
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I Harry Seaton Director of Housing Services in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 6(f)  of Section F of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Burgoyne being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby authorise  

1. That policy in relation Home Repairs Assistance Grant's (HRAG) be amended to allow only one such application to be dealt with at a time in relation any one property. That checks on previous assistance received when processing all HRAG applications and that this information is taken in to account by the Assistant Director of Housing (Strategy) when considering the approval of such grants.

2. That no further grant application forms are issued until all relevant changes have been incorporated. Any forms sent out before 2-4-2001 will be dealt with normally on their return.

3. That the Private Sector Programme Co-ordinator prepares a schedule of all private sector Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG) payments made April 2001 and, subject to the advice of the group accountant, the value of such payments be claimed against the Specified Capital Grant for 2000/2001.

4. In light of the small number of such forms that are required, that an appropriate stock be purchased directly for a suitable supplier.

5. That the progress of the scheme be carefully monitored and that the Private Sector Programme Co-ordinator liaises closely with Trading Standards colleagues as the scheme is rolled out to ensure the establishment of appropriate linkages with the Council’s existing Listed  Contractors Scheme and the work of the Home Improvement Agency.

6. That the potential contribution that the imposition of grant conditions relating to energy efficiency measures to the City Council’s HECA action plan be the subject of a full report at a later date.

7. That the manager of the Joint Adaptations Team be asked to review the implications of the imposition of additional grant conditions regarding the recovery of portable buildings may have on the work of her team and that the findings of this review be the subject of a further report to members.
The reasons are  

To respond to changes brought about by recent Government Circulars

The source of funding is  2000/1 and 2001/2 Housing Capital Programme and Housing General Fund

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Government Circular DETR 05/2001

Signed
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Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
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Contact Officer............................................
Tel. No. .............................................

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

Report to the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Housing Services

Report of the Director of Housing Services

Subject:   Various amendments to the regulations and guidance governing the administration of grants under the Housing Acts

Date of Meeting
12 April 2001

Purpose of Report. 

To inform the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing of the introduction by the Government of a number of changes to the regulations and guidance pertaining to different types of grants under the Housing Acts, to outline the potential impacts of these changes. 

To seek the support of the Lead and Deputy Lead Members for Housing for the recommendations of officers as to how to respond to these changes.

Financial Implications

All grants under the Housing Act are funded from the Housing Capital Programme and are targeted in line with the Housing Strategy and the integrated Housing Investment Programme.

The changes detailed below will have minimal impact on capital costs associated with the delivery of the programme. However, the impacts of the changes on the revenue costs associated with administering the programme are potentially significant and will need to be subject to careful monitoring. 

If appropriate further reports on these costs will be submitted for consideration by members.

Background

From time to time the Government makes issues Statutory Instruments altering the regulations which govern the approval and payment of various types of grants under the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996, the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 and the Housing Act 1985 (as amended).

A number of such Statutory Instruments have recently been received which have effect as of 2nd April 2001.

Details

1. Changes to the regulations covering Home Repair Assistance Grants (HRAG’s) – The limit on the value of grant that can be approved per application has been raised form £2,000 to £5,000 and limit to the value of HRAG's that can be given in a 3 year period revoked entirely. The effect of these is that there is now no practical limit within the regulations as to how many HRAG's can be approved in each case or their combined value. 

2. Minor changes to the test of resources for Renovation Grants – These changes have been made mainly to reflect changes in the tax and benefits system following the Budget. The computer software used to carry out the test of resources has already been updated as part of the maintenance agreement with the provider and no further action is required.

3. Changes to the Renovation Grants application form – The content and layout of these forms are prescribed by regulations and the City Council must ensure that all forms it uses are fully compliant with the regulations at all times. The Private Sector Programme Co-ordinator has been instructed to ensure that all documentation is updated accordingly as quickly as possible.

4. Additional guidance has been issued to clarify for claiming Specified Capital Grant (SCG) in relation to Disabled Facilities Grants (DFG). – The group accountant for housing has reviewed the guidance and advises that the main impact is to allow the City Council to claim for the value of physical works undertaken in relation to DFG's in the last financial year against the SCG for that year, regardless of whether the grant was actual paid in that year.

5. Changes to the Relocation Grant application form – As with the Renovation Grant application form, the content and layout of these forms are governed by regulation. As the manager of the section most likely to make use of these forms in the foreseeable future the Living Environment Co-ordinator for Seedley and Langworthy has been asked to deal with this matter. 

6. The Quality Mark scheme for Builders is an initiative that has come out of the Government’s recent report “Combating Cowboy Builders”.  Additional guidance has been issued recommending that "Where the Quality Mark is established" local authorities should consider requiring applicants to use Quality Marked builders for grant aided work. Currently the Quality Mark scheme is only being piloted in Birmingham and Somerset, pilots will be reviewed and DETR will then look at arrangements for rolling out the scheme nationally

7 Regulations have been issued giving local authorities the ability to apply additional conditions to the approval of Renovation grants. The ability now exists for the City Council to impose conditions on grant applicants limiting rent increases during grant condition period i.e. 5 years, requiring energy efficiency surveys and consequential work and the recovery of portable buildings. The ability to limit rents will be of limit relevance in areas of low demand housing but the changes regarding energy efficiency and portable buildings could be meaningful in Salford. 

Conclusions

I am satisfied that the responses to the above changes recommended below are appropriate and will ensure that the City Council satisfies the obligations placed on it by the Government.  

Recommendations

· That policy in relation HRAG's be amended to allow only one such application to be dealt with at a time in relation any one property. That checks on previous assistance received when processing all HRAG applications and that this information is taken in to account by the Assistant Director of Housing (Strategy) when considering the approval of such grants.

· That no further grant application forms are issued until all relevant changes have been incorporated. Any forms sent out before 2-4-2001 will be dealt with normally on their return.

· That the Private Sector Programme Co-ordinator prepares a schedule of all DFG payments made April 2001 and, subject to the advice of the group accountant, the value of such payments be claimed against the SCG for 2000/2001.

· In light of the small number of such forms that are required, that an appropriate stock be purchased directly for a suitable supplier.

· That the progress of the scheme be carefully monitored and that the Private Sector Programme Co-ordinator liaises closely with Trading Standards colleagues as the scheme is rolled out to ensure the establishment of appropriate linkages with the Council’s existing Listed  Contractors Scheme and the work of the Home Improvement Agency.

· That the potential contribution that the imposition of grant conditions relating to energy efficiency measures to the City Council’s HECA action plan be the subject of a full report at a later date.

· That the manager of the Joint Adaptations Team be asked to review the implications of the imposition of additional grant conditions regarding the recovery of portable buildings may have on the work of her team and that the findings of this review be the subject of a further report to members.

Report prepared by:

E.J. Wooderson

Report reviewed by:

R Osborne
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