
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I Harry Seaton Director of Housing Services in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 1 of Section J of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Burgoyne being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby authorise  

Allocation of Local Authority Social Housing Grant to the value of £30,000 in respect of conversion works to Salford Foyer by North British Housing Association.

The reasons are  

· Support to the reduction in voids in RSL stock

· Improved facilities for young single homeless people

The source of funding is  2001/2 Housing Capital Programme – Private Sector

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Letter of application from North British Housing Association

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer Bob Osborne

 
Tel. No. 925-1202

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

REPORT TO :  LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING) AND DEPUTY LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING)

FOR DECISION

SUBJECT :  
CONVERSION  WORK TO SALFORD FOYER BY NORTH BRITISH  HOUSING - CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS COSTS

DATE  :  12/4/01

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To seek approval for the making of a contribution of £30,000 in the form of Local Authority Social Housing Grant (LASHG) to North British Housing (NBH) in respect of conversion works recently carried out to the Salford Foyer.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That approval be given to the making of a £30,000 contribution in the form of LASHG to NBH in respect of conversion works to Salford Foyer.

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1 The Foyer was developed by NBH to provide 50 one person self contained units for young people. However, since the development was complete, difficulties have been experienced in achieving full occupation of the accommodation. This has been strongly linked with the fact that there is a lack of 'mix' of accommodation.

3.2 In order to attempt to improve the popularity of the accommodation, NBH submitted to the city council proposals to convert the accommodation to form 4 x one bed self contained flats,  2 x two bedroom shared flats and 36 self contained flats. Their research has indicated that this mix of accommodation will improve demand for the property and thus increase rental income. The submission was made in June 2000 and identified total conversion costs in the order of £82,489 and a contribution of LASHG in the sum of £30,000.

3.3 Due to the re-structure that occurred within the Housing Services Strategy Division during June and July 2000, the outline proposals were not acted upont and NBH subsequently carried out the conversion utilising their own funds, believing that consideration of the contribution by the city council was pending. However, it was not until February 2001 that further contact was made and the loss of the original documentation came to light. NBH now wish to pursue the grant application originally proposed in June 2000.

3.4 NBH feel that a contribution is warranted on the basis that the City Council were very keen to progress the development of the Foyer despite the commercial risks it presented to NBH. At that time, the City Council concluded it was not in their best interests to share the risk with NBH. Consequently, they feel that it is appropriate that a contribution be forthcoming to fund conversions aimed at increasing the popularity of the Foyer.

4.0 SCHEME DETAIL

4.1 As briefly described above, the conversion will provide a mix of one and two bedroom accommodation ,together with 36 studio units such as those that previously existed. NBH feel that this 'mix' will assist to make the  accommodation more popular and thus help to cover revenue costs associated with the foyer scheme.

5.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

5.1 NBH are seeking a financial contribution from the City Council in the form of LASHG to the sum of £30,000. There is adequate provision to meet this cost from the new start element of the 2001/02 housing capital programme.

6.0 CONCLUSION

6.1 The proposed contribution will assist to make accommodation at Salford Foyer more popular. The City Council was keen to see the development of the foyer and this relatively small contribution will assist in ensuring the continued operation of the facility for the foreseeable future.
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