REPORT TO :  LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING) AND DEPUTY LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING)

FOR DECISION

SUBJECT :  
PROVISION OF CCTV SYSTEM AT PHILIP STREET/DICKENS ROAD PATRICROFT

DATE  : 
August 3rd 2001

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

To provide an update as to progress on the proposed CCTV scheme at Philip Street/Dickens Road Patricroft.  The scheme is to be funded via additional capital resources secured from the Home Office’s CCTV challenge fund.  No resources have been identified in order to cover necessary maintenance costs of the scheme. 

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the proposed charge of £1.50 per week per household, to cover the costs associated with the maintenance of the CCTV system is approved.

2.2 That consultation be undertaken with residents affected in order to gauge support for provision of the CCTV system for an additional charge of £1.50 per week.

2.3 That subject to resident approval, the CCTV scheme be implemented. 

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1 The City Council were successful in securing resources under the Home Office CCTV Challenge Initiative in order to address problems associated with vehicle crime in Swinton and domestic burglary in Patricroft.  After a prolonged period of time when the feasibility of implementing CCTV in the high burglary (dwelling) area of Patricroft was a major issue, it was decided to design a CCTV scheme concentrating on 78 no. low rise flats at Philip Street and Dickens Road.

The following addresses are included within the proposed scheme :

	
	TOTAL UNITS
	RTB’S
	VOIDS

	1 – 11 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	13 – 23 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	25 – 35 Philip Street
	6
	1
	-

	37 – 47 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	49 – 59 Philip Street
	6
	2
	-

	107 – 117 Philip Street
	6
	1
	-

	2 – 12 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	14 – 24 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	26 – 36 Philip Street
	6
	-
	-

	2 – 12 Dickens Road
	6
	-
	-

	14 – 24 Dickens Road
	6
	-
	-

	1 – 11 Dickens Road
	6
	-
	-

	13 – 23 Dickens Road
	6
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	78
	4
	-


In order to assess resident support for the CCTV scheme, all of the households affected were visited as part of a consultation exercise.  After door to door visits and follow-up letters on ‘no access’ being achieved, 56 of the 78 households affected (71.8%) were contacted. Of those consulted, 47 were in favour of CCTV (i.e. 60.2% of ALL residents affected), whilst 7 were against.

Residents were further asked whether they would support the concept of CCTV if a weekly services charge were levied.  The level of charge was set at £5.85 per week.  This reflects the weekly charge to residents in the precinct area benefiting from CCTV systems and manned guards.  Only 29 of those consulted (37.2%) were willing to make this contribution with many claiming the charge was too high.

The issue of the Patricroft CCTV Scheme was discussed by the CCTV Working Group at it’s meeting of July 26 2001.  The problem of securing resident support was raised.

During the meeting, clarification was obtained on the charges levied for CCTV elsewhere in the City.  It appears that the weekly charge of £5.85 reflects the subsidised cost of providing guards and monitoring on a 24 hour a day basis.  No charge is levied for maintenance.  Presently, this is fully subsidised  from HRA.

The Patricroft scheme would be linked to the monitoring station at Eccles Town Centre.  The costs associated with the monitoring of the cameras are met in full by Corporate Services Directorate.  Consequently, there will be no additional charge required to monitor the additional cameras at Patricroft.  However, in order to ensure fairness, it is possible to levy a charge to residents to cover 24 hour maintenance of cameras etc on the proposed Patricroft scheme.  This charge would be £1.50 per household per week.

There is concern at the varying level of charges applied for security works within the City.  However, it is possible to justify the reduced charge for Patricroft residents due to the corporate subsidisation of monitoring costs for the monitoring station at Eccles Town Centre.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The CCTV Working Group are keen to progress CCTV schemes funded by the Home Office before the funding is lost.  They are keen that Housing Services Directorate progress this project as quickly as possible.  It is not considered feasible or equitable to provide a system free of charge by fully subsidising maintenance costs from the HRA.  However, it is considered possible that a reduced charge of £1.50 per household per week may obtain resident support.   Consultation with residents on the basis of the reduced charge could be undertaken during week commencing August 6 2001 in order to gauge support.  The physical works have been designed and could be implemented swiftly if necessary and if resident support can be secured.  

