SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I (insert name)

Harry Seaton

(insert title)

Director of Housing Services

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 1 of Section J of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Hunt being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby approve  

The demolition of The Mariners Public House on Liverpool Street, Salford 6  

The reasons are  

To facilitate Urban Renewal in the Seedley & Langworthy area.

The source of funding is  SRB 5 and HIP Private Sector in 2000/1 & 2001/2

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Seedley and Langworthy Delivery Plan

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer Mark Glynn.

Tel. No. 0161-742-7486

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

1. Purpose of Report

For the Lead Member to consider the future of the Mariners Pub

2. Location and context

The Bethany Worship Centre is located on Liverpool Street next to the former Mariner PH. Both buildings are just outside the Seedley & Langworthy renewal area. The Partnership purchased the Mariner in March 2001, at a cost of £34000 (£32500 OMV plus £1500 fees) with funds made available from the NWDA. A condition of the grant from the NWDA is that the building be demolished by June 2001.

The Partnership acquired the Mariner site because of its strategic importance. It forms a gateway into both the Seedley and Langworthy area and the proposed commercial site in the Langworthy south-east area. It also adjoins the Athole Street council housing estate.The development of the commercial site is a long-term proposal within the SRB5 programme following clearance of housing. 

The Partnership acquired the property to stop this important gateway in the short term falling into serious disrepair and causing difficulties for the Partnership, and in the long term restricting our redevelopment opportunities around the potential commercial site of Langworthy South East.

Therefore the intention is that the pub building is demolished and the site temporarily treated. We are currently exploring the opportunity of combining the temporary treatment with some form of signage to market the area. 

3. Bethany’s interest in the Mariner site

During March 2001 representatives from the Worship Centre contacted the Partnership to confirm their own interest in purchasing the building as an extension to their church activities. The existing centre is inadequate for their purpose. It is poorly laid out and expensive to heat. The layout limits the number of Church services and related activities they are able to provide for their congregation and other groups. 

The Worship Centre offers a range of traditional Church related services and pastoral support. They also manage a charity working mostly in Africa and provide accommodation to visiting ministers and missionaries. The Centre’s facilities include a church area, sports hall, Sunday School rooms and a meeting room.

Bethany relocated to the hall four years ago from Swinton. The Church congregation is predominantly distant and travels in from Walkden, Little Hulton, Altrincham and Sale. Generally local attendance by older people and pensioners to luncheon clubs and other clubs is poor. Pensioners from the above areas are brought in via a ring and ride service offered by the Centre. Bethany has indicated that there is more local attendance from younger people.

4. Bethany’s options

Bethany has confirmed that in order to provide a more responsive and supportive service they have considered two options: -

Expansion on site to the Mariner. 

Relocation to larger premises

The existing Centre does not have any capacity for an extension to the existing building. Bethany’s congregation has pledged financial support to enable them to purchase the Mariner or invest in a new location within Salford.

5. Issues to consider

A decision on the way forward needs to be based on an evaluation of the needs of the Centre and the regeneration needs of the Seedley and Langworthy community. We will need NWDA approval to dispose of the site.

Bethany Worship Centre could reasonably relocate and re-establish themselves on an improved site with minimal impact to the congregation and the Centre’s core activities.

The significance of the site within Seedley and Langworthy is not transferable. The strategic importance of the site as a gateway to the area and access to the proposed commercial site is fundamental to the site’s re-development. The consultants who prepared the masterplan advised us that the value of our development sites and the interest from potential developers would be enhanced by the site having a visible frontage and good access.

The NWDA have confirmed that we would need their approval to the disposal of the site. As we have only very recently justified the acquisition of this site within the context of our aspirations for the area the NWDA may not view our change of mind very kindly. This may raise uncertainty about the credibility of our future acquisitions.

6. Recommendation

The council proceed as planned with the demolition and temporary treatment of the site.

