Report to Lead Member Development Services


4th December 2000
  


      Environmental  Services


6th December 2000
     

      Housing Services


8th December 2000


Joint Report of Directors  of Development Services , Environmental Services and Housing Services. 

Subject: 
Red Rose Forest  Capital Modernisation Fund

- Lower Irwell Valley
1.0
Purpose of Report. 

1.1
 To seek approval of  Lead Members  to enter into formal negotiations for the land in the ownership of the City Council in the Lower Irwell Valley ( as shown on the attached plan) to be transferred to Forest Enterprise as  part of a bid for Capital Modernisation Funding as part of the development of  a strategic community forest initiative in the Lower Irwell Valley.

2.0
Recommendation

That Lead Member of  Development Services, Environmental Services and Housing Services agree in principal to the  transfer of the land in the ownership of the City Council in the Lower Irwell Valley ( see attached plan) to Forest Enterprise , subject to the outcome of land appraisal  by Forest Enterprise and recommendations for suitable long term lease arrangements being acceptable to the City Council     

3.0
Background
3.1
The Forestry Commission has secured £9 million of Capital Modernisation Funding ( CMF )  to be split between 3 community forests. Red Rose Forest is one of  the beneficiaries with up to £3 million to be spent over 2 years. The CMF is to help establish strategic community forest schemes, particularly through tackling problems of brownfield land, creating attractive environments with a healthy and diverse range of active and passive activities. 

3.2
Key criteria for site selection are:

-
large scale sites ( 20 -30 ha)

- 
strong community support and involvement

-
part matching contributions in finance / land value

-
land ownership / long lease by Forest Enterprise

-
clear public benefit in terms of public access and amenity.

3.3
A very direct benefit for the local authority and the Red Rose Forest is that it would draw in resources from Forest Enterprise for the long term management and maintenance of land . It would not however, remove the potential liabilities for dealing with future problems below the surface. The type of problems to be found below the surface are varied and summarised below:

3.4
Robin Hood Sidings ( Environmental Services Committee). A large proportion  is  colliery spoil. Site Investigations undertaken in 1998 have shown tension cracks at the head of the spoil, leachate discharge at the foot of the spoil and the presence of gas. North West Development Agency has programmed remediation measures for 2002/2003. There are also mineshafts that remain the responsibility of the Coal Authority.

3.5
The Carrington Tip Site (Environment and Housing Services and GMWDA). The principle issue here relates to the leachate from the former tip, which is causing pollution in the Slack Brook. The Environment Agency are pressing City Council and GMWDA to find a solution. The role of Reed Beds along the course of the Slack Brook is currently being investigated as a low cost solution.

3.6
Land off Lumns Lane. Including the Tar Ponds ( Development Services).   A major Site Investigation was undertaken prior to the aquisition of this land. The major problem here is the tar deposits which will shortly be remediated using funding from NWDA. There is evidence of minor areas of contamination but not in quantities that require remediation. 

4.0
Lower Irwell Valley - Creation of Slackbrook Country Park
4.1
Members will be aware that there has long been an  intention to establish a major recreational facility in the Lower Irwell Valley ( LIVIA) and in particular establish a country park at Slackbrook. The springboard for this is the cleaning up of the Tar Pond in the New Year with funding from the North West Development Agency There are also opportunities through the recent Biffa Landfill Tax Award to develop a range of community based activities and facilities in the area in the coming three years.   The Lower Irwell Valley therefore seems to fit the criteria for Capital Modernisation Funding. 

4.2
The prospect of additional Capital Modernisation Funding would be a boost for the delivery of this part of the  Community Forest in the Lower Irwell Valley where there are large scale opportunities to achieve a balance between planting and open land with recreational benefits to help achieve the Slackbrook Country Park. 

4.3
For  the local authority as a landowner, the Capital Modernisation Funding means  that potentially all the costs for land management and maintenance would be borne by the Forestry  Commission in perpetuity.

4.4
There are a number of other landowners involved in this area. These are Biffa Waste Services, Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority , Inergy ( formerly National Power) and North West Water. They too will be seeking appropriate ownership and management  arrangements with Forestry Commission.

5.0
Way Forward
5.1
The Forestry Commission  has  visited the Lower Irwell Valley and had discussions with all the landowning interests.all of whom have  expressed initial interest. 

5.2
Forest Enterprise are keen to include the Lower Irwell Valley in the portfolio of sites for Capital Modernisation Funding . In order to do this and to take the bid forward, all the relevant landowners are requested  to  agree in principal to commit their holdings to the project. This would allow the Land Regeneration Unit of  the Forestry  Comission to undertake a land appraisal to assess the future liabilities at  and below the surface. This appraisal will influence the negotiations for suitable land tenure or purchase arrangements.

5.3
Once the land appraisal has taken place with each of the landowners, negotiations will take place with officers to determine  the purchase arrangements and form of lease. In the case of the City Council land, the matter would be reported back to Lead Members at the earliest opportunity.

5.4 
Forestry  Commisson have forwarded a Standard Surface Lease for information. Officers have had a preliminary look at its contents. At this stage its contents  do not raise any alarm bells 

should this be the form of ownership arrangement that was to be recommended, following land appraisal.

6.0
Conclusion    

6.1
In order to access the Capital Modernisation Fund for the Lower Irwell Valley, the Council must formally commit its landholding to an external appraisal for assessment of future costs and liabilities. This will allow Forestry Commission to recommend  the possible future financial and   land holding arrangements. This could provide long term benefits in the practical and financial management and maintenance of the  land in council ownership. 

