Report to the Lead Member and Deputy Lead Member for Housing Services

Report of the Director of Housing Services

Subject:  2 Cliff Grange, Bury New Road, Salford 7

Date of Meeting: 
16 March 2001

Purpose of Report.

To report the result of legal proceedings against the owner of this property.

To seek authority to pursue further legal proceedings in respect of a continuing offence.

Financial Implications

There are no costs to the council, beyond its normal operating costs.

Background

The property is a fire damaged void, situated prominently on a major commuter route, in an area in which the council is undertaking significant investment in order to deal with empty properties.

Despite being offered a renovation grant, the owner failed to provide evidence of satisfactory progress towards dealing with the property and a Repair Notice was served on 2nd June 2000.

The notice was not complied with and a prosecution was brought at Salford Magistrates Court on 1st March 2001.

Details

The owner failed to attend the hearing and the case was proved in her absence. A fine of £750 was imposed and costs of £238 were awarded to the council.

In the meantime, the owner has not provided any proposals for dealing with the property.

Conclusions

The owner does not appear likely to deal with the property without further intervention by the council. The property will otherwise continue to decline and contribute to a negative image of the area.

Recommendation

That authority be given to the Director of Housing Services, in conjunction with the Director of Corporate Services, to instigate further legal proceedings for none compliance with the repair notice, subject to any representations made by the owner of the property.
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