HOUSING LEAD MEMBER BRIEFING
29th September, 2009

Meeting commenced:
9.30 a.m.
"
ended:
10.30 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Peter Connor - in the Chair


Councillors Paula Boshell and Councillor Keith Mann



Paul Walker – Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration



Bob Osborne – Deputy Director for Sustainable Regeneration



Sarah Clayton – Head of Strategy and Enabling



David Galvin – Housing Connections Partnership



Paul Longshaw – PFI Project Director



John Wooderson – Head of Service – Urban Renewal

Mike Relph - Senior Committee Administrator

17.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Pat Ryan.
18.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 27th August, 2009, were agreed as a correct record.

19.
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Reports were submitted on the following matters, which were dealt with as indicated by the Lead Member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him, in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s Scheme of Delegation.


(a)  Pendleton Private Finance Initiative (PFI) Re-housing Options

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to the offer of priority re-housing to be made to residents within the High Street area on a phased basis in line with existing nomination, relocation and letting policies.



(2) THAT approval be given to the acquisition of private properties on the estate, sold previously under the Right to Buy legislation; and the offer of relocation assistance to qualifying owners under conditions detailed in the Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006 (amended 2008).


(3) THAT approval be given to the payment of statutory home loss, and disturbance compensation, to qualifying residents affected by the proposals.



(4) THAT approval be given to the use of short-term tenancies within the High Street Estate.



(5) THAT approval be given for Salix Homes to suspend lettings in the clearance area, and bring forward the demolition of properties within it on a phased basis.



(6) THAT responsibility for monitoring delivery of the re-housing plan, and agreeing future phases of clearance acquisition, be delegated to the Pendleton Private Finance Initiative Project Board.

(b)  Promoting Independence – Housing Strategy for Older People
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the Housing Strategy for Older People as they grow older in Salford; and that it be published on the City Council’s website, and through other media, as well as delegated action plan being reviewed on a twice yearly basis.

(Councillor Keith Mann, Lead Member for Community Services and Health, and Councillor Paula Boshell, Executive Support Member, attended the meeting in relation to this item).

(c)  Charlestown Riverside Demolition
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the demolition of 184 properties within the Charlestown and Riverside area and the appointment of A. Palmer Limited, to undertake the work, which has an anticipated start date of October 2009.

(e)  Gainsborough Street Area Block Improvement Scheme
RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the improvement scheme for the Gainsborough Street area to be undertaken by G. and J. Seddon Construction Limited at an estimated cost of £3,794,000.

20.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the item detailed in Minute 22 below on the grounds that, they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

21.
DECISION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY

Reports were submitted on the following matters, and were dealt with as indicated by the Lead member for Housing, in accordance with the powers delegated to him, in the appropriate paragraphs of the City Council’s Scheme of Delegation.


(a)  Land at Wellington Street East, Higher Broughton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of the freehold interest in land at Wellington Street East, Higher Broughton.  


(b)  173 Langworthy Road

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of the freehold interest in 173 Langworthy Road, Salford.


(c)  Lower Broughton Regeneration – Development Proposal Notice Site A

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the Development Proposal Notice submitted by Countryside Properties in respect of Site A of the Lower Broughton Regeneration Area and in accordance with the Development Agreement dated the 3rd March, 2006, with the City Council; and the Director of Customer and Support Services be authorised to complete the necessary disposal, by way of a 999 year lease,


(d)  Housing Related Support Services – Contract Extensions

RESOLVED: THAT approval be given to the contract extensions approved by the Supporting People Commissioning Body, in respect of the following services:-

· SASH
· P34
· Brentwood
· Together Women Project
· James Street
· Joan Lester House
· 260 Lower Broughton Road
(e)  Relocation Assistance – Application to Variation of the Policy
RESOLVED:
THAT the application seeking exception to the City Council’s Private Sector Housing Assistance Policy 2006, and to provide a package of financial assistance for a resident living in a clearance area in Central Salford to facilitate a move outside the area, be not acceded to, as the supporting information presented, does not justify the making of an exception, as it fails to meet the criteria usually employed in relation to the policy.
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