REPORT TO THE LEAD MEMBERS

SUBJECT:   RECHARGING OF PRIOR TO PAINT REPLACEMENT AND PAINTING WORKS FOR RIGHT TO BUY PROPERTIES

PURPOSE OF REPORT

To make a decision as to future policy on the way we treat recharging prior to paint and painting work on right to buys.

BACKGROUND

Attached is a report outlining our legal position when a right to buy property falls under programme works.  Further attached is a list of right to buy properties falling into this year’s programme works.

DETAIL

There are three options available in deciding our policy with right to buy properties.

1.
Enforce our legal position of insisting work is carried out but giving 


consideration as to timescale to pay back any costs.

2.
Do not charge for the cost of the works carried out under programme works.

3.
Do not carry out work where there is refusal from owner-occupier.

RECOMMENDATION

Maintain our current policy of enforcing payment on right to buy programme works, but being reasonable in either allowing an owner-occupier to pay off the cost over the cycle periods between repairs (Pre paint repair cycle is currently 10 years) or allowing it as a charge against the property that is held until sold.
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