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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING 



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR HOUSING 

ON 



TITLE :  

Disability Discrimination Act 1995 -Requirements for the reception area at Crompton House.


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

It is recommended that approval is given by the Lead Member for Housing to allow remodelling work of the ground floor reception area in Block B at Crompton House in order to comply with the requirements of the Disibility Discrimination Act 1995.  In addition to this, it is recommended that approval be given for refurbishment work to be carried out to the office area of the ground floor to suitably accommodate the Homelessness & Housing Advice Team.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY : 


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : 

Salford City Council Disibility Access Strategy 2002,

Housing Services Disability Action Plan

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

The DDA 1995 has given a statutory framework and set minimum standards that must be achieved with regard to disabled people.  If the authority failed to comply with these requirements of the DDA 1995, then as a service provider we may be criticised for not taking reasonable steps to remove barriers allowing disabled people equal access to our services.  

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING:

The funding is as follows: -

£25,000 from the D.D.A. corporate fund.

£25,000 Housing and Planning.

£34,000 for refurbishment of offices on ground floor from the Accommodation Budget.

Total cost:-£84,000 (Nigel Dickins 2585)

	


LEGAL IMPLICATIONS:  

Failure to comply may result in legal implications for the authority by not taking reasonable steps to improve access for the public to a building where there are key public facing services delivered from.  By not making reasonable adjustments the authority would be committing an act of unlawful discrimination and the public could make a claim.  

In addition to this, disabled staff members could also complain to an employment tribunal.

_______________________ __________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: As detailed above 






_________________________________________________________________________

PROPERTY: Ground floor, Crompton House

_________________________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

	


CONTACT OFFICER : 

Graham Edge


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 

N/A


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

Salford City Council Disability Access Strategy 2002


 
DETAILS

While the Housing and Planning directorate is complying with the D.D.A. it is proposed to make the reception area in block B Crompton House into the new reception for Homelessness and Housing Advice. It is also proposed to refurbish the offices for the Homelessness Team at the same time.  Included in the proposed alterations to the ground floor is the provision of kitchen and rest room facilities for staff plus toilet facilities for use by the public.
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