Part 1

(OPEN TO THE PUBLIC)
ITEM NO.


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES


TO Lead Member for Development Services  3rd February 2003

                     Lead Member for Environmental Services 3rd February 2003

                     Lead Member for Housing 7th February 2003 


TITLE: Slackbrook Country Park - Security Measures and Improvements to City Walk.


RECOMMENDATIONS: To seek approval to tenders being sought for a package of security measures and improvements to City Walks and delegated authority to accept the lowest or most acceptable tender for the works.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Unauthorised access by motorcyclists and joy riders to this area creates significant problems for local people and other users of the area. This report details a package of physical improvements to deter unauthorised access to the Slackbrook area and some minor improvements to City Walks.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Non.


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low. NWDA and private sector funding contributions to be confirmed

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: NWDA and private sector for the capital works and the private sector and SCC (Development Services) for revenue based maintenance.

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: Non obtained.


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED: No significant financial implications. Revenue costs can be met from existing budgets.

CONTACT OFFICER: 
Mike Arnold Project Planner extn 3646


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Pendlebury
 

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Not applicable.

DETAILS

1.0
Recommendations


Lead Member for Development Services

1.1
To approve the proposals.

1.2
To approve that the Director of Development Services be authorised to invite tenders for the works.

Lead Member for Environmental Services

1.3
To approve the proposals.

1.4
To approve that the Director of Development Services be authorised to invite tenders for the works.

1.5
To approve that authority be delegated to the Lead Member for Development Services to accept the lowest or most acceptable tender for the works. 

Lead Member for Housing Services




1.6
To approve the proposals.

1.7
To approve that the Director of Development Services be authorised to invite tenders for the works.

1.8
To approve that authority be delegated to the Lead Member for Development Services to accept the lowest or most acceptable tender for the works. 

2.0 Background

2.1
The problem of unauthorised access by motorcyclists and joy riders has been the subject of several Lead Member reports, the last being on the 14th October 2002. 

2.2
This report details a package of physical improvements to deter unauthorised access to the Slackbrook area and some minor improvements to City Walks.

2.3
Approximately five years ago, in response to an increasing problem of unauthorised motorcycle access, fencing was erected along Rake Lane and Lumns Lane to deter access. This fencing addressed access along the most vulnerable boundary and the use of the site by unauthorised motorcycles and cars was significantly reduced.

2.4
Over the last few years however, alternative access points to the site have become increasingly well known and once again significant problems have arisen for local residents and legitimate users of the public areas.

2.5
These proposal seek to deter access at the most vulnerable points; and, in coordination with other measures such as increased policing, deliver improvements for local residents and users of the area.

2.6
A plan is attached which illustrates the locations of:-

1.
The most concentrated motorcycle activity, although it is recognised that activity occurs across the site following a series of well marked tracks;

2.
Previously installed security fencing; and

3.
Proposed security fencing.

2.7
It is difficult to assess the extent of improvement that will be delivered by these works or the timescales over which it might be effective. The fencing implemented along Lumns Lane, which forms the basis of the specification for most of the security fencing in the proposed package, will deter most motorcyclists; however, the most determined have been observed to lift motorcycles over the existing Lumns Lane security fences. Adjacent to the residential areas where round bar fencing has been previously used and is proposed in this package of works, access can, with considerable difficulty, be achieved by motorcyclists through the pedestrian access points.

2.8
It would be very difficult and expensive to fence off the whole site and security improvements are not planned to prevent motorcycle access from Bolton road via North Dean Street and Nelson Fold, Queensway, Silverdale or Clifton Green. In the future, as alternative access points are located, the use of the site by motorcyclists may increase to a level, where once again it is a problem. If this situation arises, further packages of improvements may need to be considered.

2.9
The proposed package of works seek to prevent access from those points which are currently most vulnerable.

3.0 Proposals

3.1
To deter motorcycle and unauthorised vehicle access the proposals are as detailed below. Where appropriate, the proposed security fencing is designed with the inclusion of controlled access points to enable existing pedestrian access to be maintained. The proposals are located on land in a variety of ownerships which is detailed at the end of each proposal.

1. Along the service road to GMWDA Household Waste Site and Biffa site. To install a 1500mm high steel security fence as per the Lumns Lane fence detail. (Land ownership:- GMWDA)

2. From Agecroft Road. To install on the footpath, which accesses the site, two gate arrangements across the steepest part of slope. A short length of fencing along the boundary of the site with the British Rail land is included to deter access via the British Rail land. A copy of the proposals has been issued to British Rail for consultation. (Land ownership:- BIFFA)

3. Improvements to the gate and boulders on The Green adjacent to Clifton Youth Centre. (Land ownership:- Environmental Services)

4. Pendleway (off Bolton Road). To install a roundbar fence and gates. (Land ownership:- Environmental Services)

5. Vale Avenue (off Bolton Road). To install a roundbar fence and gates around the turning head. (Land ownership:- Environmental Services/Housing Services)

6. Carrington Street (off Bolton Road). To repair the existing concrete post and panel fence. (Land ownership:- Environmental Services)

In addition to the security works, minor improvements to City Walk are proposed which include:-

7. Removing redundant fences and areas of debris and rubbish, cutting back vegetation to improve visibility/security for pedestrians, top soiling and grass seeding where required. (Land ownership:- GMWDA/Development Services)

Groundwork have been working with the local communities and consideration has been given to undertaking some community based artworks projects. The proposals therefore also include a base and limited planting as a location for any artwork produced. It is propose to locate the artwork base in Silverdale.

8. One artwork/sculpture location. (Land ownership:- Environmental Services)

A signboard will also be located on site detailing the works and the contributing partners. Subject to the agreement of the other partners, it is proposed to locate the sign on the Lumns Lane frontage adjacent to the GMWDA Household Waste Site entrance.

9. Signboard. (Land ownership:- GMWDA)

4.0 Funding

4.1
Including fees and a twelve months defects liability/maintenance period, the costs of the works is estimated at £53,000. An Initial Application Form has been submitted to and approved by the NWDA. Before any contract for the works can be let, approval to a Detailed Application Form will be required from the NWDA.

4.2
Some of the proposed works lie on land in the ownership of GMWDA and Biffa. GMWDA have agreed to contribute £8000 towards the costs of security fencing on their land. A contribution of £3000 has been sought from Biffa towards the costs of security fencing on their land but is yet to be confirmed.

4.3
The NWDA will only contribute towards the costs of the work if the landowners of the land adjacent to City Walks where improvements to the planted and grassed area are proposed agree to maintain the improvements in perpetuity. The owners of this land are SCC and GMWDA.

4.4
The annual maintenance costs for the land in SCC ownership are estimated at £200-00 per annum and the costs will be met from Development Services existing budgets.

4.5
The annual maintenance costs for the land in GMWDA ownership are estimated at £300-00 per annum and a response is awaited from GMWDA confirming that they will commit to this level of expenditure. 

5.0 Planning Permission

5.1
Planning permission is not required for any of the works.

6.0
Approval from the NWDA

6.1
It is proposed to submit a Detailed Application Form to the NWDA upon receipt of tenders for the works. A contract for the works will not be awarded until funding for the works is confirmed by the NWDA.

7.0
Programme
Out to Tender 






- 3rd March 2003

Tender Return






- 28th March 2003

Contract Awarded





- April 2003

Start on Site






- June 2003

Practical Completion





- July 2003

Completion of Defects Liability/Maintenance Period.
- July 2004

8.0 
Conclusion

8.1 The proposed security works will deter access by motorcyclists and joy riders 

to the benefit of local people and other users of the area.

Malcolm Sykes

Director of Development Services

