
SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I (insert name)
Harry Seaton

(insert title)

Director of Housing Services

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph............... of Section.........of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Burgoyne being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby approve  

The sketch scheme and cost estimate for the Environmental Improvements to the Valley Estate be approved.

That the Director of Development Services invite tenders in respect of the scheme.

The reasons are  

Delivery of the 2000/1 Housing Capital Programme

The source of funding is  The 2001/2 to 2002/3 Housing Capital Programme

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer............................................
Tel. No. .............................................

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

* Delete, as appropriate

PRE-DECISION CHECKLIST

1.
Consultation Yes/No/N Applic – Please list Ongoing
2.
Environmental Impact Significant

3.
Budget Provision £ 1.124 m Capital/Revenue

4.
Personnel/Training/Equal Opps Implications.  Please specify ………………..

5.
IT Requirements Yes/No/N Applic

6.
Refer to Area/Scrutiny/Cabinet

7.
Publicity/PR Yes/No.  If Yes refer to Sue Hill.

Signed: ………………………………. Asst. Director or Department    Date: ……….

REPORT TO :  LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING) AND DEPUTY LEAD MEMBER (HOUSING)

FOR DECISION

SUBJECT :  VALLEY ESTATE, SWINTON – ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS

DATE  :  15.9.00

1.0 PURPOSE OF REPORT

To seek approval for the planned environmental improvements to the Valley Estate, Swinton.

To seek delegated authority to accept the lowest or most acceptable tender.

2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the sketch scheme and cost estimate be approved.

2.2 That the Director of Development Services be authorised to invite tenders in respect of the scheme.

2.3 That the Director of Housing Services, in consultation with the Lead Member/Deputy Lead Member be authorised to accept the lowest or most suitable tender.

3.0 BACKGROUND

3.1 Members will recall that after a review of the City’s housing capital investment priorities, the Valley estate in Swinton was selected for a programme of comprehensive environmental improvements.  The main issues regarding the condition of the estate include :

· The fact that there is a lack of off street parking and estate roads are narrow.

· The current system of traffic calming (concrete bollards located at key locations) are unpopular as they practically create isolated islands within the estate.  The bollards also force vehicles to carry out ‘three point’ turns in narrow roads or reverse for substantial distances thus creating a road safety hazard.

· There is an identifiable focus of criminal activity on the estate which is exacerbated by poor quality and non existent boundary and partition fencing.

3.2 The aim of the scheme is to provide an enhanced environment for residents by :

· Providing more secure and in-curtilage parking thereby reducing congestion.

· Provide a more effective and ‘user friendly’ form of traffic calming.

· Provision of front boundary metal fencing and/or repair of existing front boundary timber fencing (where appropriate).

· Provision of 1.8m timber fencing for rear boundaries.

· Secure access between gable wall of semi-detached properties in the Rydal Crescent area (which is the focus for criminal activity within the estate).

· Improved street lighting.

3.3 The proposals are subject to resident consultation during late August/early September when all affected householders will have the opportunity to comment on the proposals and suggest changes.

3.4 Scheme estimates indicate that substantial resources in addition to those already identified will be required.  Whilst efforts to identify savings have been made, it is difficult to reduce costs further without compromising the security element of the scheme in particular.  Local residents have identified security as the major issue to be addressed by the scheme.

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1
Estimated total scheme cost is assessed at £1.124m.  Provision currently exists in the 2000/2001 Housing Capital Programme of £100,000 and £400,000 in 2001/2.  The requirement for an additional £624,000 can be met as a first call from the Housing Capital Resources identified for new starts in 2001/2.   Works will be complimented from resources from Burglary Reduction Round Two grant in areas of high recorded burglary.

5.0 CONCLUSION

The proposed environmental improvement scheme will vastly improve security within the estate and reduce congestion on narrow estate roads.  The measures are aimed, therefore, at increasing the popularity of the dwelling stock within the Valley estate.
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