Housing Lead Members' Briefing - 27th April, 2001


HOUSING LEAD MEMBERS' BRIEFING
27th April, 2001

Meeting commenced:
  9.10 a.m.
"
ended:
11.45 a.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor John Warmisham (in the Chair)


Councillor Val Burgoyne




OFFICERS:
Harry Seaton - Director of Housing Services




John Townsend - Deputy Director of Housing Services




Bob Osborne - Assistant Director of Housing Services




Keith Pearson - Assistant Director of Housing Services




Mark Glynn - Housing Services Directorate




Nigel Steadman - Housing Services Directorate




Mike Collier - Development Services Directorate




Peter Openshaw - Development Services Directorate




Steve Worthington - Corporate Services Directorate

277.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 30th March, 2001, were signed as a correct record.

278.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Corporation Public House, Cross Lane, Salford 5


(Previous Minute 266(c) - 30th March, 2001)

Councillor John Warmisham reported that obligations had been placed on the leaseholder to keep the Corporation Public House on Cross Lane in a neat and tidy condition.


(b)
Hanover Court


(Previous Minute 266(b) - 30th March, 2001)

It was reported that the consultation exercise was 95% complete and that the BRE price had not been favourable.  A tenants meeting would be held in order to update local residents with regard to the current position and a report would be submitted to Members in due course.


(c)
Spike Island Estate
Harry Seaton reported that in view of the uncertainty surrounding the future of the estate, it would be useful to develop Phase 4 of the Spike Island works through the traditional tender route.  A report would be submitted to Cabinet following the results of consultations with Taylor/Young.

279.
ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Details were submitted on the following matters which were dealt with under delegated authority, and where the action of the Director of Housing Services indicated below, was approved following consultation with the Lead and Deputy Lead Member for the Housing Services function:-


(a)
11-15 Devon Road, Cadishead

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the new garden tenancy agreement for land rear of 11-15 Devon Road, Cadishead, for Mr. S. Hartley at a rental of £55 per annum.


(b)
49 Rydal Crescent, Walkden

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the rent review on shop premises at 49 Rydal Crescent, Walkden, let to Mr. and Mrs. C.  Payne at a revised rent of £2,000 per annum from 25th March, 2001.


(c)
127 Old Clough Lane, Worsley

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to an increase in rental from £42 per annum to £50 per annum for a garden extension at rear of 127 Old Clough Lane, Worsley, for Ms. P. McArdle, 127 Old Clough Lane, Worsley.


(d)
64 Ash Grove, Walkden

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the disposal of garden land to the rear of 64 Ash Grove, Walkden, for the sum of £450.


(e)
4 Spruce Court, Salford 6

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the rent review on shop premises at 4 Spruce Court, Salford 6, leased to Mr. Alan Dean, at a revised rental of £2,700 per annum.


(f)
Cheshill Court, Salford 8

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to former landlord's consent to One-2-One for the installation of additional telecommunications equipment at Cheshill Court, Salford 8.


(g)
3 Birch Drive, Swinton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to a new letting of garage plot 3 Birch Drive, Swinton, at an annual rental of £30.


(h)
Tiger Moth Square - Environmental Improvements

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the lowest tender and addendum bill of quantities for the Tiger Moth Square Environmental Improvements to the sum of £140,580.25 in the name of George Cox and Sons Limited.


(i)
Temporary Treatment of Vacant Sites in Lower Broughton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the quotation from Highway Services in the sum of £42,284.19 for the temporary treatment and highway repair works to vacant sites in Lower Broughton.


(j)
Langworthy and Seedley Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of the following properties so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Langworthy and Seedley Initiative:-


Property





Purchase Price

78 Alder Street




£2,500


48 Amos Street




£3,500


27 Ash Street




£2,500


60 Ash Street




£9,500


70 Duchy Street




£5,500


40 Fir Street





£7,500


26 Harmsworth Street



£6,500


72 Langshaw Street




£6,500


69 Langton Street




£7,500


13 Reservoir Street




£2,500


18, 52 and 66 Reservoir Street


£25,500


19 and 12 Reservoir Street


£18,000


76 Reservoir Street




£2,500


211 Langworthy Road



£18,000


12 Alder Street




£6,000


11 Ash Street




£8,000


18 Ash Street, 2 Nansen Street


48 and 54 Norway Street and 


32 Glendenning Street



£23,500


76 Duchy Street and 72 Harmsworth Street
£10,250


44 Norway Street




£3,000


59 Shawcross Street



£8,000


12 Southern Street




£1,500


50 Fir Street





£511.50 (disturbance payment only)



