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SUMMARY REPORT OF THE HEAD OF HOUSING 


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING SERVICES


ON

14th AUGUST 2003 

TITLE :  WEASTE RENEWAL AREA – NEIGBOURHOOD PLANNING


RECOMMENDATIONS : 
·  

That the Lead Member:

(a)
Notes the results of the Weaste Renewal Area Neighbourhood Planning event of 31 July 2003 outlined in this report.

(b)
Supports the Neighbourhood Planning approach of engagement with residents and other partners in the Weaste Renewal Area and its use in other Renewal Areas.

(c)
Notes the need for co-ordinated action across Council departments and partner agencies to achieve successful outcomes. 


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 

This report presents the results of the Neighbourhood Planning event for the Weaste Renewal Area and sets out the approach for ongoing Neighbourhood Planning.  It also identifies key issues necessary for the successful use of this method of engaging with residents and local stakeholders.
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BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS :
None
(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK :

 Low – Further risk assessment to be undertaken in subsequent report

	


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS :

None arising directly from this report.  

	


LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED :

Not applicable
   
	


FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED :

Not applicable 

	


CONTACT OFFICERS :


Ade Alao 

– 
925 1256


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S) : 

Weaste & Seedley 


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES :


Housing, Community, Neighbourhood Renewal, Crime & Disorder


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0
Introduction

1.1
This report presents the results of the Neighbourhood Planning event for the Weaste Renewal Area and sets out the approach for ongoing Neighbourhood Planning.  It also identifies key issues necessary for the successful use of this method of engaging with residents and local stakeholders.

1.2
The City Council declared the Weaste Renewal Area on 2nd April 2003.  Following this declaration, a number of early intervention projects have been started to signify the beginning of the Renewal Area programme.

1.3
Neighbourhood Planning is now being adopted in the Renewal Area as a means of engaging with residents and other local stakeholders in the development of a vision and identification of local priorities.  The process will culminate in the adoption of an action plan setting out how to achieve the vision and address issues prioritised locally.

2.0
Weaste Renewal Area Neighbourhood Planning Event

2.1
The event was arranged for Thursday 31 July 2003 at the Willows Rugby Club in Weaste.  All residents were given advance notice with a further reminder a few days prior to the event. 

2.2
The event was held as a drop-in session between 2pm and 8pm to enable as many residents as possible to attend.  Several displays were put up showing details of on-going and planned projects with Council Officers in attendance.  A ‘Priorities Board’ was provided for attendees to indicate issues felt to be the major concern in the area.

2.3
All 3 ward Councillors were present at the event.  Representatives from the following Council departments and other agencies were also in attendance:

· Landlord Accreditation

· Enforcement

· Environmental Services

· Community Development

· Planning

· Architectural Design 

· New Prospect Housing Limited

· Irwell Valley Housing Association

· Manchester Methodist Housing Association

· Salford Reds Rugby Club

· Green Streets 

· Greater Manchester Police

2.4
Over 100 local residents attended the event with 81 signing the attendance register.  43 feedback forms were completed with over 70% of respondents rating the venue, information provided, officer assistance and the ‘Priorities Board’ as either very good or good.

2.5
28 residents volunteered to participate in a Neighbourhood Planning Forum that will be responsible for developing an action plan for the Renewal Area. 

3.0 Priorities Identified

3.1
72 separate issues were raised on the ‘Priorities Board’.  These can be categorised into Housing, Environmental, Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour and Young People & Community.

3.2
In terms of Housing, residents were generally keen to see more housing improvements and there was overwhelming approval for the Council’s proposals for the block improvements on Kennedy Road.  Other comments ranged from the need to attract more owner-occupiers and to tackle unscrupulous private landlords.  There was also particular emphasis on the need for the Council to take enforcement action in respect of a number of problematic empty properties in the area and to proactively secure all empty properties to prevent vandalism.

3.3
The top environmental priorities identified were for alleygating and street cleansing.  A number of non-housing sites such as the defunct squash club and cricket ground were also identified as needing urgent attention.

3.4
Most residents wanted a higher profile of policing and for an end to the practice of placing families with chaotic lifestyles in the area.  Other comments included calls for a clampdown on the sale of alcohol to underage persons by local shops and for some community vetting of prospective tenants into privately rented and Housing Association properties.

3.5
Residents generally felt that youth provision in the area was inadequate and felt that there was scope for better provision on sites of the disused squash club and cricket ground.  There were also comments on the need for a children’s curfew and parenting classes for families requiring such support.

3.6
Generally, it is apparent that problems within the area are multi-faceted and require a co-ordinated approach across several Council departments and other agencies in securing successful outcomes.

4.0 Next Steps

4.1
A newsletter will be issued to all residents providing feedback on the event and explaining the next stages in the neighbourhood planning process.

4.2
The Neighbourhood Planning Forum of volunteer residents and representatives from partner agencies will be shortly convened to explore the issues raised at the event in more depth and to begin the process of developing an action plan for the Renewal Area.  The draft action plan will then be presented to all residents for comments before formal adoption.

4.3 The financial and other implications of the proposed action plan will be the subject of a further report to the Lead Member. 

5.0 The Neighbourhood Planning Process 

5.1
Neighbourhood planning is a key process in Neighbourhood Renewal enabling the involvement of residents and local stakeholders in developing a vision for their neighbourhood, determining priorities for action and in establishing a programme for the delivery of projects and initiatives at the local level.

5.2 It is anticipated that Neighbourhood Planning will become a significant function of Housing Services particularly in response to the requirements arising from the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder Initiative. Neighbourhood Planning will also be extended to the Eccles New Road and Duchy Renewal Areas during August/September this year.

5.3 A more detailed Report on the Neighbourhood Planning process and function will be submitted to the Lead Member within the next few weeks.


