Report to the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Housing

Report of the Director of Housing Services

Subject: Partnership for a Local Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

For Decision

Date:   

Purpose of Report

To seek the delegated approval of the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Housing to enter into a partnership with the Energy Savings Trust (EST) and other Greater Manchester Local Authorities to procure the services of a Local Energy Efficiency Advice Centre (LEEAC).  This service will be provided by Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council’s Energy Advice Centre for all residents of the City with effect from 1 April 2001.

Recommendations

The Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member are asked to:

a) Support adoption of option C.

b) Authorise the Director of Housing Services to confirm the support of the City Council for the LEEAC and the partnership with the Energy Savings Trust and other Greater Manchester Local Authorities involved in the initiative.

c) Authorise the Director of Housing Services to procure the services of the LEEAC for the City’s residents from Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council for the period from 1 April 2001 to 31 March 2002. 

Financial Implications

None from this report.  The services of the LEEAC for Salford residents will be fully funded by the EST in 2001/2002.  There might be some cost implications in future years, however, the Council will be in a position to assess the cost-effectiveness of the service provided.

Background

The Home Energy Conservation Act 1995 (HECA) focuses local authorities’ attention on improving the energy efficiency of all homes and, in so doing seeks to tackle problems of fuel poverty and climate change.  The provision of good quality energy efficiency advice to householders is recognised as forming a major part of the City’s HECA and fuel poverty strategies. 

The Energy Savings Trust funds a network of Energy Efficiency Advice Centres throughout the country to provide impartial and cost-effective advice for householders.  Salford residents who call the national freefone number are automatically connected to the helpdesk at Milton Keynes, as there is no local centre.  While the helpdesk can provide general energy efficiency advice, it has no details of local schemes that might be of benefit to enquirers.

At present, there are no LEEACs in Greater Manchester and the EST has determined that it will fund two across the area.  The EST is therefore encouraging Greater Manchester local authorities to form partnerships to develop LEEACs across their areas.

Partnerships 
Two partnerships have emerged to establish LEEACs in the Greater Manchester area.  

Stockport MBC already has an Energy Advice Centre in operation and is in partnership with Manchester, Trafford and Tameside Councils to provide a LEEAC from 1 April 2001.  This partnership is inviting the City Council to join up with them without any requirement to provide funding towards the running costs of the LEEAC.

Oldham, Bury and Rochdale MBCs are in the process of forming a partnership to provide a LEEAC for their areas.  This partnership is still at a very early stage as decisions about location, funding requirements and target operational dates are yet to be resolved.

In view of the City’s recent success in securing £100,000 funding from HECAction to declare the Eccles ward as an energy conservation area and the awareness that will be raised city-wide, the services of a LEEAC will become increasingly important.  It will therefore be necessary for the Council to engage the services of a LEEAC as soon as possible.  

Options 

Three options can be identified:

a) Develop partnership for a Salford based LEEAC

While this is the most satisfactory outcome from the City’s point of view, it is highly unlikely to secure funding from the EST or support from other local authorities.  The EST will only fund two LEEACs in Greater Manchester and two partnerships are already engaged with them. 

b) Join partnership with Oldham, Bury & Rochdale MBCs

These local authorities have more affinity with Salford in terms of geography and demography.  However, as the partnership is still at an early stage of development, the LEEAC is unlikely to be operational for a considerable period.  EST funding does not cover all set-up costs and the Council may have to make a substantial financial contribution.

c) Join partnership led by Stockport MBC

This appears to be the most satisfactory option for reasons of early operation, certainty and cost.  It is recommended that the Council join this partnership from 1 April 2001 for a one-year period.  This decision will be subject to review in 2002. 
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