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	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF HOUSING SERVICES (STRATEGY AND RENEWAL)



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES

ON 12th AUGUST 2004


TITLE : Eccles and Little Hulton – Street Lighting Upgrade


RECOMMENDATIONS : To approve the upgrading of the street lighting on:

 Bradburn Close, Bradburn Grove, Bradburn Street, Ellesmere Street, Higson Avenue and Charlton Avenue in Eccles. The total cost for these works is £40,000 and will be funded from the Burglary Reduction Allocation for 2004/5.

Carrfield Avenue, Carrfield Grove, Carrfield Close, Cloudstock Grove, Briarhill Avenue to Kenyon Way footpath, Greencourt Drive, Arbour Grove, Owlwood Close through Owlwood Drive to Kenyon Way footpath, Wildbrook Road, Dovecote Lane, Owlwood Close and Owlwood Drive in Little Hulton. The total cost for these works is £64,600.00 and will be funded from the Burglary Reduction Allocation for 2004/5.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : The Burglary Reduction Initiative has four areas within Salford that we will be prioritising over the next 12 months. These areas have been discussed and approved by the Burglary Reduction Steering Group. The aim in these areas is to provide a package of measures that will reduce the numbers of burglaries and maintain this reduction over a long period of time. The first part of this scheme will provide upgraded street lighting to the streets within two of these hotspot areas, Eccles and Little Hulton. 

Members of the Burglary Reduction Steering Group include;

Councillor David Lancaster (Deputy Leader of the Council) - Lead Member for Crime and Disorder Issues.

Vicky Ryan - Principle Officer for Burglary Reduction and Other Community Safety Issues, Housing Services

Frances Frost – Market Support Manager

Gordon Dickson - Mangaer of the Community Safety Unit

Alan Smith - Local Authority Liaison Officer, Community Safety Unit

Paul Thompson - Burglary Reduction and Vehicle Crime Reduction Co-ordinator, Community Safety Unit

Colin Oldfield - Greater Manchester Police Crime Reduction Advisor

Deborah Keelan - Greater Manchester Police Crime Reduction Advisor


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : Home Office Research Study 251 – Effects of improved street lighting on crime: a systematic review.

(Available for public inspection) Yes


ASSESSMENT OF RISK -  Low – Research carried out by the Home Office showed that in 5 separate studies, improving street lighting was effective in reducing crime (On average by 30%).

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS from the Capital Public funding from the Burglary Reduction's funding allocation for the financial year 2004/5. The total cost for this scheme is £104,600.

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED – N/A

	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED - Nigel Dickens

	


CONTACT OFFICER : 

Victoria Ryan - 0161 603 4260


Stuart Collins (Engineering & Highways) – 0161 603 4051


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) – Eccles and Little Hulton


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES - Crime and Disorder Strategy and Housing Strategy


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0 Background

1.1 Salford's Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy aims to cut domestic burglaries by 21% and ensure no area of Salford has a rate of domestic burglary more than three times the national average. In order to achieve this an implementation plan was set up which includes the development of the Burglary Reduction Initiative to include implementing targeted projects in hotspot areas.

1.2 Results from Crime Analysis carried out by the Community Safety Unit have identified 4 main hotspot areas for implementing these targeted projects. Eccles and Little Hulton are two of these areas and together they accounted for 21% of the total number of Burglary Dwellings citywide in 2003. These two areas were also hotspots for the last financial year and as a result some target hardening and street lighting work has already taken place. 

2.0 Proposal

2.1 We propose to continue this work in the two areas upgrading the street lighting and complimenting this with target hardening and fencing where appropriate. Any works carried out in these areas will be carried out in partnership with Greater Manchester Police and following approval from the Burglary Reduction Steering Group. In Little Hulton there are also plans to introduce a monitored house alarm scheme, which these works will also compliment.

2.2 In similar schemes where the Burglary Reduction Initiative have improved street lighting in conjunction with target hardening we have seen reductions of burglary over a 3 month period of 68% and 62%. Research also carried out by the Home Office over a 12 month period concluded that all 5 schemes evaluated were effective in reducing crime. For this reason this report recommends that Lead Member approves the upgrading of street lighting in the two areas.


