HOUSING LEAD MEMBERS' BRIEFING
30th March, 2001

Meeting commenced:
  9.00 a.m.
"
ended:
10.40 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor John Warmisham
OFFICERS:
John Townsend - Deputy Director of Housing Services


Bob Osborne - Assistant Director of Housing Services


Keith Pearson - Assistant Director of Housing Services


Roger Taylor - Assistant Director of Housing Services


Peter Davidson - Housing Services Directorate


Mike Collier - Development Services Directorate


Peter Openshaw - Development Services Directorate


Mike Relph - Corporate Services Directorate fillin "other names" 
265.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th March, 2001, were agreed as a correct record.

266.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Corporation Public House, Cross Lane, Salford 5


(Previous Minute 257(c) - 16th March, 2001)

Councillor John Warmisham made reference to the poor state of repair of the Corporation Public House, Cross Lane.  Peter Openshaw replied that he would investigate the matter and report back accordingly to the next meeting.


(b)
Hanover Court, Salford


(Previous Minute 257(j) - 16th March, 2001)

Councillor John Warmisham enquired as to current progress with regard to the refurbishment of Hanover Court, Salford.  Bob Osborne replied that he would investigate this matter with a view to providing an update at the next meeting.


(c)
Joint Housing Lead Members and Development Services



Lead Members Briefing

Mike Collier reported that a suitable date for a proposed joint meeting between Housing Lead Members and Development Services Lead Members would be considered at the Development Services Lead Members' Briefing to be held on 2nd April, 2001.

267.
ACTION TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY
Details were submitted on the following matters which were dealt with under delegated authority, and where the action of the Director of Housing Services indicated below, was approved following consultation with the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for the Housing Services function:-


(a)
Spruce Court and Thorn Court Inspections

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the waiving of Standing Order 47 to enable the appointment of a specialist contractor, namely High Rise Services, to undertake a roped access safety inspection on the facades of the multi-storey blocks located at Spruce Court and Thorn Court.


(b)
1-10 Scholes Close, George Street, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the transfer of the control of the site of 1-10 Scholes Close, George Street, Salford, from the Community and Social Services Directorate to the Housing Services Directorate.


(c)
Kildakin Public House, St. Kildas Drive, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the assignment of the lease, dated and effective from 12th February, 1975, for the Kildakin Public House, St. Kildas Drive, Salford, from KUC (Public Houses) Limited to Gateclay Properties Limited.


(d)
Cawdor Street Moorings, Eccles

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the renewal of a Tenancy Agreement with Worsley Cruising Club Limited for the land adjoining the Bridgewater Canal located at Cawdor Street Moorings, Eccles, for a term of three years from 2nd July, 2001, at a rent of £2,000 per annum.


(e)
Spike Island Environmental Improvements

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT approval be given to design and procure phases 4,5,6 and 7 of the Spike Island Environmental Improvement Programme utilising a partnership arrangement of client, Salford Design Services and a contractor.




(2) THAT the Director of Development Services be instructed to proceed in developing the partnership arrangement as detailed in (1) above and that approval be given to the waiving of Standing Order 43.


(f)
6 Braemar Lane, Worsley

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the granting of retrospective landlord's consent for the erection of two extensions, a conservatory and a porch at 6 Braemar Lane, Worsley.


(g)
45 Hankinson Way, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the assignment of the lease in respect of 45 Hankinson Way, Salford, from the Abbey National to the City Council on the following terms and conditions:-


Term:

15 years from 25th March, 1995.


Assignee:
The City of Salford.


Rental:

£18,500 per annum


Use:

Property shop.


(h)
2 Churchill Way, Salford

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the assignments of the lease relating to the premises located at 2 Churchill Way, Salford, from Messrs. Hingston and Conibear to Mr. R. Singh, to enable the purchaser of the dental practice to continue operating whilst remodelling the Stars Community Centre.


(i)
Langworthy and Seedley Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of the following properties so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Langworthy and Seedley Initiative:-

	Property
	Purchase Price

	21 Derg Street
	£6,000

	75 Duchy Street
	£7,500

	47 Fir Street
	£8,000

	38 Goulden Street
	£1,500

	15 Knutsford Street
	£9,500

	56 Laburnum Street
	£6,500

	19 Littlewood Street
	£8,500

	21 Langshaw Street
	£6,500

	58 Langshaw Street
	£5,500

	65 Norway Street
	£3,500

	80 Reservoir Street
	£8,000

	14 Shawcross Street
	£10,000



(j)
6A Briarhill Close, Little Hulton

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 6A Briarhill Close, Little Hulton, at a total cost of £28,000 (together with the payment of home loss and legal costs to the vendor) so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Little Hulton area.