(k)
Purchase by Agreement within the Hampshire Street and



 Wiltshire Street Initiative 


RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 50 Hampshire Street, Higher Broughton, at a cost of £10,000 (plus legal costs) so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Hampshire Street and Wiltshire Street Initiative.


(l)
Purchase by Agreement within the Lucy Street and Muriel Street Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 14 Lucy Street, Lower Broughton, at a cost of £18,000 (plus legal costs, Surveyors fees, Homeloss payment of £1,500 and Disturbance Compensation - to be agreed), so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Lucy Street and Muriel Street Initiative.


(m)
9 Harebell Avenue, Little Hulton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to dispose of a repossessed property, 9 Harebell Avenue, Little Hulton, in the sum of £3,500.


(n)
Sale of Council Owned Dwellings

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of numerous Council owned dwellings at the price indicated and as detailed in the report now submitted, in accordance with the Right to Buy legislation.


(o)
Variations of Contract Approved 15th February, 2001, on Alleyway



Resurfacing Contract to Seedley South West

RESOLVED:
THAT an increase in the contract sum, amounting to £40,000, for the contract which was let on a competitive basis to P. Casey Limited (Land Reclamation) for the Alleway Resurfacing Contract in Seedley South be approved.


(p)
18, 20, 22 and 24 Henley Avenue, Irlam

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to Blakeley Tonge and Partner undertaking the refurbishment of four properties, namely 18, 20, 22 and 24 Henley Avenue, Irlam, at a total cost of £60,000.


(q)
Annual Servicing Responsive Maintenance and Replacement of Electric Heating, 2001-2003

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the tender of Leigh Electrical Services amount to £165.545 to undertake the annual servicing responsive maintenance and replacement of electric heating 2001-2003.


(r)
Demolition of 69-91 Cedar Place, Salford 7

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to accept the lowest quotation for the demolition of 69-91 Cedar Place, Salford, as submitted by Redish Demolition in the sum of £23,100.


(s)
Extension to Premises - 11 Adelaide Street

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to accept the tender of David Marlow for the provision of a disabled extension at 11 Adelaide Street, Swinton, at a cost of £21,226.

280.
CONVERSION WORK TO SALFORD FOYER BY NORTH BRITISH HOUSING - CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS COSTS

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report detailing proposals for the making of a contribution of £30,000 in the form of Local Authority Social Housing Grants (LASHG) to North British Housing (NBH) in respect of conversion works recently carried out to the Salford Foyer.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

281.
PRIVATE SECTOR EMPTY PROPERTY STATISTICS

The Director of Housing Services submitted a table which detailed statistics for empty properties in the city.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

282.
PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING GRANTS REGULATIONS

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which detailed various amendments to the regulations and guidance governing the administration of grants under the Housing Act.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

283.
350 GREAT CLOWES STREET, SALFORD 7

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which detailed his intention to commence legal proceedings against the owners of 350 Great Clowes Street, Salford 7, for an offence of obstruction, as outlined in the current scheme of delegation.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

284.
REVIEW OF HOUSING STRATEGY 2001

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which gave details of the Policy and Strategy Review which was being undertaken by the Housing Services Directorate as part of the operation review within the Best Value process.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

285.
18 MURRAY STREET, SALFORD 7

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which detailed his intention to instigate the necessary procedures for making a "Part 2" Compulsory Purchase Order, under section 17 of the Housing Act 1985, in respect of 18 Murray Street, Salford 7, the purpose of such an order was to secure that the property was forthwith made suitable as a house, either by the Council or by selling it subject to conditions for securing that the purchaser would make it so suitable. 


