PUBLIC INTEREST TEST – CHECKLIST

Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972

	Name of Report: The Salford City Council (40 Boardman Street, Eccles) Compulsory Purchase Order 2010   


	Committee: Lead Member for Housing  

Date: 11th November, 2009

	Category of exemption applied:   


Public Interest Test Questionnaire
This is not a definitive list. However, it does provide a series of questions that you should ask yourself when recommending confidentiality.

	FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT DISCLOSING INFORMATION

	Will disclosure help people to understand and participate in public debate about current issues?
	

	Will disclosure help people to understand why the Council has taken certain decisions? 
	

	Will disclosure give the public information about the personal probity (or otherwise) of elected members or council staff?
	

	Will disclosure encourage greater competition and better value for money for council taxpayers? 
	

	Will disclosure allow individuals and companies to understand decisions made by the Council that have affected their lives? 
	

	Is the information about factors that affect public health and public safety? (NB you should be careful if considering the release of information which might adversely affect public health and safety)  
	

	Will disclosure reveal incompetent, illegal or unethical decision-making or examples of malpractice?
	

	Will disclosure reveal that such maladministration has not in fact occurred?
	


	FACTORS WHICH SUPPORT WITHHOLDING INFORMATION

	Will disclosure damage the Council’s interests without giving the public any useful information?
	

	Will disclosure damage another organisation or person’s interests, without giving the public any useful information? 
	√

	Will disclosure give an unfair, prejudicial or inaccurate view of a situation?
	

	Will disclosure prevent the effective delivery of services without giving the public useful information? 
	


	Will disclosure put the health and safety of any group or individuals at risk? 
	

	Is there a clear and coherent reason why the community in general would benefit more from information being withheld?  
	


	Justification of decision

(Please provide explicit reasoning)

	Before a compulsory purchase order takes place the Council will attempt to enter into negotiations to purchase the property by agreement. This will be a private transaction and disclosure could damage the negotiations without giving the public any useful information.   


Other documents attached? No

Name and Title: Danuta Krupa Sullivan, Housing Market Support Officer

Date: 11th November, 2009 

PRESS RELEASE FOR 40 BOARDMAN STREET, ECCLES, COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER

Contact details: Chris Gleave 0161-793-3993

Salford City Council continues to work to bring empty homes back into use.

The Sustainable Regeneration Directorate has begun the legal process to allow the City Council to compulsorily purchase the property 40 Boardman Street, Eccles. The property has been empty for eight years. 
The Empty Property Team has tried over a significant period to work with the owner of the property and support him in bringing the property back to an acceptable standard and reoccupation without success. 

The Council now intends to acquire the property so that it can be fully renovated and brought back into use to provide a home for a family. 

The Sustainable Regeneration Directorate has a dedicated and active team dealing with properties in disrepair throughout the City. The team work with owners and landlords to support them in bringing empty properties back into use where possible. However, where an owner will not deal with their property responsibly, the team will take appropriate and robust enforcement action. This can, as in this case, include the use of compulsory purchase powers.

Cllr Peter Conner, Lead Member for Housing said “We are doing all we can to assist property owners into bringing long term empty properties back into use, using both incentives and enforcement. The action shows that we are willing to take all available steps to pursue this aim”.

Residents who are concerned about an empty property can call 0161-793-3993              







