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REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING



TO THE .LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING


ON 11TH MARCH 2004


TITLE : Empty Property Strategy

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

1. The Empty Property Strategy is approved as the new approach for Salford.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

The new revised Empty Property Strategy is a cross tenure document aimed at reducing the City’s Empty Homes.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :

The Housing Strategy 2002-2005

Previous Empty Property Strategy Document 1998

Understanding Change Document (Pending Winter 2004)

Understanding Housing Markets Documents( Pending  Winter 2004)

Housing Market Renewal Prospectus  Manchester/Salford Pathfinder Partnership

Supporting People Programme

Homelessness Strategy

Private Sector Housing Strategy July 2003


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:      Low

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS: Not Applicable 

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED: No 

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED; No

CONTACT OFFICER :.J. Cavanagh, Programme Manager (Market Renewal)




       Tel: 0161 925 1392




       Email: Joanne.cavanagh@salford.gov.uk



     
WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) All.


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES.

Housing Renewal Policy – July 2003

Enforcement Policy (Pending March 2004)

Homelessness Policy

Supporting People Policy


DETAILS 

1.0 Purpose of the Report

1.1
To approve the adoption of the new Empty Property Strategy for Salford.

2.0 Background

2.1. The existing strategy was produced in 1998 and currently focuses on one sector for dealing with empty properties in Salford and now needs to be updated to reflect the changes in neighbourhood renewal and regeneration such as the pending housing market renewal initiative to deliver a new range of intervention tools to support bringing empty properties back into use and to support future homeownership and home improvement initiatives.

The Strategy has four functions

· To review the existing strategy currently used by the Council for dealing with the problem of empty properties in Salford.

· To ensure the new strategy is cross tenure and includes all other sectors such as Registered Social Landlords, Public Sector – New Prospect Housing Limited, Private Sector and the voluntary sector

· To identify a new approach to reducing the number of empty properties in Salford.

· To be a supporting Strategy and other relevant strategies and programmes

3.3
The new strategy is to be launched on the 23rd of March 2004 at Buile Hill Park conference centre and endorsed by all partners subject to approval by Lead Member.

4.0
Financial Implications


NONE

5.0       Consultation

5.1    As part of the review process, the Council launched an Empty Property Strategy Working Group in October 2003 to assist in the development of the new Strategy. The working group is made up of key partners form all sectors that are vital in terms of taking positive action to reduce the number of empty properties in Salford. Appendix A of the Strategy document includes the full list of partners involved.

6.0 Conclusions

6.1 Approval of the Empty Property Strategy will enable a new cross tenure approach to dealing with the Cities Empty Property problems and assist with sustaining neighbourhoods and providing a valuable housing resource within the City.

6.2 I am satisfied that the new approach contained within the strategy  will assist in improving the neighbourhoods    and contribute to the overall housing and regeneration programmes currently operating within the City and improve organisational performance relating to empty properties.

Bob Osborne

Head Of Housing
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