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

286.
CLIFFSIDE PROPERTIES

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which detailed his intention to commence legal proceedings for non-compliance with a Repair Notice served in respect of 3 Cliff Avenue, Salford 7, together with the necessary procedures for making a "Part 2" Compulsory Purchase Order, under section 17 of the Housing Act 1985, in respect of 5 Cliff Avenue and 77 Grecian Street North.  The purpose of such an order was to secure that the properties were forthwith made suitable as houses, either by Council or by selling them subject to conditions for securing that the purchaser would make them so suitable.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

287.
4 ALBERT ROAD, ECCLES


The Director of Housing Services submitted a report regarding the payment of a HMO Grant in respect of 4 Albert Road, Eccles.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

288.
1, 2 AND 6 THE POLYGON, ECCLES

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which sought approval for HMO Grant in respect of houses in multiple occupation at 1, 2 and 6 The Polygon, Eccles.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

289.
PROPOSALS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL IN CLAREMONT AND WEASTE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE AREAS

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which (a) sought approval in principle to proposals for private sector housing renewal in Claremont and Weaste Community Committee (b) sought authority to carry out a Neighbourhood Renewal Assessment (NRA) of the identified areas and (c) sought authority to consult with stakeholders in the areas based on the recommendations arising out of the NRA process.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the proposals detailing the report be noted.




(2) THAT the Director of Housing Services be authorised to consult with the Community Committee, local residents and other interested parties on the proposals.




(3) THAT the Director of Housing Services be authorised to undertake neighbourhood renewal assessments of the areas identified within the report.

290.
BRIEFING NOTE ON 2001 HIP GUIDANCE

The Director of Housing Services submitted a briefing note on 2001 HIP Guidance which set out the new arrangements for Housing Investment Programme in light of the introduction of the single capital plot and the introduction of the major repairs allowance and business plan for Council housing.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

291.
HOMESWAPS IN SEEDLEY AND LANGWORTHY

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report which gave details to proposals for homeswaps in Seedley and Langworthy.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

292.
REAR FENCING 1-16 KNOWSLEY GREEN

Members received an oral update with regard to the current position relating to the provision of rear fencing at 1-16 Knowsley Green.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

293.
ARMS LENGTH HOUSING MANAGEMENT

A report was considered detailing the provisions of proposals for arms length housing management.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

294.
PILOT BURGLAR ALARM INITIATIVE

A draft consultation letter to tenants of the Valley estate was circulated which detailed the provisions of the pilot burglar alarm initiative together with proposals to progress the initiative.  Members expressed their support for the scheme and commented on the need to ensure that the police would deliver the appropriate response.  A further report would be submitted to the next meeting detailing both the costs and pay back period.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

295.
PERFORMANCE INDICATORS INFORMATION

Members considered information in respect of performance indicators for the Housing Services Directorate.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

296.
ASYLUM SEEKERS UPDATE

An oral update was given with regard to the current position in relation to asylum seekers.  Councillor Warmisham commented on the need for a briefing for all Members of the Council together with M.P.s.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

297.
JACKSON LLOYD RESPONSIVE AND PROGRAMMED WORKS - PERFORMANCE

The Director of Housing Services submitted a report  indicating that following concerns expressed, by a number of the Swinton Councillors, regarding the quality and reliability of Jackson Lloyd, their performance had been examined.  The results of this exercise were also contained in the report.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

298.
DISPOSAL OF THE STARS COMMUNITY CENTRE

RESOLVED:
THAT the decision made by the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for the Development Services function to approve the disposal of the STARS Community Centre to Mr. Singh, the prospective purchaser of the dental practice currently located at 2 Churchill Way, be noted.

299.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Items of any other business were raised and noted in respect of the following:-

· Update on Lighting at Brindle Heath.

Bob Osborne submitted the following additional items which were noted, with the exception of a report on neighbourhood nuisance which was deferred for consideration until a future meeting.

· Review of advertising in the Manchester Evening News.

· Housing Investment in 2001/2 in the City.

· Independence Day.

· Community Get Together to Fight Crime.

· Salford Advertiser - future briefing to be made.
http://comcapps01.salford.gov.uk/WebDB30/docs/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/HLMM/HLMM270401A.DOC
http://comcapps01.salford.gov.uk/WebDB30/docs/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/HLMM/HLMM270401A.DOC