(k)
Lucy Street and Muriel Street Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 18 Lucy Street and 3, 7 and 11 Muriel Street, Lower Broughton, at a total cost of £22,500 so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Lucy Street and Muriel Street Area Initiative.


(l)
Hampshire Street and Wiltshire Street Initiative

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acquisition of 25 Wiltshire Street, Higher Broughton, at a cost of £16,500 and 48 Vincent Street, Higher Broughton, at a cost of £22,500, so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Hampshire Street and Wiltshire Street Initiative.


(m)
Tamworth Walk, Jennings Close, Ordsall - Disturbance Payment

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the payment of disturbance compensation amounting to £4,750 in respect of the occupiers of 24 Tamworth Walk, Ordsall, so as to enable the implementation of the proposals of the Tamworth Walk/Jennings Close area of Ordsall.


(n)
Sale of Council Owned Dwellings

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sale of numerous Council owned dwellings at the price indicated and as detailed in the report now submitted, in accordance with the Right to Buy legislation.


(o)
271-299 Great Clowes Street Environmental Improvements

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the sketch scheme for the environmental improvements in relation to 271-299 Great Clowes Street, together with the estimated cost for the works of £387,210; and that the Director of Development Services be authorised to invite tenders for the scheme.


(p)
Write-Off of Former Tenant Arrears

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the writing-off of former tenant rent arrears totalling £432,822.30; and writing-on, to the Housing Revenue Account, former tenant credits totalling £10,503.64.


(q)
Servicing and Maintenance of Oil and Gas Fire Heating (Housing, Social 
Services and Communal) Properties 2001/2003

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to the acceptance of the tender of West Lancashire Heating Company Limited amounting to £289,540 for servicing and maintenance of oil and gas fire heating (Housing and Social Services) properties 2001/03.


(r)
12-22 Sandy Grove, Salford 6

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given tot he making of HMO grants amounting to £22,200 each in respect of 12-22 Sandy Grove, Salford.

268.
RATIONALISATION, ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL OF HOUSING


STOCK AND LAND

The Director of Development Services submitted a report detailing the current position of major projects concerned with the rationalisation, acquisition and disposal of housing stock and land.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

269.
CALL CENTRES

Councillor John Warmisham reported that the Council had now been granted Pathfinder status with regard to the creation of Call Centre facilities.  He suggested that Housing Services Directorate Proposals be developed in partnership with Corporate Services, and that any housing developments complement the City’s overall approach.

270.
LETTING OF PROPERTIES ON LITTLETON ROAD, BROUGHTON

The Committee received a brief update from Peter Davidson with regard to the current policy for letting properties on Littleton Road, Broughton.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

271.
BURGLARY REDUCTION INITIATIVE

Bob Osborne submitted statistics in relation to Burglary Reduction Initiative.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

272.
CONTAMINATED LAND INSPECTION STRATEGY

The Director of Environmental Services submitted details of the draft Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy which was to be submitted to the next meeting of the Cabinet before being put out for widespread consultation.


RESOLVED:
THAT the strategy be noted.

273.
AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREA

The Director of Environmental Services submitted a report outlining proposals for the making of an Air Quality Management Area Order for the City of Salford, which was to be considered by the Cabinet at their meeting to be held on 10th April, 2001.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

274.
CROMWELL COURT, SALFORD

The Director of Development Services submitted a report outlining a request received to vary the covenant imposed on the sale of Cromwell Court, Salford, from accommodation for mature student for accommodation for mature individuals, and on which the comments of the Director of Housing Services and Lead and Deputy Lead Member for the Housing Services function was invited.


RESOLVED:
THAT insofar as the Housing Services function is concerned the request to vary the covenant on the sale of Cromwell Court as detailed above be not acceded to and the Director of Development Services be informed accordingly.

275.
STRATEGIC HOUSING ISSUES

Bob Osborne provided a brief update with regard to the following strategic housing issues:-

· Feedback from Crime Reduction Partnership.

· New investment strategy - Housing Corporation.

· Private Sector Housing Renewal.

· Housing Health and Safety Rating System.

· North West Development Agency Investment Strategy.

· Choice base lettings.

· Regional housing overview.

· Joint boundary issues with Manchester City Council.

· Major review of housing tenure law.

· Results of audit of urban renewal budget monitoring.

276.
STAFF RETIRING FROM THE AUTHORITY
Councillor John Warmisham expressed his thanks to all Housing Services staff who would be retiring from the authority on 31st March, 2001, in particular he paid tribute to Oliver Hill of City Building Services who had been in the employment of the City Council for over 40 years.

http://comcapps01.salford.gov.uk/WebDB30/docs/FOLDER/SDM/CMS/HLMM/HLMM300301.DOC

