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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING SERVICES



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES

ON

14th August 2003


TITLE : AMERSHAM CCTV SCHEME


RECOMMENDATIONS : To provide 3 CCTV cameras on Amersham Street in order to reduce the numbers of burglaries, other crimes, vandalism and the fear of crime. Funding will be provided by the Burglary Reduction allocation for 2003/4 and it is recommended that the scheme be implemented immediately.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : The scheme consists of 3 CCTV cameras, which will be situated on advice of Greater Manchester Police's Crime Reduction Advisor. The CCTV will provide coverage to the fronts of Wingrave House, Quainton House, Iver House and Linslade House, Wendover House, Summerton House protecting a total of 66 properties. In addition to this the camers will also cover both entrances to the Amersham Street site. 


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : None

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK -  Medium - Consultation has not yet taken place but all residents will be notified of the scheme prior to installation.

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS from the Capital Public funding. The BRI have identified a small under spend which would cover the costs of this scheme. 

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED - None - Due to restrictive time scales it is not viable to tender for the scheme

The costings mentioned above were requested from a CCTV supplier that had already won the tender of an existing Charlestown/Lower kersal CCTV project and they would be provided as extension of this scheme. The costs therefore, reflect the amounts given in this original tender.

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED - None, the funding is part of the burglary reduction allocation

	


CONTACT OFFICER : 

Victoria Ryan - 0161 925 1059


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) - Langworthy


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES - Crime and Disorder Strategy and Housing Strategy


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.1
The Seedley and Langworthy area was identified in May last year as a persistent hotspot for burglaries using crime pattern analysis. Further hotspot information identified the following flats surrounding Amersham Street as having an extremely high burglary rate. 

Bourne House

Marston House

Iver House

Linslade House
Missenden House

Marlow House

Wingrave House
Quainton House

Winton House

Sumerton House
Wendover House

Clinton House

Chesham House
Chalfont House

Halton House

Padbury House
Marston House

Dinton House

1.2 In addition to this there are also high levels of other crime in this area and it is thought by GMP that a substantial amount goes unreported.

1.3 It should be noted that this area will be under going a stock appraisal in the near future.

1.4 Greater Manchester Police's Crime Reduction Advisor did an assessment of the area, taking into consideration the imminent stock option review of the site. They recommended that the most suitable course of action would be to introduce a CCTV scheme accompanied by repair works carried out by NPHL. 

1.5 The total cost for this scheme would be £55,229.52 in total and this would include 3 CCTV cameras, which will provide coverage to the fronts of 6 of the blocks and the main entrances into the site. These cameras will be connected to Sycamore Court where they will be monitored. In addition to this NPHL will be sealing up the rear entrances of these blocks and repairing the door entry systems.

1.6 68% of this total cost is equipment that can be reused in the future. The approximate cost of taking down this equipment would only amount to a few hundred pounds. 

1.7 In the last 3 months alone the burglary rate, per thousand dwellings, on the properties included in this scheme has been in excess of ten times the average for Salford. Despite the stock options review there is still a need to provide additional support and measures to the community.
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