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	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF HOUSING SERVICES (STRATEGY AND REGENERATION)

To

THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING 

on 4th November 2004


TITLE:
The Salford Solar Electricity Plan


RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The Head of Housing Services is authorised to undertake the Salford Solar Electricity Plan in partnership with the DTI’s Major Photo Voltaic Demonstration Programme.

2. A sum of £14,000 is made available for the Salford Solar Electricity Plan from the Housing Capital Programme.
3. Solarcentury be appointed to carry out solar PV installations under the Salford Solar Electricity Plan.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

To seek delegated approval for the Head of Housing to undertake the Salford Solar Electricity Plan in partnership with the Department of Trade and Industry’s Major Photo Voltaic Demonstration Programme and Solarcentury Ltd.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:  The City of Salford Energy Conservation Act Strategy 1996 - 2005

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Housing Capital Programme 

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Not applicable


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Yes from Nigel Dickens (Principal Group Accountant)


CONTACT OFFICERS:

Les Laws 

Tel 0161 603 4256
e-mail leslie.laws@salford.gov.uk

WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):
All


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Housing / Environmental/ Home Energy Conservation Act


DETAILS :

	1.0
	 Purpose of Report

	
	

	1.1
	To seek delegated approval for the Director of Housing Services to continue the Salford Solar Electricity Plan in partnership with the Department of Trade and Industry’s Major Photo Voltaic (PV) Demonstration Programme and Solarcentury.

	
	

	2.0
	Financial Implications

	
	

	2.1
	The scheme will require £14,000 from the Housing Capital Programme. This will lever in additional resources of £20,000 from the DTI’s Major PV Programme and £6,000 from private funding.

	
	

	3.0
	Background

	
	

	3.1
	Under the Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA), the Council is required to publish a strategy, identifying measures, which will result in a 30% energy efficiency improvement in homes in the City over the next 10-15 years.  The Council is also required to monitor progress and report this to the Secretary of State for Environment, Transport and the Regions on an annual basis. 

	
	

	3.2
	The DTI launched a £20 million Major PV Demonstration programme on 26 March 2002.  The programme provides substantial grants to encourage the take-up of solar electricity in domestic and other buildings with the aim of securing a market platform for solar PV and reduce future installation costs.

	
	

	3.3
	A solar PV cell is a device that converts light into electricity.  It is no longer very new technology, having been used in spacecraft and satellites since the late 1950’s and is now commonly used in calculators and for outdoor applications such as parking meters and pay and display machines.  Systems are now available to generate power that can be used in the home to supplement that obtained from the national grid.

	
	

	3.4
	Marketing and publicity for the programme has been carried out through the Life IN Salford magazine and the Salford Advertiser.  This has generated 80 enquiries mainly from owner-occupied households. It is proposed to repeat the marketing exercise during autumn 2004. 

	
	

	3.5
	The main impediment to participating in the programme, as identified by enquirers, is the cost of individual contribution.

	
	

	3.6
	This scheme is featured in the Council’s current bid for Beacon Status for the theme of Renewable Energy.  The result of this application will be known in October/November 2004.

	
	

	4
	The Salford Solar Electricity Plan

	
	

	4.1
	The plan aims to promote solar PV installations in the City by facilitating a further five demonstration installations, two in the Council’s Housing stock and three in the privately owned housing sector.  The cost of installing a solar PV system in a domestic property is approximately £8,000.

	
	

	4.2
	Solarcentury, the UK’s leading provider of solar PV, will be appointed to carry out the installations.  Solarcentury is an accredited installer for the DTI’s Major PV Demonstration Programme.  Solarcentury will also advice on roof suitability for solar PV on the basis of location, orientation, inclination, surface area and planning requirements.

	
	

	4.3
	Three owners of privately owned residential properties would be offered additional grants of £2,000 each towards the cost of installing a solar PV system.  Each will need to privately fund the difference between the cost of the installation and the total grant available.  The criteria for choosing the three will be technical viability of a solar PV installation and willingness to demonstrate the completed installation to others and participate in further publicity activities.

	
	

	4.4
	Two Council owned properties would also have solar PV installations.  The criteria for choosing the two will be technical viability of a solar PV installation, willingness to demonstrate the completed installation to others and to participate in further publicity activities, and, households at risk of fuel poverty.

	
	

	4.5
	A breakdown of the costs are as follows:


	
	Total Cost
	DTI Grant
	Contribution
	Salford Plan

	
	
	
	
	

	2 Council
	£16,000
	£8,000
	Nil
	£8,000

	3 Private
	£24,000
	£12,000
	£6,000
	£6,000

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	£40,000
	£20,000
	£6,000
	£14,000


	4.6
	The total resource that is required from the Housing Capital Programme is £14,000.

	
	


	5
	Recommendations

	
	

	5.1
	The Head of Housing is authorised to undertake the Salford Solar Electricity Plan in partnership with the DTI’s Major Photo Voltaic Demonstration Programme.

	
	

	5.2
	A sum of £14,000 is made available for the Salford Solar Electricity Plan from the Housing Capital Programme.

	
	

	5.3
	Solarcentury is appointed to carry out solar PV installations under the Salford Solar Electricity Plan.

	
	

	
	Bob Osborne

Head of Housing



