner City contract in Pendleton Precinct, Blackfriars and Ordsall, in the name of Jackson and Lloyd in the Irlam Housing Management areas.

(x)
The Installation of New Warm Air Heating at Rydal Avenue, Eccles, Salford
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the tender for installation of new warm air heating at Rydal Avenue, Eccles, in the name of Maclean and Nuttall in the sum of £93,134.32 (the lowest of four tenders submitted).

(y)
Security Works to 17 Blocks in Swinton
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the tender for installation of security systems to 17 blocks in Swinton in the name of Hook-Up Limited, for the sum of £98,058.00 (the lowest of four tenders submitted).

(z)
Right to Compensation for Tenants’ Improvements

RESOLVED:
(1)
THAT Mrs. Kenyon be offered £755.13 compensation under the  Tenants Improvement Scheme.

(2)
THAT the difference between the cost of a new kitchen (£544.87) be included as a legitimate item of expenditure within the disturbance payments which Mrs. Kenyon will be entitled to (displaced tenants are entitled to statutory homeloss compensation, plus disturbance payments which reflect realistic costs associated with movements to a new home).

(aa)
District Heating
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the extension of existing contracts with Dalkia at Clarendon and London Road sites and early provisional funding of the abandonment of the Clarendon Road site to take place in 2001-2002.

135.
TACTICS FOR BIDDING TO GOVERNMENT FOR HIP RESOURCES FOR

2000/2001
RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

136.
INVESTORS IN PEOPLE
John Townsend submitted a report which provided details of the Housing Services Directorate’s proposal to use Investors in People as both a standard to aim for and a validation of the Directorate’s achievement.  This would help with Best Value and provide staff with positive evidence of the Directorate’s positive intentions.  Detailed within the report were a series of proposals for initiating the Investors in People scheme together with related costs.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

137.
ALMA MANAGEMENT PARTNERSHIP
The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which detailed the latest position with regard to Management Partnership Agreement with ALMA at Lower Broughton.

RESOLVED:
THAT Cabinet be requested to:

(1)
Endorse the Management Partnership Agreement.

(2)
Agree the setting up of the Management Partnership Board.

(3)
Nominate three Councillors to the Management Partnership Board.

(4)
Support the recruitment to a Lead Officer Post.

138.
GENERAL FUND REVENUE BUDGET 1999-2000 HOUSING DIRECTORATE OUTTURN
The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which provided (a) details of the 1999/2000 outturn for the Housing General Fund and (b) explanations for major variations between the 1999/2000 Approximate and the 1999/2000 Outturn for the elements under the control of the Housing Directorates.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

139.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Items of any other business were raised in respect of the following:-

· A future report was requested on empty shop premises in the City

· A future report was requested on London Street ABC options

140.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Friday 1st September, 2000 at 9.00 a.m.
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