SALFORD CITY COUNCIL - RECORD OF DECISION

I (insert name)

Harry Seaton

(insert title)

Director of Housing Services

in exercise of the powers conferred on me by Paragraph 1 of Section J of the Scheme of Delegation of the Council, and following consultation with Councillors Warmisham and Hunt being the Lead and the Deputy Lead Member, respectively, for the Housing Service function, do hereby approve  

The contents of this report are noted.

The reasons are  

To facilitate Urban Renewal in the Seedley & Langworthy area.

The source of funding is  SRB 5 and HIP Private Sector in 2000/1 & 2001/2

The following documents have been used to assist the decision process:- 

Seedley and Langworthy Delivery Plan

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Director

Signed 
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Lead Member

Signed
...............................................
Dated ................................................

Deputy Lead Member

Contact Officer Mark Glynn.

Tel. No. 0161-742-7486

*  This decision is not subject to consideration by another Director

1. Purpose of Report

To provide a brief update to Lead Member on developments taking place in Seedley & Langworthy in the following areas:

i) Homeswaps

ii) Demolitions

iii) Petition from Alder Street

iv) Petition from Osborne St

2. Detail

i) Homeswaps

Homeswap process

A meeting has been arranged with the District Audit to evaluate the process and the value for money. Following on from the meeting officers will be looking to liase with DTLR regarding any future legislative support that may be required from the upcoming Private Housing Sector Legislation. In particular it is likely that there will need to be further clarification surrounding the claw back arrangements of the balancing charge placed against the property.

In the meantime officers are proceeding with negotiations with local residents on the basis that the charge may be reclaimed in full in the future.

Homeswaps Pilot Stage

Officers have now visited 15 households to discuss the possibility of them taking part in the pilot of homeswaps. 

Of the 15 households 14 have indicated a willingness to take part. 1 household does not wish to take part at this stage as they have indicated they would prefer to move to a house with more bedrooms than they currently have. The Cabinet and Seedley & Langworthy Partnership have agreed decisions surrounding the whether this “trading up” will be available will be made after the completion of the pilot.

We have currently made informal offers of properties to 7 households which have been accepted. We anticipate a further 4 households will have accepted an offer of a homeswap property before the end of August.

We anticipate the Lenders becoming involved in negotiations once broad agreements have been reached with residents and there is less likelihood of the lenders becoming frustrated with early negotiations. 

Show Houses

Work to renovate 2 properties - 5 Ashley St and 8 Knutsford St - is due to start by 24th August 2001. These properties will highlight the standard of renovation that will take place in a homeswap property, and will demonstrate to the wider community the investment the city council is putting into homeswaps. They will promote the scheme, increasing the chances of the majority of owner-occupiers currently living in clearance areas supporting the initiative.

Further Report

A more detailed report examining the results of the pilot and the impact upon the city’s financial resources will be produced later this calendar year.

ii) Demolition

The contract to demolish the Mariners Public House has now commenced and it is anticipated that the demolition will be complete within the next fortnight.

The Wakefields snooker club demolition has been a more complicated demolition due to the presence of an electric sub-station on the site and asbestos within the building. However the contract has now been let and demolition will take place over the next six weeks.

The block of shops including the former California Wines property on Langworthy Road (Numbers 100 - 130) still has 3 properties not yet acquired by the Partnership. Although 1 of the owners is currently negotiating with officers the owner of the other 2 properties has been unwilling to sell his property. Therefore officers have taken initial steps to promote a Compulsory Purchase Order under the Town and Country Planning Acts through the Development Services Lead Member.

There are now 2 blocks of terracing where the Partnership owns, or has agreed to acquire, all the properties. These are 4 houses on Royle Street, numbers 18 - 24, and 14 houses on Shawcross St, numbers 53 - 77 and 6 Brown Street.  All these properties are in the Langworthy South East area. Once the completion takes place of the acquisition of the outstanding three properties Salford First have agreed to sell we will then be in a position to demolish. Building Control will be asked to organise the contracts.

iii) Petition from Alder Street

Lead Member will be aware that the BDP proposals agreed by the Seedley & Langworthy Partnership earmarked 1 - 47 Alder Street, 3 Jubilee St and 4 Field St for renovation. At the community exhibition event for the Langworthy North area a number of residents from the block, attended with a petition calling on the Partnership to reconsider and to propose the block for clearance. The petition was also sent to the Prime Minister. A meeting was subsequently arranged by the living Environment Co-ordinator but was poorly attended, followed by letters to every resident, to ensure the petition is the genuine view of residents on the block. 

Officers will visit all residents who have not responded to establish their opinions and will present the findings to the next Partnership Board meeting. 

iv) Petition from Osborne Street

A petition addressed to the Leader of the Council was received on 9th August 2001 asking for the Partnership to reconsider the decision to propose clearance of no.s 38 - 56 Osborne Street. The petition was signed by 5 residents from the affected properties but also by 24 residents from other parts of Seedley & Langworthy, including 8 residents from part of Osborne Street proposed for retention (no.s 1 – 37). At first sight it appears there is a misunderstanding from residents on the part of Osborne Street due to be retained. Officers will look to establish the views of residents and owners, clarify any confusion, and report back to the Partnership.

3. Recommendation

That the report be noted.

